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priator fhall be bound to attend the fer- 


vice of the church, with as many of his 
family as can be fpared, every firft Sun- 
day in the month, as an acknowledgment 
that they hold and enjoy the faid tythes 
by a fort of religious tenure, as a kind. of 
ecclefiattical fee ; and that upon default 
by non-attendance, the faid great tythes 
fhall immediately revert to the church, 
and be annexed to the vicarage for ever. 
And whereas it may poflibly happen, that 
certain ecclefiaftical perfons may imagine 
themfelves intitled to the benefit of this act, 
2s perfons that are obliged to no fort of la- 
bour, thathave no manner orkind of thing 
todo for theabove faid fix days of the weck ; 
it is hereby exprefsly provided and decla- 
red, That they fhall attend at leat, if 
not perform, the fervice of the church, e- 
very Sunday morning; unlefs prevented 
by any neceflary and allowable impedi- 
ment, of which themfelves fhall be the 


- fole judges, And whereas a further doubt 


may hereafter arife, how far the dome- 
{ticks of Noble families, and others, ex- 
cepted out of this act, may be affected by 
it? it is hereby exprefsly declared and 
provided, That the Chaplain, if there be 
any, and all the other fervants out of li- 
very, with my Lady’s woman, and her 
gentlewomen fellow-fervants, are to be 
confidered in a diftin& capacity, being a 
fort of mixta perfine ; as people not quite 
idle, nor quite employed ; as people that 
may be faid to have fome fort of labour, 
tho’no: to take much pains; who may 
be faid to have fomething to do, tho’ not 
a great deal, nor to any great purpofe ; 
the Chaplain therefore, if it appears that 
performs no ecclefiaftical office, fuch 
reading or faying grace in the 
uanily, thall be obliged to attend the fer- 
Vice of the parifh-church every Sunday 
morning, with as many of the better fort 
o' fervants as can be {pared from the fer- 
Vice of the family : but that the mafters 
and heads of thefe families, and all other 
perfons above mentioned and qualified as 
we ag bar, are and fhall be at full li- 
nih Ms pend that day in travelling, par- 
pleafure, fmoking, drinking, ga- 
walking, or fleeping, as he or the 
think fit, without being accountable 
any perfon or perfons whatfoever for 


fo. doing. Which we cannot help think-, 
ing to bea jult and reafonable indulgeuce. 
to people of rank and figure; that. they, 
may be diftinguifhed from their inferiors,., 
who are defigned for nothing higher than 
the fervice of God, and their fuperiors..._ 
‘The fifth commandment feems to be 2: 
precept of a very indifferent nature, For 
as it is certain that no children of tole- 
rable fenfe or good manners, would refufe, 
to pay due honour and refpect to fach par. 
rents as {hall appear to deferve it; fo it 
is as certain, that they neither will nor: 
can to thofe thatdo not, — Which necef-, 
farily implies a duty in all parents, fo to 
behave towards their children, as to dez, 
ferve that honour from them, which this, 
commandment obliges them to pay. And: 
what are the terms of this mutual obliga- 
tion, nature itfelf feems to determine, 
The flate and condition. of young people | 
requires, that they fhould drefs, converfe 
and behave, in fuch a manner as to fhine 
in all publick affemblies, and diftinguifh 
themfelves by an apparent fuperiority of 
figure, drefs, and equipage, agreeable to 
the fuperiority of their birth, fortune, or 
expectation. On the other hand, the {tate 
and condition of pareats, of ofid men aud 
old women, require nothing but the mere 
wholfome and cleanly neceffaries of life 5 
that they, who are or ought to be of courte 
excluded from the gay meetings and politg 
affemblies of the fair, the witty, and the 
young, where they only ferve to {poil 
port, to damp the mirth, and lay a re- 
raint upon the frolicks of the good come 
pany, have really no occafion for any 
thing, but warm cloathing, and comfort- 
able nourifhing food, foups, broths, and 
jellies, good fires, warm beds, and a few 
relisious books ; nature itfelf dictates, 
that they fhould betimes refign to the 
heirs of their bodies thofe fuperfluities of 
fortune, which they neither want, nor 
know how to enjoy with relifh or decen- 
cy.—Be it therefore enacied, That if any 
father or mother are blefled with any itlug, 
male or female, who are arrived at the 
roper age of defire and difcretion, warm 
underftandings, who 
are too big to be corrected, and too wife 
to be taught; that is to fay, fons that 
have attained to the full age of {eventeen 
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or eighteen at the moft, and daughters to 
the age of thirteen or fourteen at the moft; 
that the faid fathers and mothers of fuch 
children fhall forthwith refign to the faid 
heirs of their bodies, all that fuperfluity 
of fortune, which their faid heirs thall 
judge reafonable and convenient forthem- 
felves, and unneceffary and burdenfome 
to their faid parents. Which reafonable 
condition if their faid parents fhall refufe 
to comply with, they fhall be taught by 
their faid children, who are reafonably 
prefimed to be better judges than them- 
felves, the abfurdity and injuttice of fuch 
their conduct and behaviour toward their 
own offspring, by that negligent and con- 
temptuous treatment, as fuch parents may 
be reafonably prefumed to deferve from 
any fenfible, polite, well-bred children. 
But if any parents fhall be found fo dif- 
crect and indulgent, as freely and chear- 
fully to refign all fuch unneceflary fuper- 
fluity of eflates, jointures, fettlements, 
penfions or payments whatfoever, for the 
behoof and benefit of their faid hopeful 
progeny ; that they fhall from thenceforth 
¢ intitled to all that honour, refpeét and 
é{teem which they may be juftly and rea- 
fonably prefumed to deferve, according 
to the full intent and meaning of this 
commandment. 
The fixth commandment, tho’ capable of 
a very fober and rational meaning, has 
been, like the reft, miferably perverted 
bya fet of cowardly, low-fpirited, fuper- 
{titious expofitors, who make it criminal 
even in men of fpirit and quality to do 
to themfelves and their characters, 
y punithing the ill manners of any little 
dirty poltron that fhall prefume to af- 
front them, by running him thro’ the bo- 
dy, beating out his brains, or any other 
fuch ways and means as have in all ages 
been thought reafonable and reputable, 
to fecure the regard due to their rank 
and fortune, and chaftife the infolence of 
their inferiors : whereas it is generally 
prefumed, that this commandment was 
only intended to teach the lower and un- 
educated part of mankind to be quiet and 
peaceable in their behaviour, not to be 
quarrelfome in their cups, not to offer 
any Outzageous acts of violence, to the 
siiurbance of their betters in any polite 
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aflembly, where the little vulgar are tog 
apt to mingie with the preat ; as at jorfe. 
races, bull-baitings, country-fairs, Wakes, 
feafts, and revels, by killing or murder. 
ing one another in a rude, clumify, paf- 
fionate, butcherly way.— Be it therefore. 
enacted, That if any perfon below the 
degree of a Gentleman beating coat-ar- 
mour for three defcents, of which un- 
doubted proof fhall be produced out 6f 
the Herald’s office, under the feal and fen- 
manual of—King at Arms, fhall prefume to 
kill or demolifh any of his fellow-fub joes 
upon any fort or kind of provocation 
whatfoever, it fhall be deemed a violation 
of this commandment, and he fhall be e- 
fteemed guilty of murder, But if any No- 
bleman or Gentleman, qualified as above 
directed, fhail exercife the fame act of vio- 
lence upon any equal or inferior, upon 
any juft and reafonable provocation, of 
which he himfelf fhall be the proper jucge 
it fhall be confidered only as man//aug/ter; 
and that it be an inftruétion to all coro- 
ners, to give it in charge to their feveral 
inquefts to bring in their verdicts accor- 
dingly :—With a faving claufe in favour 
of all officers of the army, who, being by 
their profeffion Gentlemen of blooi, thal 
not be obliged to prodvce fuch certifi- 
cates from the Herald’s office as are above 
mentioned and required ; but that a re- 
gimental coat, and a laced hat and coc- 
kade, fhall be to all intents and purpolcs 
equivalent to fuch certificates and telti- 
monials required to be produced by o- 
thers. Always provided, That this cla fe 
in favour of the military Gentlemen {21 
by no means be extended to the oficcrs 
of the militia ; who being a kind of w/t 
ferfine, half civil and half military, ar 
not obliged to look fierce, or appear tT 
rible to their peaceable neighbours, but 
upon the field of mefter, or on 2 day ol 
engagement in Tothilficlds, or any ae} 
cent plain or field cf battle, or upon oer 
Ing interrupted in their march thro te 
narrow ftreets and lanes of this city by 
fawcy draymen, hackney-coachmen, 0 
fuch like impediments : if on the ovel 
flowings of their martial fury on fuch pre- 
vocations, they fhall take it in their e326" 
to kill either man or bealt, they fais, °° 
foon as they are divefted of their slag 
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tal terrors and accoutrements, and fettled 
in their civil ftate of trade and tranquil- 
lity, be liable to the fame fentence of 
guilt and punifhment as any other of their 
civil and peaceable fellow-fubjects. 

The /eventh commandment, like the relt, 
could be only intended to fecure and pro- 
mote the good of the publick, by prefer- 
ving the order of fociety, and difcoura- 
cing luxury and idlenefs among the lower 
part of the people, who alone need or re- 
guire fach reftraints to be laid upon them, 
as not having fenfe, talte, or politenels 
enough to direét and govern themfeives. 
Should fuch people as thefe give them- 
felves up to intrigues and gallantrics, the 
necelfary expence, application and addrefs 
that fuch affairs require, would have as 
fatal an influence upon the welfare of the 
nation, as fuffering unqualified perfons 
to potch and deftroy the game, which 
ought to be preferved for the pleafure and 
diverfion of their betters. It would tend 
to impoverifh the induflrious and labori- 
ous part of their people, by diverting 
them from their proper employments ; 
would be greatly detrimental to our trade 
and manutaéture, ruin many families, and 
increafe the number of our poor, fo as to 
be an infupportable burden to the landed 
interelt of this nation. But this ought 
by no means to be extended to people of 
figure and fortune, whofe exuberancy of 
blood and riches mray require fuch expe- 
cients to reduce them to a fober degree 
of mediocrity and coolnefs: much lefs 
can it be fuppofed to affect our governors 
and fnperiors in church or ftate, who by 
the nature of their feveral offices are pre- 
fumed to be the proper judges of their 
own or their people’s neceffities, and are 
obliged to provide for both.—Be it there- 
fore enacted, That if, from and after the 
— day of next enfuing, any la- 
bourer, fervant, artificer or tradefinan, or 
any perfon under the degree of a Gentle- 
man qualified as above directed, fhali 
Wantonly and unadvifedly fo far neglect 
the proper bufinefs of his profeflion, and 
the care of his family, as to enter into a- 
hy intrigues or familiarities with any other 
women than law and cuftom fhall allow; 
that is to fay, any married man, with any 
Woman, except his own lawful wife; or 
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any unmarried man, with the lawful wife 
of any other man; he fhall be deemed 
guilty of the breach of this command- 
ment. But it is hereby declared, “Chat 
this commandment does by no means 
extend to people of fortune, rank and 
quality, who may condeicend fo low as 
to beltow the redundancy of their blood 
and fortune to the ennobling the breed, 
relieving the neceflities, and raifing the 
fortune of a clever, deferving, plebeian 
family, or the giving and recciving.mu- 
tual marks of warm benevolence and af- 
fection to their equals or fuperiors ; e- 
{pecially if by fuch ingraftment or ino- 
culation the breed flould happen to be 
mended, and a booby family, that have 
been blockheads ever fince the conqueil, 
fhould vifibly and apparently improve in- 
to a race of wits, {marts, and clever fel- 
lows: but more efpecially if matters can 
be fo manaped, that the hufband can, up- 
on a valuable confideration, be brought 
to confent to this method of improving 
the genius and fortune of his family; it 
being a maxim of law and common fenfe, 


That vventi non fit injuria, 
The eighth commandment appears plainly, 
by the very letter of it, to be intended 
purely to difcourage thofe mean, pitiful, 
fniveling rogues, that in a fecrct coward- 
ly way cheat and defrand their neigh- 
bours, fuch as robbers of hen-roofts and 
orchards, fheep{t.alers, horfeflealers, fhop- 
lifters and pickpockets ; but can by no 
means be fuppoted to affect the open, ge- 
nerous, undifguifed methods, by which 
men of genius and penetration increafe 
their fortunes, and fupport their rank and 
figure in the world. Jt could never be 
intended for men of parts and induftry, 
who are the great fupports of civil focie- 
ty: it could never be fuppofed to con- 
demn the improving thofe advantages 
which men of fuperior abilities im the fe- 
veral fiates and profeflions of life have 
alwaysthought themfelves intilled to from 
the lazy, indolent, undifcerning booby 
part of mankind, who want talents to 
preferve or enjoy thole fuperiinities of 
fortune, which men of fuperior genius 
want and deferve: much Icfs can it be 
fuppofed to affeét thofe who have the 
good fortune to be the direciors and 90- 
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vernors of great families, provinces or 
kingdoms, who have an undoubted right 
to all fuch emoluments, profits, and ad- 
vantages, which they fhall think fit and 
reafonable to reward the labour, atten- 
tion, and time, which they are forced to 
employ in the difcharge of their feveral 
offices and employments for the good of 
the publick.—Be it therefore enacted, 
‘That if from and after the -——- day 
of -——— next enfuing, any little pitiful 
rogue fhall be found filching, ftealing, or 
felonioufly purloining any fum or fums of 
money, any piece or parcel of goods, ei- 
ther dead or alive, belonging to any other 
perfon, whether apples, pears, eggs, poul- 
try, meat, drink, or wearing apparel, linen 
or woollen cloth, fheep, horfes, or oxen, 
fans, gloves, ribbons orpins, or any piece 
or parcel of goods whatfoever, not exceed- 
ing the value of ten pounds; every fuch 
Jittle rafcal fo detested fhall be deemed 
guilty of the breach of this command- 
ment. But it is at the fame time exprefs- 
ly provided and declared, That this thall 
not be con{trued to extend to people of 
higher {tations of life, nor to thofe great- 
er articles of lofs or gain which may 
chance to be in difpute between them, e- 
{pecially to the feveral ranks and degrees 
of illu{trieus perfons, commonly called 
and known in all polite atlemblies by the 
honourable title of fhe Knights of the In- 
duftry. Nor thallit extend to thof whofe 
fuperior fxill in the myfteries of the law, 
trade, commerce, or Change-alley, fhall 
enable them to raife eftates out of the 
follies and fuperfloitics of their clients, 
dealers, friends or correfpondents ;_ be- 
caufe they are thereby ferving and pro- 
moting the good of fociety, by transfer- 
ring a property in lands, coods or chat- 
tles, from the lazy, tlupid, worthlefs part 
of mankind, who know not how to ufe, 
preferve and enjoy them, and making 
then circulate for iome time, till at lait 
they fettle in the polfeion of fome nota- 
ble clever fellow, whofe potterity may 
come to be the ornaments and fupports 
of their country! Much lefs ought it to 
extend to thofe, who, having the fecret 
management and direction of any great 
family, company, fociety, afiembly, polt, 
office or cihees, within thefe realms, 


fhall fecure to themfelves fuch emoly. 
ments, falaries, grants, penfions, profits 
and advantages, as have been always 
deemed the juft and reafonable perquitites 
of their feveral pofts and offices, and 
which the fenfible and judicious part of 
mankind, who have been in the fecret of 
their affairs, can fcarce think to be a pro- 
per and futficient reward for all the la- 
bour, the vigilance, the attention, the 
application and integrity they have ex- 
erted in the courfe of a Jong adiminiftra- 
tion. 

The ninth commandment feems upon a 
general view to be a very jult and realoa- 
able injunétion, for fecuring the credit, 
reputation, peace, and welfare of private 
perfons, familics, and focieties, by <if- 
couraging and forbidding all falfe evi- 
dence, malicious Jies, abufive flories, and 


injurious fictions, that may tend to the . 


obftruction of juftice, the prejudice of any 
man’s fortune, the ruin of his credit, and 
the lofs of his chara¢ter, “But it is thought 
reafonable and advifable to qualify this 
general prohibition by three falvo’s or ex- 
ceptions in favour of publick miniiicrs, 
courts of juftice, and tea-tables. 

Be it therefore enaéted, That from and 
after the day of iext en- 
fuing, no perfon or perfons fhall prefume 
to bear falfe witnefs, or give falfe evi 
dence before any of his Majefty’s Ju‘t- 
ces of the Peace, either in thetr petty or 
guarter {effions, in any caufe or Matter 
whatfoever, to the obf{truction or delay 
of jultice, to the prejudice of any party 
to the feveral fuits that may from time 
to time be ‘braught before them, ort 


fhall it be lawful for any perfon or per-. 


fons to contrive, utter or publifh mali- 
cious lies, officious falfhoods, or unjuft 
reflexions, upon any perfon or perions, 
to the prejudice of their credit, the to's 
of their characters, the grief and difg it 
of their minds, or any other kind or ce- 
erce of lofs or fuftering whatfoev: ri- 
faving and excepting fach perfons and 
fes as are herein after excepted: That's 
to fay, 

1. That this command fhall not he 
deemed to extend to court-favourit’s, 
royal minions, firft minifters, fecretarics 
of {tate, privy couniellors, 
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fics, Pimps, and informers, nor to their 
feveral officers, fervants and domelticks, 
who by their places and {tations may fea- 
fynably be prefumed to be in the interelt 
and fecrets of their refpective and 
faperiors ; who could not duly difcharge 
the duties of their feveral ftations, if they 
were to be confined to the {tricteft rules 
of truth and fincerity. On the other 
hand, it appears, that political falfhoods 
have in all ages been found to be of fin- 
gular ufe and benefit to Kings and prin- 
ces, as well as to their countries and fub- 
jects; fuch as, the difgracing and remo- 
ving corrupt minilters, and getting the 
adiminiftration into cleaner hands; keep- 
ing out of the Royal prefence and favour 
luch perfons as would certainly make a 
corrupt ufe of it; the fupplanting rivals 
end competitors for pofts of honour and 
trut about their Royal matter; the at- 
tainting and demolifhing a dangerous o- 
ver-prown fubject, in order to prevent 
his doing mifchief, and getting his great 
eitates and riches divided amongit a num- 
ber of honeft Gentlemen, who {pend their 
Whole time, and exert all their faculties, 
in the fervice of their King and country. 
Now, as all thefe fictions, inventions and 
talihoods, were entirely calculated for the 
benefit and good of fociety, they have not 
the form and effence of lying, but are to 
be confidered under the notions of feints 
and itratagems in war: Dolus, an virtus, 
Gus hojte reguirat ? Laftly, it appears 
plainly from hiltory, that they have more 
tian once been of excellent ufe in pro- 
moting and procuring the unfpeakable 
blefling of glorious and happy revolutions 
‘0 many kingdoms and countries, befides 
many other excellent and ufeful purpofes, 
too long and too many to be particularly 
enumerated, 

_?. That this thall not extend to any of 
Majeity courts in Weitminfter-hall, 
“2° an evidence literally and materially 
“'e, may yet be intentionally and for- 
good, and anfwer all the ufes and 
of jultice, treth and charity, by 
cctcrauning and finifhing a tedious, ex- 
penfive fuit, that would otherwife infalli- 
ts ‘crminate in the ruin of both parties ; 
Hotwith{tanding all appearance of in- 
sMace and cruelty, may be in its con{c- 


mat 
mally 


July 1748. Heads of a bill for revifing the ten commandments, 3 19 


quences as great an ct of mercy, as gis 
ving a coup de grace a dying maleta- 
ctor, which fhortens agonies, and at 
once puts him out of his pain. 

_ 3+ That this thall not be extended in 
its eXtreme rigour to thofe litte polite af- 
femblies called seu-tables ; becaute if they 
were {trictly confined to the words of 
truth and fobernels, and forbid thole lit- 
tle flights, excurfions and deviations from 
truth, which generally enliven and bright- 
en the audience, the converfation would 
quickly grow flat and infipid, and the pret- 
tie(t orators in the circle would be infen- 
fibly deprived of the benefit and freedom 
of fpeech. And as it is univerfaily 
known and acknowledged, that the dear 
angels have no gall nor malice at heart, 
no {pleen, jealouties, emulations, compe- 
titions or envy againit the reit of their 
fex, but only utter the overflowings of 
their good fenie, good nature, and zcal 
for virtue: therefore, if any very pretty 
creature fhould, whilit the is cooling her 
difh, or doubling her bread and butter, 
Jet fali any word or expreflion that has 
the appearance of invective or fatyre; any 
fling, flirt, hint or innuendo, that may 
feem to expofe or ridicule the fhape, air, 
mien, complexion, drefs, good fenfe or 
conduét of any of her pretty tellow-crea- 
tures; in all fuch cafes they mult, and 
ought, and fhall be indulged in fuch in- 
nocent liberties, which are apparently in- 
tended only to divert and initruct the 
company, and difplay their own good 
tafte, wit and cloquence, in oppofition to 
the falfe taite, the ill manners, the follies 
and vices of the reft of their fex. 

The tenth commandment appears to be 
quite unreafonable, if not ablolutely im- 
practicable; being a direct  contradi- 
ction to the preat and fundamental articie 
of natural religion; which is, TO FOL- 
LOW NATURES, thofe inclinations, 
propenfions and defires, which the author 
of our nature has implanted in us, in or- 
der to determine our conduét and behavi- 
our: for, to be furc, he would never have 
planted thofe inclinations in us, if he had 
not defigned we fhould eratifv them 5 it 
being utterly inconiftent with his wifdom 
and poodnefs, “to give us appetites and 
defires, for no other cnd but that we 

fhould 
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fhould check and reftrain them *.”” Now, 
let us put the cafe, that a man has no 
wife of his own, and can find no agree- 
able female that he could like to make his 
companion for life; or fuppofe him to 
he adiciddy yoked to a four, difagreeable, 
ill-natured creature, that has extinguithed 
the very {parks of conjugal affection ; and 
that he fees his friend or his neighbour 
happy in the enjoyment of a beautiful, 
tender, fentible, good-natured fpoufe : is 
it not natural for fuch a perfon to wifh at 
feaft that he could make an exchange, or 
fhare in the happinefs of his neighbour ? 
is it not natural for him to with himfelf 
in his neighbour’s condition ? is any thing 
more common or more natural, than to 
hear people wifhing they had fuch a charm - 
ing woman, fuch a fine honfe, fuch a pret- 
ty eftate, fuch a beautiful horfe, or fet of 
horfes, plate or china, /0 that mo body were 
the cnorfe for it? This isa righteous fa- 
ving clavfe, and takes away all the mi- 
quity and injuflice that can be fuppoled 
in the act of coveting or defiring any kind 
or manner of thing, that is the poffeffion 
or property of another. No manner of 
queilion can be made, that if I like any o- 
ther man’s effate, houfe, goods or chat- 
tles, and he confent to part with them for 
a valuable confideration, it ts confiftent 
with the molt notions of commuta- 
tive juftice, that I have a legal interett, 
right and title to the fhid eftate, houfe, 
goods and chattles, fo conveyed to me by 
their true and lawful owner. But in the 
cafe of a wife, the right is {till clearer, and 
the title more unexceptionable : for if a- 
ny one men take it in his head to covet 
or be in love with another man’s wife, 
and the hufband of the faid wife think it 
recfonable for certain valuable confidera- 
tions to transfer the ufe at leaft, if not 
the property of his faid wire, to the per- 
fon {6 bargaining, covenanting and pur- 

the wife be 
confidered as a party willing 


chafine the fame: a 
and confent- 
ine to the deed of horgain, fale, loan, 
gift, or exchanges, vou have then clearly 
three parties to the ceed; whereas in the 
other cafes shove mentioned, you could 
have bet tera, — Upon thefe confiderati- 
ons, be it therclore enaGed, That from 
and after the —— day of —— nexten- 
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fuing, no perfon or perfons, of what rank 
quality or degree foever, thall prefiame to 
attempt, by fraud or violence, to take 
hold or enjoy any man’s wife, hou, for. 
vants, cattle, or any manner or kind 
property whatfoever, unlefs by mutualcon- 
tract, agreement, bargain or fale, the yi 
or property of the valuable goods, 
chattles, eftates or commodities, be fiir! 
transferred from the one to the other: 
and that upon fuch contract, fairly and 
legally made and executed, a man (hall 
be deemed to have the fame right and ti- 
tle to the ufe, occupation, enjoyment or 
poflefon of the faid valuable goods, 
{tates and commodities, as the former 
owner or poffeffor was ever conceived to 
have, or could poflibly convey to another. 
And for the better and more effectual 
publication and obfervance of the {cveral 
articles and matters injoined and com- 
manded by this act, it is hereby further 
provided and enaéted, That from and af 
ter the — day of next enfuing, this 
acét fhall be confidered and regarded as 2 
legal and parliamentary expofition of the 
faid ten commandments; and that al! Par 


fons, Vicars and Curates, in their expo-- 


fitions of the church-catechifm, common: 
ly fo cAlled, do on every fach occalion 
make the aforefaid declaration with adil 
and andible voice, repeating 
three feveral times. And foraimoc 
people of rank and figure, who, by them: 
dulgence of this act, are excufed from at- 
ending the fervice of the church, ™y 
through forgetfulnefs, or pre] 
dices of education, relapfe into t) old 


fuperftition, it is further provided, that it 


be an inftruetion to the feveral cler ot 
the peace in every county in Great *° 
tain, that this act be read by the 


the court at every quarter-fetlions ; 


all Gentlemen there prefent may oY 
apprifed ofthe many privileges and 
ptions to which they are intitled oy t 
benefit of this act. 

And for the further fecurity 20: 
ment of the feveral articles and m-! 
contained in this a&, it is further prov’ 
ded and injoined, That from and © 
the dav and month ahove (rid, no print 


er, publither, bookfeller, pamphlet: 
hawker or pedler, or any other pero” 
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fons whatfoever, fhall prefumeto print, 
publith, vend, fell, or fet to fale any edi- 
tion of the faid tex commandments, im any 
volume, form, fhape, or manner whatfo- 
ever, without having this act printed, and 
bound up together with them, under the 


penalty of five pound for every fuch of- 
fence. 

You fee, Sir, by this rough draught, 
the nature and defign of this propofal; in 
which if our reprefentatives fhall difcover 
nothing but what is highly reafonable and 
expedicnt for the welfare of the publick, I 
cannot but hope for their favourable at- 
tention; and I cannot doubt, but that 
there willbe found proper perfons enough, 
who thall be both willing and able to pre- 
pare and bring in the faid bill. —Z am, 
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On FLATTE RT. 

|.attery is the moft dangerous of all 
i the potons of the foul; and it is 
much to be lamented that it is alfo the 
moit common one, and is almoft una- 
vodable. It not only mifleads, but 
tiates and degrades whatever it attacks ; 
and is infinitely worfe than falfe evidence 
in judicial affairs, to which it has often 
been compared 3 finee that only deceives 
the judee, while this at once abufes and 
corrupts him. It taints the whole foul, 
and cenies accefs to truth and every at- 
opt of reafon afterwards. Flattery is 
sale and pernicious in its confequences, 
as truth is exalted and excellent. It is 
the low and mean vice of an interefted 


or 


+ 

a 


Which impudence is in woman. 

ac confequences of this fatal crime 
make it alfo mach more deteftable than 
in ive it at firft appears tobe. We may 
20) atand defpife itin the flave who 
Ofers it to a great man: but when 
we con der, that, as foon as he has {wal- 
tape the poifon, its contagion {preads 
ail about and that every man 
“89 atterwards approaches him, mutt 
to be honeft, and mult be a fervile 
and fatterer too; -with what hors 


be 
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high an opinion of his own greatnefs. 


328 
ror and deteftation muft we then view it, 
and how mutt we ferioufly and feverely 
curfe what we an hour before defpifed 2 

There are among the human {pccies 
two kinds of people, who, having infi- 
nitely greater power than the reft of the 
world, are fure to mect with an infinite- 
ly oye fhare of this profanation of the 
foul ; for power is ever the nurfe of flat- 
tery. Thefe are, the princes of the earth, 
and the ladies. All mankind have fome- 
thing to fue for from both; and the more 
defigning part of men, who feel the want 
of virtue to recommend them to their pe- 
culiar regard, never fail to attack that 
virtue which they cannot attempt to win, 
and {eek the accomplifhment of their wifh- 
es from the ruin of that principle which, 
while it fubfifted, mutt them. No- 
thing is fo deftructive to a prince, as too 


This is a truth a thoufand hiftories join 
to affure us of. And the profeffed delu- 
ders of the fofter fex know it as a conftant 
rule, that fcarce any woman’s chattity is 

proof againft the praifes of her face. 
The prince very difficultly avoids flat- 
tery, becaufe every one he converfes 
with joins to give it him, and ina few 
years he begins to believe it truth ; and 
the ladies muft pardon an old man’s free- 
dom, when I tell them I am afraid they 
more difficultly efcape it, as their nature 
is full of vanity, and defirous of praifes. 
Why fhould we wonder that little L*** 
has fallen a facrifice to flattery, when we 
find that Alexander the Great could not 
withftand it, tho’ he valued himfelf more 
on his wifdom and philofophy than on 
his conquefts ? And too furely not one of 
us could ftand againit it, were we expo- 
fed to it as much as the exalted ftation of 
the prince expofes him. There is a fort 
of pleafing fuccefs in it; fo that, while 
we withitand it, we cannot but like it; 
and, like death, tho’ we baflle and put 
it by a thoufand times by druggs and do- 
tors, yet at laft it affuredly takes place. 
We alfo all love friendihip, and the man 
of addrefs will cover flattery fo clofely 
under its difguife, that we fhall not fufter 

ourfelves to queltion it. 

It wears the whole habit of that god- 
like virtue. It affects its mics, its man-' 
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ner, and its whole appearance, fo cun- 
ningly, that a vulgar eye muft miftake it. 
It fiudies to delight and pleafe ; it prai- 
fes and honours ;_ it takes pains to be of 
fervice, and accommodates itfelf even to 
the failings of the patron; nay, it ventures 
at the molt dangerous tafk of friendfhip, 
it blames and chides for things that feem 
‘amifS ; yet, with all this feeming likenefs 
to true hiendthi , nothing is fo different 
from, nothing fo deftructive of it. It is 
the plague and poifon of true amity, and 
is wholly incompatible with and ever cer- 
tainly deftructive of it. Not railings or 
detraction, not even profeffed enmity, 
are fo certainly the bane of friendfhip, 
as this fawning vice. When we view the 
tlatterer clofely, we fhall fee, however, 
that all his arts are but the vitious co- 
pics of true friendfhip. Does he praife 
us? itis not thofe good qualities we have, 
which he is talking of, but thofe which it 
1s his intereft we fhould have. Has he a 
mind we fhould difinherit a fon? he tells 
us we are of noble fouls, above the vulgar 
Opinions of the world; that we know all 
the human {pecies as our fons and bro- 
thers, and are the common fathers of the 
world. Would he eat well at our ex- 
pence? he praifes the clegance of our ta- 
ble; and would he beg of us our gene- 
rofity ? we thank the good-natured man, 
who finds ont in us virtues we never 
knew ourfelves pofleifed of, and in com- 
mon jultice give him the firlt fruits of them. 
We may always difcover him from the 
friend in his advice.. The once is conftant 
and unalterable in his opinion, and exhorts 
us to what is virtuous: the other chan- 
ges his opinion of things as falt as we 
can, and always advifes us to do juft 
what he fees we have a mind to do; and, 
in all his profeffions of friendihip and fer- 
Vice, is not content with the warm and 
fincere but mode!t offers of the fricnd, 
but malt infinitely furpafs and exceed 
them. All violent profeiiions are to be 


fufpefted, and none fo much as thofe of 


love and fervice. The flatterer ttrokes 
the furface of a dangerous wound, and 
fooths and palliates a rifing folly or vice, 
Which can end in nothing but our ruin ; 
while the friend, like the honelt furgeon, 
Probes tothe bottom, andcuresthe wound, 
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even by the rougheft and mof painful 
means, if fuch are neceffary. 
thing be more dangerous than the 
of the flatterer, it is his cenfure, This 
while it aflumes the face of friend{hin, 
the fubtle demon in the angel’s garb, and 
aims at all that praife unmerited cox! 
have left of value in the foul. If any vir. 
tue yet remain unblemifhed, this friend 
attacks it under the name of its refemblino 
vice. If the flattered man have wes 
noble generofity to the generality of the 
world, he is cenfured for prodigality and 
profufion ; or has he the leaft remain); 9 
tincture of religion, his free attendant wi)! 
not fail to banter him out of it, under the 
names of fanaticifm and a fhew of hypo- 
crify. 

Thus there is no vice which flattery 
cannot place in the foul, no virtue which 
it cannot deftroy there. We give ear to 
it inconfiderately, and are foothed by x 
without daring once to inquire what it Is. 
Would we but think, what value could 
we fet upon it? Lying is its very ellence; 
and what worth can there be tn any thing 
where truth is abfent ? Truth is the fir 
ftep to virtue, and the difregard of it, the 
road to every vice. Without it, men 
ceafe to be focial creatures 3 and {peech 
was given to us in vain, if we are not to 
know one anothers minds by it. Wb. 
is the life of the flatterer, but one con 
tinued lic, one long act of dillimulation; 
which, while it remains undifcovered, |s 
the bane of him whom it is practifed up- 
on; and, if difcovered, is the detfruction 
of him who praétifes it? The Turkia 
hiftory affords us an inflance of the 
feéts of this vice, which ought to be in- 
graved in indelible characters in the hearts 
of all who are in danger of falling into 
its tnares. 

Orchanes, the father of Amurath, W25 
firnamed the Wife, from his great pm 
dence in the government of his vait 
pire. Among the governors of his pro- 
vinces, there was one whom he bad mr 
fed to that rank from a very low {late for 
the fake of h virtues. His name as 
Moraldin. ‘This man, when in 2:08 
poft in the army, had fhewn fuch pines 
ples of honour and virtue, and fuch un- 
biafled juitice in his diftributions of 
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wards and punifhments to the common 
men, that the Emperor thought it his 
own intereft to place him in a larger {phere 
of ation, and give him a large province, 
snftead of a handful of men, for the fub- 
jects of his government. He chofe for 
him one of the moft rebellious provinces 
in the empire; and, when he gave him 
the command, told him, as his virtues 
had raifed him to his poft, fo there requi- 
red nothing but a perfegverance in them, 
tv continue him always init. He gave 
bim at the fame time an account of the 
troublefome fpirits of the people, andfome 
cautions in regard to them. The new 
Governor, when he arrived at his com- 
mand, fammoned the principal people, 
and many of the commons about him, 
and inquired into the caufes of their un- 
einelles. He foon convinced them, 
that their Emperor was the very beft that 
had ever been fet on the Turkith throne; 
and this by arguments which could not 
but have their weight, as they were found- 
ed on known facts. The people from 
the highelt to the loweft appeared con- 
vinced, and were charmed to be thus 
treated like reafonable creatures. They 
freely and openly mentioned their grie- 
vances; Which amounted to no more than 
lome extortions of money, and too ar- 
bitrary demands of their former Govern- 
ors, which extended even to their wives. 
The new Governor promifed them re- 
crefs, and kept his word. The inhabi- 
tants found themfelves fubjects, not flaves ; 
tiey adored Moraldin, and now prayed 
for the life of their Emperor as heartily 
as they had once curfedhim. They went 
on thus many years; and the Emperor, 
ho from time to time heard the {tate of 
te province, made the Governor pre- 
Kurs from his own coffers, which great- 
hy outweighed what he could have got 
the extortions his predeceffors had 
ued. "Thus all parties continued hap- 
Py, tll aman, born to the ruin of his 
county, appeared at the levee of the Go- 
vetnor, His name was Ofmyn. He was 
* Perion of broken fortunes, which he 
cctcrmincd to mend at court. He was 
ag of great addrefs, and foon found 
a “¥ into Moraldin’s heart. He be- 
DY praiag his virtues; but, tho’ 
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here was ample {cope enough, yct he could 
not avoid, at length, running into flat- 
tery ; and carried it, in fine, perhaps to 
the greateft height that ever man did. He 
had, in a little time, the general manage- 
ment of all the Governor’s affairs; and, 
as he then became in fact the Governor, 
cruelty became practifed under the name of 
jultice, extortion under that of neceflary 
fupplies, and luft and luxury under the 
{pecious titles of pleafure and magnifi- 
cence. Moraldin was not without the 
natural warm paffions of the Eaft; and, 
while his meals were crowned with pro- 
fufion of delicacies, and his bed with 
freth beauties every night, believed his 
minifter, that every fubject freely brought 
in his tribute of all kinds; nor once 
thought, that thonfands murmured in 
want, by being plundered to furnith his 
table ; or that every day fome father, fome 
hufband, or fome brother, curfed him in 
bittereft anguifh, for a wife, a filter, or 
a daughter, torn from their arms to be de- 
bauched. In fhort, things took their old 
turn in the province; and, while Ofmyn 
affured his mafter, beyond all poflibility 
of doubt, that his fubjects loved him as 
a friend, revered him as a father, and ad- 
ored him as a God, the country was ri- 
fing in arms to cuthis throat, and the em- 
pire threatened with a rebellion. 
When the news of this reached the 
court 6f the Emperor, his furprife was 
even greater than his anger or his forrow, 
Inftead of fummoning the Governor to 
court, he determined to go down himfelf, 
and fee the caule of fo great a change in 
a man he fo greatly and {o juftly had ap- 
proved. He went immediately ; and, in 
his entering the capital city, pot on the 
difguife of a peafant, and mingled among 
the herd to hear their complaints. The 
{tories of oppreffion, crucity, extortion, 
luft, and every other crime, which he 
heard from every mouth, and which he 
fearce could talk with 2 man who had not 
perfonally been affected by, ftrack him 
with horror. But, above the reflt, one 
crime affected him molt, He was told by 
a weeping peafant, that, the night betore, 
his daughter and his wife had been torn 
from his honfe; the one to ferve the luff 
of the Governor ; the other, of his fa- 
5 


if 
4 
ha 
rig 
ina 
4 
i 


H 
4 
ie 
44 
| 
Hi 
g 
ba 
| 
} 
} 
iit 
i] 


324 Of the reajons for Minifters deferting their flocks. July 1748, 


vourite; and that himfelf had loft an eye, 
and his only fon his life, in refifting the 
rfons who had taken them away. 

The Emperor determined to perfonate 
this injured man, and fee what his once 
honeft Governor would fay to juftify him- 
felf tohim. He chofe an hour when the 
Governor was fitting in a fummer-houfe 
with his favourite ; and, getting clofe be- 
hind it, he related the whole fhory toa 
perfon who was with him, in the moft af- 
fecting language, but as if wholly igno- 
rant of the Governor’s being near. The 
Governor liftened to the whole, with an 
attention, which he perfilted in keeping 
unmoved amidit a thoufand ruffling paf- 
fions ; and, when the relation was ended, 
he called in the fuppofed peafant, and 
with a ftern, but trembling voice, afked 
him, ‘Am I that villain you-have been 
defcribing >” To which the pretended 
peafant anfwered, ‘ What I have faid is 
wuth.” The Governor on this drew his 
{word, and prefenting the hilt of it to the 
injured man, and pointing to his favou- 
rite, faid, ‘* Here is the villain who has 
wronged you. I, whoam guilty, yet am 
innocent, in that I knew not I did aught 
againft your will. Be yourfelf his exe- 
cutioner ; and then take back your wife 
and daughter, and name yourfelf what I 
fhall do to palliate the injuries I have un- 
happily done you.” 

The Emperor, charmed with finding 
the man he loved lefs guilty than he had 
thought, was going to have facrificed the 
villain Ofayn to vengeance; but recol- 
Iecting, that it would be better to kee 
him alive, to fatisfy the people, he threw 
down the fword; and, difcovering him- 
felt, caught Moraldin in his arms, and, 
like a true friend, chattifed, comforted, 
and forgave him, in one fentence. It was 
foon noifed abroad, that the Emperor 
was there in perfon ; and the day follow- 
Ing the peafant’s caufe was examined be- 
fore a publick affembly of the people. 
The canfequence of which was, that the 
mob tore Olmyn to pieces, every injured 


Mea 


man carrying home a bit of him, to pre- 


ferve as a facred relick, to feaft his re- 
vengeful eyes on; the Governor was 
wholly excufed, and the Emperor extol- 
Jed to the clouds ; the edtate of Odnyn, 


which was fix times as great as the Go- 
vernor’s, was confifcated, to make amends 
to the injured; and the Emperor added 
from his own coffers what was Wanting 
to thoroughly fatisfy every man who had 
fuffered ; the injured peafant had a pro. 
fitable employment in the houthold of ge 
Governor; and the province enjoyed y 
long and uninterrupted tranquillity, 


To the author of the Scots Macazier, 
SIR, Perthfhire, v1. 
fee in your Magazine of March lait, 
[p.117.], aletter upon the conduct 

of Minifters of the church of Scotland, 
whofe parifhes were overpowered by the 
rebels, in time of the late rebellion, and 
which it is juttly obferved was not un. 
form. 

They are in that letter reduced to three 
claffes. 1. Somecontinued publick orthip, 
and forbore naming the King, when {ays 
your correfpondent) they thought it 
gerous. — Thefe, he fays, are 
demned,——It is to be hoped they were but 
few that acted this part, and to be withed 
there had been none. —The reatons how- 
ever they advanced to juftify their con- 
duct, may poflibly not be altogether un- 
worthy your notice :— That it was betur 
drop a part of their former litany, thin 
deprive their people of all. publick orci- 
nances; that preaching of the gol}. I was 2 
more important duty, than to be fuper 
feded upon the fingle point of not pry- 
ing for his Majelty; and that, in 
parifhes, the naming of his Majetly w ou \d 
have made the congregation generally 6 
fert publick worfhip. 

2. Some, your correfpondent fays, lett 
their flocks : and he makes fome remaths 
on the reafons given for fuch conduct 
Alag. 17455 P-464. But the Gentleman 
there mentioned, did not leave his Hock + 
he refided among them, conver{ed with 
and infruéed them, and even worllupes 
with them, in what may be called the c ? 
venticle-way; he only forbore to mectans 
worfhip with them in the church, as uss. 
Your correfpondent allows he has a pe 
cedent for withdrawing: and the reatons 
he affiens in his Ictter are, in My 

on, fufficient to juftify his conauct. — * 

comfels, more would be required to mas’ 
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‘t lawful fora paftor to leave or defert his 
flock. —It may be thought, that the mere 
fear 6 fifering ought never to prevail with 
f ert our duty in any one inftance : 
and, for that reafon, it muft have been highly 
culpable in thofe who forbore praying for 
the King, merely becaufe they thought it 
dancercus. We are warranted to fice, not 
when we fear, but when we feel perfecu- 
-»,—For a minifter of the gofpel to 
cefert his charge and flock, in time of 
danger, when they are moft in hazard of 
heing mifled by evil counfels, and artful 
farmifes ; of being overcome by tempta- 
tions; when they ftand moft in ae of 
eood counfel, and wholfome advice; of 
wile inftructions, proper fupports and 
confolations, has init, to my apprehen- 
fon, fomething fo unpaftoral and unkind 
towards one’s people, fomething fo un- 
fcriptural, and fo very different trom that 
fpirit genuine Chriftianity infpires, that 
it requires a great deal to juftify it.— 
And it will be {till harder and more dif- 
ficult to blame or condemn a contrary 
behaviour. 

3. Thofe who continued publick wor- 
fhip, and prayed for the King as ufual, 
cannot, in my apprehenfion, be blamed 
upon any principles whatever. It can 
never be pled as a principle, or eftablifh- 
edasamaxim, That one ought to de- 
fert the duties of his ftation, merely to 
avoid confequences not fixed or certain, 
and which for that reafon may poflibly 
not happen. Nor will it be every way 
fuilicient to juftify one’s fuperfeding pu- 
blick worlhip, that the Jacobites artfully 
improve the liberty he enjoys as an ar- 
gument in favour of their leader: as this 
art of theirs can be otherwife guarded a- 
pantt, and its influence prevented, by 
wile and well-timed inftruétions, and the 
iving open the reafons of this political 
conaact of theirs. 

T can never be of opinion, with your 
Correipondent, that becaufe this Gentle 
thought that the difcontinuance of pi- 
wor/bip Cin his parith), af that jun- 
Cure, tended to the prefervation of cur re- 
aud liberties, be muft have judged 
Met contrary conduct would have had a 
(rary effect. This conclufion is wide 
* the premilles, That the part he act- 
Was lawful, or even duty, in his fitua- 
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tion and circumftances, I admit. Will 
it therefore follow, that it was fo in eve- 
ry other cafe? By no means. And lam 
convinced, that Rev. Gentleman never 
meant to fay {o.—In countries where the 
rebellion prevailed from firlt to laft; 
where feverals who till then had always 
behaved peaceably, and as became good 
fubjects, were in fulpence, and wavering 5 
where landlords, whether they perfonal- 
rs joined themfelves or not, were pref- 

ng out their tenants into the rebellion; 
and where what proved the {tronge(t re- 
ftraint with numbers, was a regard to 
fafety : in fuch a fituation, the pailor of 
the parifh, his prefence, and doing the 
dutics of his ftation, was the beft part 
he could act, to keep heart in, and fup- 
port the well-aftected ; to confirm fuch 
as wavered; and to advife and afhitt the 
helplefs commons to ward off and avoid 
every blow threatened or flruck at them 
fromtime totime. By the Minifter’s {teadi- 
nefs,the vulgar, the bulk of the people, took 
theirmeiths, not only of what was duty, but 
alfo what would be the iflue of the then 
dark and perplexed feene ; as they gene- 
rally believe he {ees farther and knows 
more than moft others in the parith. — 
I am confident, that had the Minifters in 
many parifhes deferted their parith and 
duty, three, four, five, and may be fix 
of the parifhioners would have joined the 
rebellion, tor every one that did. —The 
part they acted was to them the propereft 
meafure to obltruct the rebellion, and de- 
feat its fucceis: and that it was very dil- 
pleafing to the Jacobites, is evident ; as 
fuch Minifters were above all others made 
to feel the finart and effects of their dil- 
pleafure.——/ am, &c. 


An exa account of the prices lately given for tea 
in China, in Sterling money. 


Tea finglo, per pound, ~— 1 29 totlis 
Tea bing, ditto, -- I 3.9 toths 
‘Tea hyfon, ditto, 2 § 5 loths 
Tea fouchong, ditto, ad 1 6 § Ioths 
Tea bohea, ditto, © 10 1 
Tea congo, ditto, © 11 6 toths 


Total for fix pounds 8 4 5 toths 


This, upon an average, is fomething more than 
ts. 4d. halfpenny cach pound ; and with freight, 
commiffion, tactory-charges, G¢, may biing it to 
about 15. 6d, gach pound, 
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The debate upon the Bucks bill continued. 
The [pcech of Cn. Genucius, Arm. 


Mr Prefident, 

HE affair now before us has been 
reprefented in fuch an invidious 
light by its oppofers, as renders it abfo- 
lutely sreceffary to fay the whole cafe be- 
fore you; which I thall doin as plain and 
brief'a manner as pofhible, and then leave 
it to the houfe to determine, whether it 
deferves the many hard epithets it has 

been foaded with in this debate. 
Whether the town of Buckingham has 
g title to be called the county-town, or whe- 
ther any town in that or any other coun- 
ty has a title to be called fo, 1s a queftion 
that I fhall not give myilelf the trouble to 
examine ; nor do I think it material, to 
determine that queftion one way or other. 
But this I will fay, Sir, that the town of 
Buckingham is the moft ancient, and was 
the moft confiderable town in that coun- 
ty, till trade and manufactures began to 
be eltablithed amongft us. ‘Till that hap- 
py xra, Sir, it is well known, that all 
our towns, efpecially our inland towns, 
owed their original to fome {trong caftle 
in the neighbourhood, and that thofe ca- 
files were made ufe of as prifons for all 
forts of criminals. When any fach ca- 
file was built, as fome great Lord gene- 
rally lived ip it, and as a garrifon, or 
number of armed men, was ufafly kept in 
m, this of courfe drew artificers, fhop- 
keepers and victuallers, to fettle and build 
themfelves houtes, at {ome place near the 
eattle, in order to furnith the Lord and 
his family, or the garriion, with what ne- 
cellartes they wanted: and the farmers 
in the neighbourhood, as well as many 
of the fmall frecholders, likewi? built 
themieives houfes there, in order to be 
protected againft that fort of robbers for- 
merly called by whom all 
parts of the country, as well as the North- 
érn, were in tormer apes very much in- 
feited; and us they often appeared in 
great bodies, it was neceflary to lodge all 


criminas in prifens within fome ftrotg 
entic, dor preventing their being refcued 
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Thus, Sir, moft of our towns firt be. 
gan to be formed, and to this the towy 
of Buckingham owes its original, The 
old and the {trong caftle built there gaye 
rife to the town, very probably betore 
there was any thing like a town in any 
other part of the county; which was 
probably the reafon why in ancient times, 
and for many ages, the county-courts, 
the quarter-feflions, and the aflizes were 
held, and the whole bufinefs of the coun- 
ty was tranfaGed at Buckingham: and 
the county-goal was at the caftle there, 
as appears by many books and records, 
But towards the end of the reign of Hen- 
ry VIII. the Lord Chief Juftice Baldwyn, 
having purchafed the manor of Ayle{bu- 
ry, refolved, for the advantage, and to 
increafe the rents of his manor, to cn- 
courage and promote the trade of that 
town as much as he could. With this 
view, and this folely, he endeavoured, 
and had intereft enough to accomplifh 
bringing the county-courts, the quarter- 
fefions, and the aflizes to be generally 
held, and almott the whole bufinets of the 
county to be tranfacted at Aylefbury ; to 
the great prejudice of the town of Buc- 
Kingham, and all that part of the coun- 
ty: which they were very fenfible of, and 
loudly complained of the injury that had 
thus, for the private advantage of a Chict 
Juftice, been done them. But they could 
tind no proper opportunity for fecking 
redrefs till the year 16143 when, at thar 
requeft, a bill was actually brought into 
parliament for fixing the fummer-affizes 
for the county at the town of Bucking- 
ham; which bill would probably have 
been paffed into a law, if the parliament 
bad not been fuddenly diffolved four days 
after the bill was brought in. " 

This difappointment, Sir, fo much dil- 
couraged the inhabitants of the town of 
Buckingham, and that part of the coon 
ty, that they never made any new apps 
cation to parliament. But, luckily for 
them, one of their town{men came to be 
a judge foon after the year 17720, and he 
had intereft enough to get the fammer-4i- 
fizes always held at the town of Bucking- 
ham as long as he lived 5 which pracs<” 
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July 1748. 
was continued after his death without in- 
terruption, till lait year, when a Chief 
judge, whom I do not chufe to mention 
by name, had fogmed a {cheme for get- 
ting one of his fons chofen a reprefenta- 
tive in parliament for the town of Aylef- 
bury ; and, to render his fcheme fuccefs- 
ful, he refolved (1 may fuppofe, promi- 
fed) to get the fummer-aflizes brought 
back to that town; which he according- 
ly effected, and the aflizes were by him 
held there lait fummer, about the time 
the election of their reprefentatives came 
on; when they, in return for the favour 
conferred upon them, chofe one of his 
{ons as one of their reprefentatives in 
parliament. 

I could here expatiate, Sir, upon the 
nature of private jobbs, and the bad confe- 
quence of magiftrates wrelting their power 
and authority towards the accomplifhment 
of uch; and I could give hard names 
with more juftice, I think, than the Gen- 
temen of the other fide can pretend to: 
but I chufe to leave them in the fole pof- 
(fon of fuch fort of arguments; and 
fhall only obferve, that the inhabitants of 
the town of Buckingham thought them- 
‘elves injured by being deprived of the 
lummer-aflizes, which had been held at 
their town without interruption for twen- 
‘uve or twenty fix years preceeding. If 
the removing of the fummer-aflizes had 
been founded upon any publick motives, 
orit it had been for the advantage or 
convenience of the county in general, the 
‘yn of Buckingham would have quietly 
‘omitted to their misfortune. But who- 
‘ver looks upon the map of the county 
null fee, that the county in general is 
very little interefted in the queltion : for 
me cuiance between Aylefbury and Buc- 
hingham is but feventecn meafured miles, 
“nto ride feventeen miles more or lefs 
in the fummer-time, can be a matter of 
"Moment to any perfon whatever. Be- 
lives, as the diftance from the Southern ex- 
Umity of the county to Aylefbury is twen- 
tevenmeatured miles, from Aylefbury to 
buckingham,as I have faid, but feventeen, 
“ trom Buckingham to the Northmoft 
rremity twenty one, it is more reafon- 


“its Mat thole of the Southern extremi- 


be obliged to ride forty four miles 
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in the fummer time, and but twenty {e- 
ven in the winter, than that thofe in the 
Northern extremity fhould be obliged to 
ride thirty eight miles to the aflizes both 
fummer and winter. 

What I have faid, Sir, relates only to 
the Iength of this county, which is about 
fixty miles from South to North: for as 
to the breadth, it is of no confideration ; 
becaufe the county is in moft places not 
above ten or twelve miles broad ; and 
Ayletbury hes almoft as near to the Eaft- 
ern boundary, as Buckingham does to the 
Weltern. ‘Then as to the county-goal’s 
being at Ayletbury, the removing of the 
prifoners from thence to Buckingham, in 
the fummer-time, can be attended with no 
danger ; becaufe they are not obliged to 
travel in the dark, to hie a night upon the 
road; and in the day-time there can be 
no danger of an efcape or refcue 5 clpeci- 
ally as the Sheriff may have a party of the 
troops to attend him, it he thould have 
reafon to apprehend an attempt towards 
arefcue. Nor can this removal be attend- 
ed with any expence to the county; be- 
caufe the expence ot fuch removals is al- 
ways deirayed by the publick, and the 
Sheriff has an allowance for it, in his ac- 
counts, 

The town of Buckingham had befides 
thefe, Sir, another and a very ftrong rea- 
fon for {uppoling, that the advantage or 
convenience of the county in general had 
no fhare in the motives for depriving thera 
of the fiummer-aflizes for tho’ the fim - 
mer-aflizes had been held at their town 
for twenty five or twenty fix years pre- 
ceeding, without the leaft interruption, 
the county never thought themfelves ay- 
grieved, nor had evcr made the feaft com- 
plaint againft it: and as to the conveni- 
ence or accommodation of the judges 
themfelves and their attendants, the pea- 
ple of Buckingham knew, that it could be 
no motive for depriving them of the ad- 
vantage of the fummer affizes ; becaufe 
their town-hall, where the courts of ju- 
{tice are holden, is a large commodious 
building, and more convenient for both 
the civil and criminal courts, than ss to 
be met with any where upon that circuit, 
the countics of Norfolk and Suffolk only 
excepted ; and becaule, tho’ there may be 
more 
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more private houfes in Ayletbury, the inns 
at Buckingham are more in number, lar- 
ger, and better provided, than thofe at 
Aylefbury ; as all that have travelled that 
road have found by experience, and as 
the judges and counfel upon the circuit 
have often declared. 

From thefe circumitances, Sir, the peo- 
ple of Buckingham concluded, that they 
had been deprived of the fummer-atlizes 
merely to ferve the private purpofe of an 
ambitious judge ; and this they looked 
on, not, I think, without reafon, asa grie- 
vance. But what was {hill worfe, they 
forefaw, that this srievance would be 
tinued probably for many years, and that 
by this means they might be for ever de- 
prived of having either the fummer or win- 
ter afhzes held at their town. This, I 
fay, they forefaw, and could not but fore- 
fee it, from the eltablithed practice in ap- 
pointing the places for holding the aflizes 
aliiover the kinedom. According to this 
practice, the judges mect before every if- 
fuable term, and chule the circuits which 
they are to go upon. When they have 
fettled this point amongft themfelves, the 
Chancellor, out of complaifance, always 
icaves it to the judges to appoint the pla- 
ces where the atlizes are to be held, in 
the feveral counties, within their refpe- 
étive circuits ; and when this is done, the 
Chancellor carries the paper to the King 
for his approbation, after which it is pu- 
blithed in the London gazette. His Ma- 
jeity, “tis true, or the Chancellor, may al- 
ter this paper both as to the judges, and 
the places where the affizes are to be held; 
but of this, I believe, there is hardly an 
inflance upon record: fo that in general 
it may be concluded, that the judges have 
the chufing of their circuits, and the ap- 
pointing of the places for holding the af- 
lizes, in the feveral counties within their 
re{pective circuits. 

Now, as the Chief Judge who removed 
the afizes latt fummer trom Buckingham, 

an never go the winter-circuits, becaufe 
of his being obliged to attend the other 
houfe; is it not highly probable, that he 
will alwavs, in the fummer-time, chufe 
the Buckingham circuit, and thet the o- 
ther judges will be fo complaifant as to 
allow him his choice? If they are,. is it 
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not likewife probable, that as long as he 
goes that circuit, which may be many 
years to come, he will in return for the 
favour done to his fon, and to Procure a 
continuance of the fame favour, appoint 
the town of Aylefbury as the place for 
holding the fummer-athzes for the county 
of Buckingham ? And may not the town 
of Buckingham, by this means, be for e- 
ver deprived of the fummer-aflizes ? 

Sir, had not the town of Buckingham 
good reafon tocomplain of this grievance? 
had they not good reaton to feek for re- 
drefs ? But where fhould they apply for 
redrefs ? Had they applied to the Lord 
Chancellor and the judges, they would 
have been told, that the conflant proctice 
was agaiaft them. They could apply no 
where but to parliament: and conld the 
reprefentatives they have chofen retufe to 
countenance them in applicition? 
The promoting of this bill is therefore no 
private jobb, nor any rafh or improdent 
undertaking in the Gentlemen who repre- 
fent that borough. It is no more than 
what they are in honour, in duty, in pra- 
titude bound to do. If it had been anew 
and unprecedented thing, to fix the hold- 
ing of the aflizes at any one or more pur 
ticular towns in a county, this {tep might 
have been thought extraordinary ; bot w: 
have many inftances of patents for hxing 
the aflizes at particular places. Upon ont 
journals we have many inftances of 6.) 
brought in for this purpofe ; and in ou 
{tatute-book we have one law for fin 
the affizes for the county of Cumberlon. 
at Carlifle; we had another for fixing the 
aflizes for Staffordthire at the county-to"n 
of Stafford ; we have a third for fsing 
the county-courts, and confequent!y, 
think, the aflizes, for Suffex, alternate’, 
one year at Lewes, and the other at ©)! 
chefter, which is in the remote!t coms! 
of that county; and we have a fourth !0r 
fixing the county-courts, and confequeat- 
ly, I fhould think, the aflizes, for Not 


and prcat landholders, furely deferv: 
be fo far confidered in this houfe, 2s be 
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i ordinary or unprecedented in the dill : 
before us and a bill founded upon 
am tions fiened by fo many eminent poo 
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be allowed a fecond reading. Whether 
it be a bill that ought to be pafled into 
a jaw, may then, and cannot till then 
be properly confidered but whether it 
he paled or no, it will, I believe, have 
this good effect: It will fhew our judges, 
{y-are as well as prefent, that they are not 
to mike ufe of the power they are in this 
reipect veited with, for promoting their 
own felith and private ends ; and it will 
probably reftore the fummer-aflizes to the 
town of Buckingham fooner than a cer- 
tain Gentleman intended they fhould. 
Therefore let the fate of the bill be what 
it will, the effect of attempting it will 
fhew, that it was neither a rafh nor an 
inconfiderate undertaking. 


Tie /peech of C, Livius Salinator. 
Prefident, 

S the Hon. Gentleman who fpoke 
lait, has been pleafed to give you 

his itate of the cafe with refpeét to the bill 
now before us, I fhall beg leave to give 
you 2 {tate of the cafe as it appears to me; 
aid when both are fully laid before you, 
the houfe will be able to determine, which 
isthe moit true and genuine; for that 
you mutt determine, before you can judge 
Whether this bill deferves your indulgence 
orrelentment, But before I begin, Sir, 
I mult obferve, that it is certainly the in- 
tercit, and mutt be for the conveniency of 
every county, to have the affizes held at 
the moit centrical town in the county ; 
and what is for the good of every indivi- 
dual, mult be allowed to be for the pu- 
Nick good of the whole. Cuftom has, in 
lome cates, determined it otherwife ; and 
this cullom was in ancient times, when 
the peace of the country was often inter- 
rapted by large gangs of robbers, not on- 
ly reafonable, but neceffary: but now 
tat the peace of the country is fettled, 
ty scultom ought to be altered in all coun- 
"es where it is not fupported by fome 
particular reafon, As in every county 
the ailizes ought to be held at the molt 
‘ntrical town, fo the county-goal ought 
(0 Se at that town; becaufe it renders it 
eq ually fafe and eafy for the conttables, 
- other officers of juftice, in the re- 
rte places of the county, to bring theix 
pr oners to the county-goal. Both thefe 
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conveniences the county of Bucks were 
fo fenfible of, that but very lately ti ey 
were at the expence of obtaining an act 
of parliament for taxing themfelves, and 
did by virtue thereof raife a very large fum 
of money tor building a county-goal, a 
fhire-hall, and other buildings neceflary 
for holding the aflizes at Aylefbury ; 
which have been fince built and rendered 
every way commodious. And to fhew 
thai the bill now before us is not the firft 
act of felfithnefs the town of Buckingham 
has been guilty of, I mult obferve, that 
this act of parliament was oppofed by the 
town of Buckingham, till the county a- 
greed, that the inhabitants of that town 
fhould be free from the tax to be raifed ; 
which was a favour that the town of Wy- 
comb, if they had been as felfifh, had as 
much a right to infilt on: but that town 
fubmitted to what was deemed for the ge- 
neral good of their county, andagreed tobe 
taxed towards an expence that might pro- 
bably deprive them of the aflizes for ever. 
I fay, for ever; becaute it is certainly for 
the publick good, as well as for the con- 
venience of every county, to have the af- 
fizes held at that town where the county~ 
goal is eltablithed, unlets where fome par- 
ticular reafon demands the contrary, as 
in Surrey, where the neighbourhood of 
London makes it neceflary to have their 
chief goal in Southwark. 

After having thus laid it down as a ma- 
xim, Sir, That it would be for the gene- 
ral good of every county, and con{equent- 
ly for that of the whole nation, to have 
the county-goal eftablifhed, and the afli- 
zes always held, at the moft centrical 
town of the county, I muft obferve, that 
tho’ this maxim may generally hold ; yet 
it would be wrong to render it unalterable 
by law; becaufe in fome counties parti- 
cular reafons demand the contrary, and 
at particular times in other counties there 
may be reafons for not holding the aflizes 
at the moft centrical town: betides, if 
the affizes were unalterably appointed to 
be held at any particular town, it might 
encourage the innholders, and other deal- 
ers in that town, to impofe and exact up- 
on the judges, and all others who are ob- 
liged to attend the aflizes there. Vor this 
reafon our laws have wifely left it in the 
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power of the Chancellor, with the advice 
of the Juftices, to appoint the place in 
each county where the nextaflizes are to be 
held. And it may be true, that the Chan- 
cellor, out of complaifance, leaves it to 
the judges who are to go upon each refpe- 
ctive circuit, to appoint the places where 
the aflizes are to be held in each county 
Within their circuit. Buta juft and im- 
partial judge will always appoint the moft 
centrical town of each county for holding 
the aflizes, efpecially if the county-goal 
be there, unlefs when there is fome very 
particular reafon, of a publick nature, for 
appointing them to be held at fome other 
town of that county. 

In ancient times, Sir, there was lefs 
reaton than now for holding the aflizes at 
the moft centrical town of each county ; 
becaufe, as the peace of the country was 
feldom well fettled, the Sheritf, with the 
comitatus, ufed to receive the judges 
at their entrance into the county, and at- 
tend them as a guard while they remained 
in the county, and till they were received 
by the Sheriff and p:jje comitatus of the 
next county; therefore, as every man in 
the county was obliged to attend the jud- 
ges through the whole county, it was the 
more indifferent to them at what place in 
the county the aflizes were held. But of 
jatter times, none but the Sheriff and his 
officers are obliged to attend the judges 
through the whole county: as all others, 
fuch as jurymen, witnelles, parties, and 
the hke, are obliged to attend only at the 
place where, and during the time when 
the athzes areheld; equity requires, that 
this attendance fhould not be rendered 
more burdenfome upon one part of the 
county than upon another ; which can be 
no way avoided, but by holding the afh- 
zes at the molt centrical town, when there 
is no particular reafon tor holding them 
at any other place. 

If in former apes, Sir, the afizes were 
held, and the whole buiinefs of the coun- 
ty tranfacted, and the county-goal efta- 
blifhed, at the town of Buckingham, hi- 
ftory will furnifh us with a particular rea- 
fon which now no loneer fublifts. This 
reafon was not becaufe Buckingham was 
the town which pave name to the coun- 
ty, or becaufe it was the principal and 
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molt confiderable town. of the county ; 
for the legal name of the county is Bx: Sy 
and it received this name from the Saxon 
word douky, which fignifies heech-jye. 
becaufe of the vaft quantity of that fae 
of timber which grew in that county; 
and for the fame reafon the town of Buc 
kingham was fo called, that is to fay, t/. 
village of beech-trees, becaute the woods 
of beech-trees were there larger than in 
any other part of the county. Then as 
to Buckingham’s -being the molt conii- 
derable town, it is certain, that both 
Aylefbury and Wycomb were in ancient 
times more confiderable for trade and 
number of inhabitants: for, in Docm/Jiv- 
book, the town of Buckingham is valued 
but as one hide of land, which is no 
more than the eighth part of a knight's 
fee, and it had then but twenty fix. bur- 
gelies in it. But what made it confider- 
able was, becaufe of its having been torti- 
fied, and having a {trong caflle built there, 
by our Saxon Kings, as a {trong pats and 
good defence againft the irruptions of the 
Danes. For this reafon, when the coun- 
try was almoit continually infetied by 
large gangs of robbers, or Aehert/mer, 
both the ailizes and county-courts were 
held at Buckingham, becaufe they were 
in greater fafety there than in any other 
part of the county; and the prifoners 
were kept in the caftle, as being the mot 
fecure place within that county. 
But, Sir, before the end of the ragn 
of Henry VIII. both thefe reafons cea- 
fed to exit. The caftle was gone to ruin, 
and no longer fit for being made a pri- 
fon ; the fortifications of the town were 
gone to decay, and the peace of the 
county eftablithed ; fo that the judges 
were at full liberty to appoint the aihizes 


to be held at that town which was moit 


convenient for the county in general ; 
which was the reafon, and 2 good realon 
too, for removing both the county-courts 
and the aflizes to the town of Ayle{bury. 
It may perhaps be true, that the Lord 
Chief Juilice Baldwyn had, towards the 
end of that reign, purcha ed the manor 
of Ayle {bury > and that for the advan- 
tage of the manor he had purchated, he 
made ufe of his intereft to get the coun: 
ty-courts and affizes removed from 
hingham 
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kingham to Aylefbury. If this was his 
chief motive, the removal with refpect to 
him may be called a jobb. But it was 
what an Hon. Gentleman has, in this de- 
bate, called a laudable jobb, becaufe it 
coincided with the publick intereft. And 
however prevalent this private motive 
might be withhim, it could have no weight 
with the Chancellor and other judges, nor 
with the High Sheriff and Jultices of the 
Peace. With them no motive could 
have great weight, but the convenience 
of the county in general ; and this motive 
ought ever fince to have prevailed, and 
ought {till to prevail, for holding both the 
county-courts and the aflizes at Aylefbury, 
as often as there isno particular reafon of a 
publick nature, that requires their being 
held at fome other town in that county. 
After having thus, Sir, examined the 
conduct of Lord Chief Jultice Baldwyn, 
with refpect to removing the aflizes from 
Buckingham to Aylefbury, I thal] next 
examine the conduét of the late Judge 
Denton, with refpect to holding the fum- 
mer-allizes always at Buckingham. That 
Gentleman happened to be a native of the 
town of Buckingham, or at leaft of that 
part of the county; and in order to do 
a favour to that town, he prevailed with 
the Chancellor and Judges to appoint 
the fummer-aflizes to be conftantly held 
at Buckingham. I am forry to fay any 
thing that may in the leaft reflec& upon 
that worthy Gentleman, who was certain- 
ly a good judge, as well as a very honeft 
man, But as there could be no reafon 
of a publick nature for thus holding the 
lummer-aflizes conftantly at fuch a remote 
comer of the county, it can be called 
nothing but a private jobb. I fhall not 
call it an infimous jobb becaufe it pro- 
ceeded trom a laudable principle, an affe- 
Gon for the place of his nativity : but it 
Was ¢ partiality which a judge ought not 
tohave been guilty of; and if it was not 
* criminal, it was at Jeaft a culpable com- 
Piaifance in the Chancellors and other 
ress to indulge him fo long in this piece 
re partiality ; becaufe it was doing inju- 
“ict to the greatelt part of that county. 
know, Sir, it is faid, that this cu- 
‘was continued for fome years after 


“Geath, But this was for the fame rea- 
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fon that many bad cuftoms are continued, 
merely becaule of its being the cuftom. 
In all fuch cafes, that man who has the 
courage to break through a bad cuttom, 
deferves the thanksof hiscountry. Which 
leads me to examine the conduét of that 
learned and upright judge who brought the 
fummer-aflizes back to Aylefbury. That 
Gentleman obferved, as nothing can efcape 
his penctration, that the cuitom of hold- 
ing con{tantly the fummer-aflizes for the 
county of Bucks at Buckingham, had been 
introduced by partiality, and continued 
by pulillanimity, to the prejudice of the 
greate{t part of the county, and contrary 
to that rule which ought generally to be 
obferved thro’ the whole kingdom; there- 
fore he refolved to take the firft opportu- 
nity for breaking thro’ this cuitom ; and 
for this he deferves the thanks inftead of 
the reproaches of his country, Unlucki- 
ly for him, this opportunity did not offer 
till lait fummer, when the laft parliament 
was unexpectedly diflolved, and a new 
one appointed to be chofen ; and as the 
town of Aylefbury had refolved to chufe 
one of his fons as one of their reprefenta- 
tives, and as the election was to come on 


about the time of holding the aflizes, this 
furnifhed his enemies, and the people of . 


Buckingham, with a pretence, that he had 
got Aylefbury appointed as the place for 
holding the affizes, in order to favour his 
fon’s election. 

Sir, when two motives concur for a 
Gentleman’s conduct, one of a publick 
and another of a private nature, it is an 
uncharitable way of judging, to fuppote, 
that his conduct is founded merely upon 
that motive which is of a private nature 5 
efpecially when there are many reafons 
for fuppofing that this could not be his 
motive, as there are in the cafe now be- 
fore us: for as the place for holding the 
aflizes was not at his abfolute difpofal, he 
could not promife the people of Aylefbu- 
ry to have the fummer-aflizes held there, 
on condition of their refolving to chufe 
his fon for one of their reprefentatives 5 
nay, we know, that if any fuch promife 
and refolution had been previoufly known, 
it would probably have prevented Aylefbu- 
ry’s ever having the fummer-aflizes, till 


fome change had happened in our publick 
Yy2 afiairs. 
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affairs. But letus fuppofe, Sir, that this 
of getting his fon choien one of the re- 
preientatives for the town of Aylelbury, 
was his chief motive for getting the latt 
fummer-aflizes appointed to be held at 
that town, the worlt we can fay of it is, 
that it was a private jobb; but at the 
fame time we mutt contefs, that it was a 
Jaudable jobb; becaufe the general intereft 
of the county coincided with it: and can 
this be a reafon for our doing {uch an in- 
jury to that county, as to fix the fummer- 
aflizes for ever at Buckingham ? 

But, fay thefe Gentlemen, it can be no 
injury to that countyin general; becaute, 
tho’ the fummer-aflzes for that county 
have been held at the town of Bucking- 
ham for thefe twenty four or twenty five 
years paft, without interruption, the coun- 
ty never complained of it; which they 
would certainly have done, had they 
thought it an injury. Itis true, Sir, the 
county never made any folemn or pu- 
blick complaint: but it is impoflible to 
fuppofe, that the Gentlemen in the mid- 
dle, and all the Southern part of the coun- 
ty, did not think it was dn injury, to ob- 
fige them to ride every fummer thirty four 
miles more than they would have bad oc- 
cafion for, had the aflizes been held at 
Ayleibury; and every High Sheriff of 
that county mult have been fenfible of the 
injury done him, in obliging him to run 
the rik of carrying his prifoners every 
fummer from Aylefbury to Buckingham, 
and back to Aylefbury again. ‘Ihe Gen- 
tlemen of the county of Bucks have fufhi- 
ciently thewn, that they think Aylefbury 
the mot proper place for holding the af- 
fizes, by their having eftablifhed the coun- 
ty-courts and quarter-feflions there, and 
by their putting themfelves to fo great a 
charge in obtaining an act of parliament, 
and building a county-geal, fhire-hall, 
and other buildings neceifary for holding 
the athacs at Ayle(bury, Therefore, if 
that county did not bring a complaint in- 
to parliament againtt holding the fom- 
mer-aflizes fo conttantly at Buckingham, 
We are not to impute it to their not think- 
ing themtelves injured, but to their re- 
gard for the prerogative of the crown, 
and the power of the judges ; both which 


they cenccived would be impeached by 
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bringing fuch a complaint into pariis- 
ment, and for this reafon they refolved 
to fubmit to the injury with patience, till 
they fhould tind a judge, who had ccurage 
enough to break thro’ the injurious cu- 
{tom that had been eftablithed. 

This, Sir, they at lat found in the 
judge who has been fo often hinted at in 
this debate. But we now find, that the 
town of Buckingham, or at lea{t the Gen- 
tlemen who fet them on, are far from ha- 
ving the fame regard for their fovereign, 
or the fame refpeét for the judges of the 
realm. Becaule a partial and {2- 
vour has been fhewn to them for theie 
twenty four or twenty five years pall, 
they think they have prefcribed a right to 
it, and conclude, that they are injured by 
being for but once deprived of it; and, 
throwing afide the regard due to the pre- 
rogatives of the crown, as well as the te: 
{pect due to the judges of the realm, they 
have come here with a complaint, and 
modettly defire, that we fhould fix them 
for ever by act of parliament in the poiicl- 
fion of that partial and unjuil tavour 
which they have already too long enjoyes. 

I fhall prant, Sir, that thole Gentc- 
men who are the reprefentatives of any 
county, city, or borough, are in duty 
bound to patronize them in any jufl and 
reafonable requelt they have to bring !- 
to parliament: but if the requeft be un- 
juft, unreafonable, or inconfilient wit 
the publick good, their reprefentatives 
fhould confider, that after they take their 
feats in this affembly, they become the 
reprefentatives of the Commons 0! ©. 
Britain ; and confequently they are !o fr 
from being in duty bound to patronize of 
countenance the place they reprefent * 
any fuch requeit, that if they cannot »y 
their advice prevent its being brought in- 
to parliament, they are in duiy 
country bound to oppote it there. 
thev behave otherwife, if in order to Te 
conimend themifelves to ihe favour of 
conttituents, and to fecure their next & 
lection, they patronize them 1n hich a re 
guelt, and make ufe of all their intercit, 
and all their abilities, to render it fucccls: 
ful, they facrifice the good of their coun- 
try to their own ambition ; and, sisal 
gueytly, with refpect to them, it becon® 
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not only a private jobb, but a private 
jobb of the moit infamous kind, 

| have {hewn, Sir, that itis the intereft 
ofevery county, and confequently the in- 
rereit of the nation in general, to have 
the alizes held at the moit centrical town 
of the county, When no particular reaion 
of a pablick nature requires their being 
held at {ome other place : but as thefe par- 
ticular reafons often occur, and are fo 
various, that they cannot be defcribed, 
therefore no general regulation can in 
this refpeét be made; and for this rea- 
fon the law has wifely left it to the Lord 
Chancellor, with the advice of the Juiti- 
ces, and | muit add, with the approbati- 
on of the crown, to appoint the place in 
each re{pective county where the next af- 
fizes are to be held. Thus the law {tands 
at prefent; thus, Sir, it has ftood for a- 
ges pail, without the leaft complaint of 
any grievance or abufe, till the lodging 
the complaint now before us. And a 
fort tiate of the cafe will fhew how this 
complaint is founded. A fmall town at 
the remotelt corner of a county, where 
neither the county-courts nor quarter- 
fllions have been held for many years, 
and which is at a great diftance from the 
town where the county-goal is by act of 
parliament eftablifhed; this town, I fay, 
come, and complain, that the laft fum- 
mer-alhzes were held at the moft centri- 
cal town of the county; the town where 
tie county-courts, the quarter-feflions, 
and the elections of knights of the fhire, 
have for many years been held; and the 
‘own Where the county-goal and fhire- 
ball have by aét of parliament, and at the 
expence of the county, been built and e- 
ttublithed and the reafons they aflign for 
us complaint are, that in former ages 
the county-courts and aflizes were held 
@ their town, for particular reafons that 
how no longer exift; and that by the par- 
tality of a Jate judge, who was their 
townfman, the fummer-aflizes have been 
held there for twenty five years palt with- 
interruption, to the great prejudice 
©: teveral other towns, and the greateft 
part of that county, 
/ This, Sir, is the foundation of their 
complaint ; and, I am perfuaded, it will, 
Gentlemen, appear extraordina- 


333 
ry. But their requelt muft appear {ill 
more extraordinary, ‘Their requeft is, 
that we thould incroach upon the prero- 
gative of the crown, put an affront upon 
the judges of the realm, alter that law 
which has been found for the good of the 
nation in general, and do an injury to all 
the other towns, and the major part of 
the county of Bucks, by pafling an act 
for uxing the fummer-aflizes at their 
town i fecula feculorum., Surely, Sir, 
their reprefentatives can be under no ob- 
ligation to patronize them in {ucha pround- 
lefs complaint, or fuch an unreafonable 
reque(t, If they do patronize them, ma- 
ny will be apt to fufpect, that their patro- 
nage proceeds only trom their private 
ambition ; and if it does, it is a private 
jobb of the mofl infamous kind. For 
my own part, Lam always willing to judpe 
as charitably as poflible of all mens aéi- 
ons, and therefore I mutt fuppofe, that 
as the young Gentlemen who are repre- 
fentatives for the town of Buckingham, 
are natives of that part of the county, 
their partiality towards their natal folum 
prevents their {ceing this affair in its pro- 
per light; but by this veil the eyes of 2 
very tew Gentlemen in this houle can be 
blinded : and now the affair has been fet 
in a clear and proper light, 1 hope, the 
young Gentlemen themielves will drop 
their patronage, and content themfelves 
with having fhewn, that if our judges 
fhould make ufe of any power they are 
velled with, for promoting their own fel- 
fith ends, they mutt expect to be expofed 
to the notice, and perhaps the cenfure of 


this auguft ailembly. 


The fpeech of Cn. Fulyius, Arm. 

Mr Prefident, 

Cannot help expreffing my furprife at 
I the oppolition made to the bill now 
before us. Eor my part, when I heard 
the bill moved for, I thought it an af- 
fair of fo private and indifferent a nature, 
that till { came this day to the houfe, I 
did not give mylclf the lealt trouble to 
confider, what might be faid for or a- 
gain{t it; and therefore cannot be 
pected, that Iam any ay qualified tor 
aniwering the many loorncd arguments 
that have been made ule of, by the Gene 
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tlemen who have fpoke againft giving it 
a fecond reading: but as there are many 
Gentlemen in the fame fituation with me, 
this alone is fufficient for prevailing with 
us to order the bill to be read a fecond 
time, that Gentlemen may have time to 
confider what they have this day heard, 
and to examine what other arguments 
may be brought in favour of either fide 
of the queftion. 
In favour of the bill, it is faid, Sir, 
that the defign of it is to do juftice to the 
town of Buckingham, and to quiet the 
minds of the people of that county, who 
have been fet at variance, by a piece of 
partiality fhewn laft fummer by one of 
our judges, for a felfifh end of his own, 
in favour of the town of Aylefbury. In 
this light 1 really think it an affair that 
deferves very little of our time, and much 
le(s of our zeal. But if we were to place 
an implicit faith in the Gentlemen of the 
other fide, it is a bill by which the whole 
frame of our conftitution is in danger of 
being dillolved, the prerogative of the 
crown incroached on, the judges affront- 
ed, the publick brought into confufion, 
and the county of Buckingham highly in- 
ured, 
I muft confefs, Sir, I am yet fo blind 
as not to fee any of thefe hideous confe- 
nen ; Lcannot fee what this billhas to 
o with our conftitution, either in church 
or ftate, and much lefs can I fee how the 
prerogative of the crown is thereby to be 
incroached on, Before the reign of Ri- 
chard II. I fhall allow, that the crown 
had, by its prerogative, the power of ap- 
pointing the places where the aflizes were 
to be held in each county : but this pre- 
rogative was ghen given up, and the 
power lodged my the Chancellor, with the 
advice of the Jattices for the time being; 
fo that no prerogative of the crown can 
have the leaft concern in the prefent que- 
flion. And as to the power velted in 
the judres, by the a@ of the rith of that 
reign, furcly it will not be faid, that the 
pariiamént can no way limit that power, 
as to any particular county, without put- 
ting an affront upon the judges. We 
have in our {tatute-books feveral aés of 
this kind. Was it ever faid, was it e- 


ver thought, that by any of thefe agts-an 
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affyont was put upon the judges? No 
Sir: the parliament may have feveral rea. 
fons for directing the aflizes to be held 
at one or more particular places in 
county, tho’ the judges have never been 
guilty of any abute of their power, with 
refpect to that county or any other ; and 
therefore no fuch act can be fuppofed as 
intended to pat an affront upon the 
judges. 

Then, Sir, as to the bill’s being incon- 
fiftent with the peace or the publick good 
of the nation in general, I cannot con- 
ceive what connexion there is between 
the place where the aflizes are to be 
held for the county of Buckingham, and 
the peace or publick good of the nation 
in general. But it is faid, that the paf- 
fing, or giving countenance to this bill, 
will be the occafion of fuch bills being 
brought into parliament with refpect to 
every county in England; which will 
be the caufe of great confufion in the 
country. How, Sir, can the bringing of 
any bill into parliament occafion confu- 
fion ? Has not every fubject a right to 
petition the parliament? has not every 
member a right to move for any bill he 
thinks neceffary ? In every fuch cafe we 
are to determine, how the petition is to 
be received, or whether we are to give 
leave for bringing in fuch a bill; and 
this determination has always, and may 
in all fuch cafes be made, without cauling 
any confufion. The proceedings or re- 
folutions of parliament, never have, nor 
ever can occafion any confufion ; but the 
indolence, or neglect of parliament, 1 
not taking proper notice of the abufes of 
power, or in not removing thofe grievaa- 
ces which the people complain of, may, 
and often have occafioned confulion 5 
and if a bill fhould become neceflary for 
fixing the affizes at a particular place ® 
any other county, it would be our duty 
to pafs it, tho’ no fuch precedent as this 
been made. Our neglecting ovr 


duty in this refpect might be the caufe of 


confufion ; but no confufion can ever be 
occafioned by a diligent and faithful 
formance of our duty. And this, I mult 
think, we thould fail in, if we fhould re- 
fafe to countenance this bill fo far_as t° 


give it a fecond reading ; for as former 
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laments have found good reafons 
of fixing the aflizes at certain places in 
other counties, fuch arguments may be 
ofered, upon the fecond reading of this 
pill, as ought to prevail with us to fix 
the fammer-aflizes for the county at the 
of Buckingham. 
Lally, Sir, z to the injury which it 
js pretended may be. done by this bill to 
the county of Buckingham, I think we 
may be convinced from the map alone, 
that no great injury can be done to any 
put of that county. As to the breadth 
of the county, both Aylefbury and Buc- 
kingham are upon a par 5 for the one lies 
near the Weftern, and the other near the 
Ealtern boundary of the county : and as to 
the length, which is the principal confi- 
deration, neither of them can be called 
centrical; for from Aylefbury to the 
Northern extremity of the county is thir- 
ty cignt meafured miles, and from Aylel- 
bury to the Southern extremity of the 
county it is but twenty feven; therefore 
tohold the aflizes always at Aylefbury, 
would be an injury done to the Northern 
part of the county. On the other hand, 
from Buckingham to the Southern extre- 
mity of the county is forty four meafu- 
red miles, and from Buckingham to the 
Northern extremity it is bat twenty one ; 
therefore it would be an injury to the 
Southern part of the county to have the 
allizes always holden at Buckingham. 
but in both cafes the injury is fo {mall, 
that it is not worth the notice of this 
houle; nor was ever thought worth the 
hotice of the county, till this difpute, 
which was firft occafioned by transferring 
the ailizes laft fummer to Aylefbury, in- 
ilamed the zeal of the contending parties 
0 as to make mountains of mole-hills. 
How I may fix my opinion, Sir, upon 
the fecond reading of the bill, I cannot 
“s yet determine ; but in the light this 
“sal appears to me at prefent, I think, 
‘e juitelt thing that can be done, is to 
“We the aflizes held alternately at thefe 
'oplaces, afterthe example of the coun- 
'Y of Sullex with regard to their county- 
“ors; and as the diftance between Buc- 
80am and the Southern extremity of 
oe county is greater than that between 
Ayleibury and the Northern extremity 
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of the county, I think it is perfectly 
right to have the fummer-aflizes held at 
Buckingham, and the winter-aflizes at 
Aylefbury ; by which means thofe that 
have the greateft journey to make, will 
never be obliged to make that journey 
but in the fummer-time ; and thofe in 
the Southern extremity, can never furely 
find fault with being obliged to ride forty 
four miles to the fummer-affizes at Buc- 
kingham, when they confider, that thofe 
in the Northern extremity are obliged to 
ride thirty eight miles to the winter-af- 
fizes at Aylefbury. 

In fhort, Sir, from what I have obfer- 
ved in this debate, it appears to me, that 
the appointing of the place in each coun- 
ty, for holding the next aflizes, has al- 
ways been looked on, by our learned and 
wife judges, as a matter of fuch indiffe- 
rence, that they have at all times, and 
upon all occafions, made a compliment 
of it to one another ; and as, I think, 
I cannot form an opinion from a better 
authority, nor follow a better example, 
I fhall be for making a compliment of it, 
with refpect to the county of Bucking- 
ham, to my friends who are the patrons 
of this bill ; confequently, fo far as Ican 
judge at prefent, I fhall be not only tor 
the bill’s being read a fecond time, but 
for its being pafled into a law. 


The fpeech of C. Numifius, Arm. 
Mr Prefident, 
S the Hon. Gentleman who fpoke 
Jaft was perhaps in the fecret of 
the diffolution of laft parliament, he may 
have reafon to be furprifed at fecing an 
oppofition made in this, to any thing that 
feems to be countenanced#Mby our mini- 
{ters ; but no Gentieman who has a true 
fenfe of the dignity of parliament, can 
be furprifed at feeing a warm oppofition 
made to this extraordinary attempt: An 
attempt to make parliainents the dirty 
channel through which minifters are to 
convey, not only their own, but the pri- 
vate jobbs of every litle favourite. If 
a county offends any of thefe favourites, 
it is to be punifhed by act of parliament: 
if a judge offends them, let his character 
be otherwife never fo well eftablifhed, he 
is to be cenfured by act of parliament: if, 
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a little borough does any of them an ho- 
nour, it is to be rewarded by act of par- 
Jiament. Again{t fuch acts, it is in vain 
to plead the prerogative of the crown, or 
the intereit of the nation; itis in vain 
to plead the character of the judges, who, 
next to this houfe, are the chief guardians 
of our liberties; it is in vain to plead 
our molt ancient and moit ufeful laws : 
every thing mult give way, when a mi- 
nilterial favourite finds it neceflary, for 
any of his private purpoles, to have an 
act of parliament ; and of this fort is the 
bill now before us, which the Hon, Gen- 
tleman fays, he thought of fuch a private 
and indifferent nature as not to give him 
the leatt uneafinefs. 

I confefs, Sir, it feems, at firft view, 
to be of no moment to any Gentleman, 
not particularly intereited in the county 
of Bucks, whether the affizes fhall be 
held at Buckingham or Aylefbury ;_ but 
when we eller the confequences, and 
the motives for bringing this bill into 
the houfe, it becomes a matter of great 
moment to every man in the nation, 
who has any regard for our conftitution, 
or for the dignity and honour of par- 
liament. Even with regard to the coun- 
ty of Bucks, this bill highly deferves our 
attention ; for we ought never to do an 
act of injuitice to any fingle man, much 
lefs to a whole county. If Aylefbury be 
the moft convenient place for holding the 
aflizes, it will be an act of injuftice to 
that whole county, to fix them, or ci- 
ther of them, unalterably at any other 
place. Who, I pray, are the beit judges, 
what isthe moft convenient place for hold- 
ing the affizes for any counry? Surely, the 
Gentlemen of the county itfelf; and the 
majority of the Gentlemen of that coun- 
ty have long, and often, manifelted their 
opinion, that Ayletbury is the moft con- 
venient place, by fixing the county-courts 
and quarter-f{ellions there, and by build- 
ing a county-goal and fhire-hall there at 
their own expence, Nay, the parliament 
has already determined, that Avlefbury 
is the molt proper place ; for where-ever 
the elections cf knights of the fhire are 
to be held, that is certainly the moft con- 
venient place for holding the aflizes ; and 
the parliament has already declared, and 
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enacted, that the Sheriff fhall hold his 
county-court for fuch election, at the 
molt publick and utual place of the coun. 
ty, where the fame hath mott ufuaily been 
for forty years laft palt; which, with res 
{pect to the county of Bucks, is at the 
town of Aylefbury, 

Thete opinions, Sir, may be confirm. 
ed by a very curfory view of the map of 
the county; for from thence it will ap- 
pear, that tho’ Aylefbury be not exictly 
in the centre of the county, it is the molt 
centrical place of that county where the 
judges and their attendants can be ac- 
commodated ; and if it bea little farther 
from the Northern, than the Southern 
extremity of the county, this is a new 
argument in its favour; becaute many of 
the Gentlemen of that county refide in 
London, and on their account the aff'zes 
ought to be held rather at a town which 
is nearelt the Southern, than at a town 
which is neare{t the Northern extremity 
of that county, becaufe the former is much 
nearer London than the latter. 

It is therefore evident, Sir, that by this 
bill we are to do an act of injul®e to 
the whole, or much the greateit part of 
the county of Bucks; and on this ac- 
count alone it deferves our higheil at- 
tention : but if we confider the incroach- 
ment that is thereby to be made vpon the 
prerogative of the crown, the alteration 
that is to be made in one of our molt an- 
cient and moft ufeful regulations, the un- 
juft and undeferved cenfure that by the 
preamble is to’ be caft upon our 
and the felfith motives that occafioned its 
being introduced, we muft, I think, con- 
clude, that it deferves our highett refent- 
ment. With regard to the prerogative, 
Sir, Iam furprifed to hear the Gent! 
man argue, that becaule it is to be exer- 
cifed by the Chancellor, with the advice 
of the Juftices, therefore it has been ft 
ven up. He may as well fay, that te 
prerogative of giving orders and init: 
tions to our admirals and 
has been given up, becaufe the form’ 
mult come from the admiralty-office, 2° 
the latter from the office of the Secret 
ries of State. He may as well fay, w 
the prerogative of making treaties ° 
peace and alliance has been given “i 
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July 1748. 
becaufe the inftructions mutt come from 
the office of the Secretaries of State, and 
the ratifications muft be counterfigned 
by the Lord Chancellor. At this rate, 
sir, we fhould {trip our fovereign of al- 
molt all his prerogatives; for moft of 
them are exercifed by, or with the advice 
of fome great officer of ftate : and this 
is one of the chief beauties of our con- 
fitution; becaufe thofe officers are an- 
fwerable, and may be punifhed if they do, 
or advife or concur in doing any thing 
that is wrong. 

Thus, tho’ the parliament has decla- 
red that the Chancellor, with the advice 
of the Jultices, fhall appoint the places 
for holding the affizes ; yet ftill that ap- 
pointment is to be reckoned one of the 
prerogatives of the crown, and was ne- 
ver fince made without the approbation 
of the King. For the cuftom is, and e- 
ver fince has been thus. The judges 
firlt meet, and.chufe their circuits ; then 
the places are appointed in each refpe- 
Give county where the next affizes fhall 
be held; which choice and appointment 
are put down in writing, and carried by 
the Chancellor to the King for his appro- 
bation, till which time it is never infert- 
ed in the London gazette. Will any one 
fay, Sir, that the King cannot, upon this 
occafion, alter this appointment ? I fhall 
grant, that the Chancellor, if he thinks 
the alteration improper, is not obliged 
toconcur; and in that cafe the King 
would be under a neceffity to depart from 
the alteration intended, or to appoint a 
new Chancellor, The cafe is the fame 
With regard to the ratification of a treaty 
of peace: The Chancellor may refufe to 
fign it, and the King would then be un- 

‘ra neceflity to get the treaty altered, 
er to appoint a new Chancellor; yet no 
one ever from thence argued, thatthe King 
has not, by his prerogative, the power of 
Making peace. 

This bill is therefore plainly an_ in- 
croachment upon the prerogatives of our 
lovercign ; and the incroachment is the 
More heinous, Sir, becaufe intended by 
his Majefty’s fervants, and becaufe of its 
being abfolutely unncceflary ; for if the 

‘2es were laft fummer unneceffarily re- 
Buckingham, as expreifed 

OL. A. 
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in the preamble of this bill, the Gentle- 
men who think fo, might have applied 
to his Majefty or his Chancellor, to pre- 
vent this removal, or they may now ap- 
ply for preventing it in time to come. 
No man can pretend want of accefs; for 
his Majefty’s ear is always open to the 
juft complaint of the meaneft of his fub- 
jects. But thefe Gentlemen, in particu- 
Jar, cannot furely pretend want of accefs 
to their fovereign, as they enjoy fuch 
high and fuch lucrative pofts in his fer- 
vice, It is true, the methods by which 
they got into and now hold thefe potts, 
may be a reafon for their being thy of 
making any application to the crown ; 
and another reafon may be, their being 
confcious of the groundlefinefs of their 
complaint, and fufpicious that his Ma- 
jefty’s penetration and juftice would pre- 
vent his giving car to it. But neither 
of thefe fieely can be a good reafon for 
our giving them any encouragement, in 

the application they have made to us. 
But, Sir, if our regard for the preroga- 
tives of the crown does not prevail with 
us to reject this bill, 1 hope our regard 
for the ancient laws and conttitution of 
our country will be more fuccefsful. The 
reafonablenefs, and indeed the neceflity of 
leaving it in the power of the Chancellor, 
with the advice of the Juftices, to appoint 
what places in each county the next afli- 
zes fhall be held at, has been fo clearly 
{tated by a learned and worthy Gentleman 
in this debate, that I have no occafion to 
enlarge upon the fubject. The very act 
itfelf, by which this power was reftored 
and eftablifhed, thews us, that this necef- 
fity was not difcovered by fpeculation, 
but by experience ; and the long continu- 
ance of that act, the few alterations that 
have been made with refpect to it, and the 
averfenefsthat all former parliaments have 
fhewn towards making any exceptions, 
are a farther proof of the utility of this 
eneral law. It is now about 360 years 
Se that law was paffed; yet in all that 
time there has been but one exception 
made: which was made at fuch a time as 
can give no preat weight to the prece- 
dent ; and the apparent reafons were much 
ftronger than in the prefent cafe; for in 
Cumberland, the city of Carlifle is the 
moft 
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moft centrical, and indeed the only place 
in the county that could fufficiently ac- 
commodate the judges and their attend- 
ants. Even with refpett to the county- 
courts, there are very few inftances in 
England where they are fixed at any par- 
ticular places by act of parliament ; and 
in Northumberland and Suffex, which 1 
believe are the only two, the aflizes are 
not commonly, much lefs conftantly, held 
at thofe towns where the fhire-courts have 
been fixed by act of parliament. 

The parliament, Sir, has not only been 
careful not to incroach upon this power, 
which has been fo long, and which has b 
experience been found to be fo wo 
lodged in the judges ; but it has likewife 
been careful to extend it; of which we had 
an inftance in the firft year of the late 
King. Till that time, the town of Laun- 
cefton in Cornwall, by virtue of an anci- 
ent charter with a Non ob/tante, pretend- 
ed to a privilege of having the aflizes for 

he county always held at that town, 
which is fituated at the hithermoft corner 
of the county. As this was inconveni- 
ent, the county petitioned to have the 
fummer-aflizes at Bodmyn, as a place 
more commodious, and nearer to the heart 
of the county. What did the parliament 
do upon that occafion ? They demolifhed 
the pretended privilege of Launcefton ; 
but they would not fix either of the affi- 
zes at any particular place: on the con- 
trary, they paifed an act, impowering the 
Chancellor, with the advice of the Juttices 
of Affize, to appoint from time to time a 
convenient place in that county for hold- 
ing the aflizes, in the fame manner as for 
any other county in England. 

Thus we fee, Sir, what regard has been 
fhewn, by former parliaments, to this part 
of our ancient conftitution ; and for the 
fake of juftice, for the fake of our own 
honour, I hope to fee the fame regard 
fhewn to it by the prefent. I fay, Sir, for 
the fake of juftice; for by the preamble 
of this bill our judges are exprefSly cen- 
fured. They are charged with having wz- 
neceffarily removed the affizes laft fummer 
from Buckingham ; and this is made the 
only foundation of the bill. Can this be 
looked on any otherwife than as a cen- 
fure? Do not let us thus pafs a cenfure, 


as we were walking upon the fide of a “S 
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Sir, upon we know not whom, and for 
we know not what. If ‘the affizes were 


unneceffarily removed, let the affair be re- 


gularly inquired into ; let the judge that 
removed them be named, and let him be 
called to anfwer for himfelf. Without 
this, we fhall give a ftab in the dark, and 
a ftab that, for what we can know by a- 
ny parliamentary means, may be dircéted 
againft the innocent, as probably as a- 
gaintt the guilty. 

Then, Sir, as to the honour and digni« 
ty of parliament, if we confider the mo- 
tives for-introducing this bill, we cannot 


y fuppofe it confiftent with our dignity to 


give itany countenance. Thefe motives 
muft be founded upon partiality or ambi- 
tion. ‘They cannot poflibly be motives 
of a publick nature; and it is inconfift- 
ent with the dignity of parliament to pafs 
a publick bill upon any other. As to the 
Hon. Gentlemen who are reprefentatives 
for the town of Buckingham, 1 can eafily 
excufe their engaging in this project; 
their zeal for the eivice of their borough 
may prevent their feeing the bad conie- 
quences that may enfue: but I cannot 
conceive what tempted our minifters to 
give their countenance to fuch a project. 
It would feem as if they were grown tired 
of the calmnefs and ferenity with which 
they have hitherto paffed thro’ this feflion. 
We have, in this feflion, raifed immenfe 
fums upon the fubjec&t ; we have impoled 
taxes, which polterity, I fear, will find 
infupportable ; we have done every thing 
they defired, without the leaft oppofition. 
Till this bill was introduced, under their 
patronage, they did not meet with any 
thing that deferved the name of a rufile ; 
and if they had not imbarked in this pro- 
ject, the feflion might probably have end- 
ed as it began. i‘ 
When I confider this behaviour of 
theirs, Sir, I cannot avoid recollecting an 
accident that happened lait fummer at my 
houfe in the country. Among my other 
vifitors, I had an old fea-captain, who 
ftaid fome days with me. This old Gen- 
tleman had been in many tempetts, and 
many engagements at fea ; but was never 
fhipwrecked or wounded, nor had cvet 
met with any other misfortune. Onc day 
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nal | have there, in which there was a lit. 
tle cock-boat, the old captain took it in- 


‘to his head to get into this cock-boat, 


and put off upon the canal. Ta prifed 
him of his danger, by telling him the boat 
was too finall, and befides, almoft as old 
as himfelf. But the old Gentleman was 
oditinate. Into the boat he goes, and 
puts off, But he had fearcely got into the 
middle of the canal, when down he goes 
boat and all together ; and my old captain 
vas not only ducked over head and ears, 
but really in fome danger of being drown- 
ed, 

Let our minifters apply this, Sir. The 
are got into a cock-boat ; I would advile 
them to get out as foon as they can, left 
they fhould meet with fome difafter, more 
fatal than that my old captain met with. 


(This Journal to be continued.) 


Extraéts from Mr Ruddiman’s differtation, 
coninued from p.275. In anfwer to 
the Review, Oc. [p. 60. &.feqq. ]. 


“HE defign of this undertaking is, 
to prove, that Bruce’s right was 
Poor to Baliol’s, 1. by the primitive 
w of nature, 2. by the pofitive law of 
God; and, 3. by the law of Kenneth IIT. 
and the conftitution of Scotland ever 
fince, 
_ 1. What the law of nature requires, 
is well expreffed by Mr Home, Antiq. of 
Britain, p.127. ‘* After property (fays 
he) was introduced, and had gained, a 
firm eftablifhment, the matter of fuccef- 
fon could not be long neglected. The 
ceath of the very firft man who acquired 
Property, mult have given occafion to the 
queltion, Who was to fucceed him? If 
his will was declared upon the point, no 
doubt could be that it was the rule. If 
the eltate was left in medio, without a will 
to direct the-fucceffion, his children, for 
whom he was bound to provide, would 
naturally be fuggefted to the mind. This 
pointed out the primary rule of faccef- 
lion, That children fucceed ab intefhato. 
But what if there are no children ? It is 
it following out the fame rule, to pitch 
upon the nearelt relation. For after a 


fan's death, his children, or other rela- 
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tions, will be confidered as having a 
clofer connexion with his effeéts, than 
{trangers ; and by a natural tranfition of 
ideas, the property that was in the de- 
ceas’d will be readily transferred to his 
kindred.” [See more fiom this 
p-65. & 66. above.] To apply this: 
As the Reviewer does not deny, that by. 


the law of nature, firft his children, and, . 


failing them, his neareft relations, did 
fucceed to the perfon that died inteftate, 
to the exclufion of thofe that were more 
remote; it follows, that as Bruce was 
one degree nearer in blood to the laft 
offeffor than Baliol, he only, by that 
law, had a juft title to the crown. Its 
in vain, to pretend, that that rule did 
only take place in divifible fubjects: for 
the law of nature made no diftinction be- 
tween divifible and indivifible fubjects ; 
the fucceflion went by proximity of blood 
in both. The only difference was, that 
the fucceflion to the former went equally 
to all who ftood in an equal degree of 
confanguinity to the deceas’d, whether 
old or young, male or female: but in 
the latter, the cldeft male was preferred 
to all the other children who were in the 
fame degree with him; and, generally, 
the next male took place of all. females, 
tho’ they ftood in a nearer relation to the 
deceas’d than he. Nor could it by that 
univerfal rule be otherwife: for the right 
of reprefentation, on which our author’s 
whole {cheme is built, was not for fome 
thonfands of years known in the world. 
With refpect to this right, the Reviewer 
falls into three miftakes, The firft is, 
that he fancies reprefentation to be a fix- 
ed general law, which always and every 
where obtained in the world: whereas it 
was utterly unknown for fome thoufands 


_ of years; and in a great many places, 


and probably amang the greater number 
of nations, is not received to this day. 
The moft learned lawyers and others who 
have wrote on the fubject affure us, that 
proximity of blood was of old the only 
rule by which not only moveables, but 
immoveables, were tranfmitted fram the 
dead to the living. ‘This rule was ob- 
ferved among the ancient Germans, Tacit. 
de mor. Germ. ¢.19.3_ and among 
Wifigoths, Lindenb.leg. Wifig. lib. 4. 
222 
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4.3. entation did not take place 
in the German empire till Otho I.’s ume, 
anno 942; and in after ages it was quite 
abolithed, till re-eftablifhed by Maximi- 
lian I. anno 1500. The inftance of 
Charlemain, and another, are related a- 
bove, p. 66. Choppin, de mor. Parif. 
lib. 2. t. 5. § 2. thews, that among the 
French, in the fucceflion to the grand- 
father’s inheritance, the uncle was con- 
{tantly preferred to the nephew: and 
Lewis IX. of France, called the Saint, 
upon his paffing to Tunis, but little more 
than twenty years before the difpute be- 
tween Bruce and Baliol happened, or- 
dained, that if his eldeft fon fhould die 
before himfelf, not that fon’s fon, but his 
own fecond fon, fhould fucceed. Cuja- 
cius, de feud, lib. 2. t.11. gives a famous 
initance in Sicily, of the crown’s being 
adjudged to the uncle in preference to the 
nephew, by the refponfes of the beft 
lawyers. And throughout molt of the 
Low Countries, as Holland, Flanders, 
Guelderland, the diocefe of Utrecht, 
Hainault, Artois, Zealand, Overyflel, 
and others, their fiefs at this day defcend, 
not by reprefentation, but by proximity 
only: and the late fettlement of the {tadt- 
holderfhip [p, 67.] is conformable to 
this cuftom. — In England, King John, 
grandfather of this very Edward I. who 
unjultly preferred Baliol, came to the 
crown by the rule of proximity, in pre- 
ference to Arthur, fon of his elder bro- 
ther Jeffry Earl of Bretagne. John pled, 
that he was one degree nearer in blood 
to the laft poffeffor Richard I.; being the 
brother, and Arthur only the nephew of 
that King. What has mifled the later 
Englifh writers to reckon John an ufurp- 
er, is, that they fuppofed the rule of fuc- 
ceffion to the Englifh crown to have been 
always the fame that it is now: whereas 
reprefentation was little known in the 


world in K. John’s time; and there are i 


many examples of fuch fucceflions as his, 
in Spain, Sicily, Burgundy, 2c. both be- 
fore and after that time. Others would 
incline to think K. John an ufurper, be- 
caufe he was a very weak and tyrannical 
Prince. But that that did not hinder his 
title from being juft, appears from his 
being called, in the homily againg wilfal 


Extraéts concerning Bruce and Baliol. 


July 1748. 

rebellion, the pesple’s Sovereign Lord the 

King, and their natural Lord the King ¢ 

England, From thefe words, Drs ef 
lingfleet and Higden (fappofing that K. 

John was not a lawful King) infer, that 
the Englifh clergy, in Q. Elizabeth’s time, 
were of opinion, that pofleffion alone 
gave right toa crown. But this abfurd 
dodtrine was not known by any clergy 
in the world, till it was of late taken up 
to juftify K. William’s title to the throne. 
That reprefentation was not fully efta- 
blifhed in England for near 200 years af- 
ter K. John’s time, appeared in the claim 
made by Henry IV. He thought that 
injuftice was done him, in Richard II.’s 
being preferred before his father, John 
of Gaunt, Duke of Lancafter ; he being 
the fon, and Richard only the grandfon 
of the laft poffeflor Edward Ill. Hen- 
ry IV. came indeed to the crown by ve- 
ry wicked means: but it is hard to fay 
that his title was unjuft. This is cer- 
tain, that the whole people acknowledged 
him for their lawful fovereign ; as they 
did alfo his fon and grandfon, Henries V. 
and VI. till Richard Duke of York, ta 
king advantage of the laft Henry’s weak- 
nels, the many diforders in the kingdom, 
and the vaft loffes fuftained in France, 
which Henry V. had conquered, and all 
his fucceffors fince keep up a title-to; till, 
I fay, Richard Duke of York put in his 
claim, as defcended of Lionel Duke of 
Clarence, who was third fon of Ed- 
ward III. and elder brother to Jobn of 
Gaunt, Duke of Lancafter, whofe fon 
and heir was the above Henry1V. What 
a long civil war the competition between 
the houfes of Lancafter and York brought 
upon England, is too well known. tis 
true, the Duke of York infitted, that his 
title was founded upon law and cultom ; 
and got a parliament to confirm what he 
alledgede But from the conduct of pat- 
jaments upon other occafions, we have 
reafon to believe, that it was the longelt 
{word, and not the real point of right, 
that put an end to the controverfy ; a0 

that, had Henry VI.’s arms prevailed, as 
they had oftener than once a fair profpect 
of doing, we fhould never have heard, 
that what Richard, or his fon Edward 1V. 


advanced, was the rule of fucceflon 1 
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kingdom. For Henry iV. es 
sane ses in blood, had the advantage 
of maculinity ; he being the grandfon, 
and Philippa (of whom the family of 
York did defcend) only the grand-daugh- 
ter of Edward 11.——- We know not the 
time when reprefentation was introduced 
into Scotland: but very probably it did 
not take place till feudal cuftoms had got 
footing among us ; and that certainly was 
not till many years after Kenneth III.’s 
time : confequently reprefentation was no 
at of the law which he made concern- 
ing the Royal fucceflion. 

This author’s fecond miftake concern- 
ing reprefentation is, that he imagines the 
perfon reprefenting to be intitled to all the 
privileges of the perfon reprefented : which 
is far from being true. For in feudal te- 
nures, which were generally granted for 
military fervice, tho’ all the children, or 
other defcendents of the vaflal, of the 
fame degree, whether male or female, re- 
pelented his perfon equally, yet males 
only were called to the fucceflion, And 
in fiefs that were indivifible, the eldeft 
male excluded all the reft: nay, in fiefs 
Where females were admitted, they had 
right to the fucceflion only when there 
were no males defcended of the laft pof- 
fellor ; for fo long as there were any males 
defcended of him, tho’ in a more remote 
degree, they always excluded the females. 
For this fee Voet, in Pandeét. lib. 38. di- 
grel]. de feud. § 61. p.641.3 Vulteius, de 
feud. lib, 1. c.g. § 71. &F fegg. and the 
many authors there cited ; a Jo.aSome- 
ren, de reprafent. c.10.§ 4. Voet calls 
the {ucceflion of females a fubfidiaria fuc- 
‘Jo; intimating, that it is but fupple- 
mental, ferving only to keep up the pro- 
pnquity of blood, and to conneé as it 
Were one male to another, And the fame 
author, 14. §77, tells us, that tho’ there 
are fome fiefs in Holland, where males of 
rs lame degree exclude females, but the 

‘males, if one degree nearer, are prefer- 
red; yet there are others, which he calls 
euda rela, and are of the nobler kind, 
Where females, tho’ capable of facceffion, 
w¢ never admitted but upon the entire 
failure of the male iffue. 

a Keviewer’s third miftake on this 
» 8, in fuppofing, and which he all 
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along takes for granted, that reprefenta- 
tion in the collateral line had the fame ef- 
fect, and was of equal extent with repre- 
fentation in the line defcendent. For, 1. 
The former is of a much later date than 
the latter. Among the Romans, repre- 
fentation in the detcendent line was of a 
pretty old ftanding ; but in the collateral 
was unknown, not only in the laws of 
the twelve tables, where the only rule 
was, Proximus agaatus familiam habeto, 
but alfo in the laws of the Pandects and 
Code. ‘The only thing that gives coun- 
tenance to it, is that famous 118th no- 
velle of Juftinian, which changes a great 
many rules of fucceflion which had ob- 
tained before his time, 2, Tho’ repre- 
fentation in the direét linc, among the Ko- 
mans, extended to infinite, i.¢, as far 
down as there was iffue in that line ; yet 
among collaterals it went no farther than 
grandchildren: all that came after, fuc- 
ceeded, not per ites but per capita, as 
moveables are fuccecded to with us. 3. 
Among the Hebrews, and no doubt among 
other nations in ancient times, who knew 
nothing of reprefentation, when males 
fucceeded in the direct line, the eldeft, be- 
fides feveral privileges, got always a dou~ 
ble portion; which was not granted to 
the eldeft male in the collateral line, nor 
to the eldeit female in the direct: nor 
were females in the collateral admitted to 
any fhare, unlefs when all the males in 
both lines had failed. — Stair, /n/?, /). 3. 
t. 4. § 4. is pofitive, that there is no right 
of reprefentation in collaterals by the law 
of nature; and is in a doubt, whether by 
that law it ought to take place among de- 
{cendents. 

This law of proximity is univerfal, ad- 
mitting of no exceptions ; and eafily dif- 
covers the true fucceflor; for what can 
be more eafy than to know who are a 
man’s nearelt relations, and whether they 
are male or female? But when we leave 
that great law of nature, and bewilder 
ourfelves with new laws, founded on re- 
prefentation, feudal tenures, or the like, 
many difputes mutt arife, efpecially in col- 
lateral fucceflion,— The lawyers are in- 
deed divided in their fentiments on this 
head. Cujacius, one of the greateft that 
ever was, is however very exprels fox 
proximity 
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proximity: and the very learned Bodin, 
de republica, having faid feveral things in 
favour of the uncle, adds, p.1147. that 
this rule ought efpecially to take place in 
the fucceflion to a kingdom ; becaufe wif- 
dom and experience, qualities neceffary 
for a right governor, are more readily to 
be found in uncles than in nephews. 

My antagonift would make me to be of 
his opinion. But, fure, I could not, b 
the paflage quoted [above, p. 62. col. he 
rican, that the fucceflion that went per 
capita, and not per flirpes, or that — 
equally to thofe only that were equally re- 
lated to the laft poffeflor, was contrary to 
natural equity ;_ when it is fo well known, 
and he himfelf [p.61.] acknowledges, 
that all the children a man has, and, fail- 
ing thefe, all his defcendents in the fame 
degree of diftance, have by nature an e- 

ual title to his means. The oddne/s I 
Sai of lies in this, that the rule of fuc- 
cefion in moveables differs fo widely 
from the two rules I had juft before men- 
tioned [Mag.1747, p-370. col. 2] rela- 
ting to-heritage, I might have faid the 
fame of thefe ; inafmuch as where there 
is a male it goes one way, but where there 
are females, another. Of both varieties 
Mr Home takes particular notice in his 
book before quoted, and thinks them as 
oddas1tdo. On the difference our law 
puts between males and females as to their 
fucceflion, he fays, p.134. “It muft at 
firit fight appear whimfical, and not rea- 
dily to be accounted for. If the right of 
primogeniture was fo univerfal a princi- 
ple, how came it to ftop fhort, and not 
to obtain in every cafe? It is evident, 
where there are daughters only, the mind, 
in tracing out the line, defcends to the 
eldeft, as naturally as to the eldeft fon 
where there are male iffue.” And, fpeak - 
ing of the difference’in the fucceflion to 
heritages and to moveables, reprefenta- 
tion taking place jn the one, and not in 
the other, he fays, p.144. ** This [rule 
of reprefentation] is a very commodious 
method of folving difficulties. But how- 
ever commodious, I will venture to fay, 
it affords little fatisfaction to the mind. 
For the queftion {till recurs, Where is the 
foundation for this fi@ion? [for fo re- 
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others]. Why fhould there be a right of 
reprefentation in lands more than in 
moveables? To fay no worfe of it, it 
feems, in my apprehenfion, to darken, i. 
flead of clearing the fubje&-matter.” And 
why might not the difference in thefe twa 
manners of fucceflion appear 
odd to me, when they appear no lefs fo to 
that eminent lawyer ? 

2. Come we next to confider the rule 
of fucceflion eftablifthed by the divine 
law, [To be continued.] 


GENTLEMAN’S MAGAZINE. 
Every one for himfelf, and God for us all. 


Fach individual feeks a fep’rate goal, 
But heav’n’s great view is one, and that the whole. 


Pore. 

Mr UrBan, 

‘oe perfons with whom the legifla- 

tive power is intrufted, fhould be 
in the {tate what God is in the univerie; 
a power active for the good of the com- 
munity as a whole, equally fuperior to 
negligence and partiality. 

As the greateft community is but an 
aggregate of individuals, the interelt of 
the minuteft part is a worthy object of the 
fupreme attention, fo far as it is not in- 
confiftent with the general good ;_ but as 
the knowledge of human governors is li- 
mited, their adminiftration muft be de- 
fective, even where the power is equal to 
their defire of fulfilling the character of 
common’ parent. 

An individual, therefore, acting in 4 
contracted fphere, while he is {tudious to 
promote the intereft of a few, is, notwith- 
{tanding, adding his mite to the general 
happinefs; and, by communicating the 
knowledge of partial and private diltre!les 
to thofe whofe province it is to relieve, 
he not only enables them to difcharge 
their truft in a more extenfive manne’, 
but furnifhes them with means of increa- 
fing their own happinefs, by enlarging 
their capacity of beftowing happinefs vp- 
on others. 

In the approaching peace, however ¢X- 
tenfive and happy its influence, and what- 
ever pleafing profpects it may open t0 
thofe who are concerned for nations, I 
cannot but confider it with moft atten- 


prefentation is always called by him and tion as it relates to myfelf; and —— 
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J may rejoice in it as a common good, 
cannot but regret it as a circumftance that 
yill reduce me to indigence, and caft me 
upon the publick, deftitute of fubfiftence, 
after many years of labour, induftry and 
danger, {pent in its fervice. . 

[am the fon of a Gentleman, and after 
an expenfive education, and a regular ap- 
prenticefhip, entered into the navy as a 
furgeon, of which there are 323 on the 
jit delivered Jan. 1. 1748. 

Many of us went mates to the Mediter- 
ranean, Welt-Indies, and other places, at 
the firt breaking out of the Spanifh war, 
and attained to the degree of malter-fur- 
geons, not above two or three years ago. 
Captains and lieutenants have half-pay 
when Out of employment ; boatfwains, 
gunners, purfers, carpenters, and cooks, 
have {tanding warrants; and matters, 
who are originally feamen, may ftill ob- 
tain a genteel fufficiency on their own ele- 
ment, not to mention the opportunity 
they have had during the war of obtain- 
ing an independent fortune, by their great 
fhare in prizes that have been taken. But 
the poor furgeons muft, at the age of for- 
ty or fifty years, be obliged to begin the 
world again, under greater difadvantages 
than {triplings juft out of their apprentice- 
fips, who have life before them, and.are 
{till under the care and proteétion of a 
guardian or parent. 

As I have no other method of offering 
thefe hints to my fuperiors, I beg a place 
for them in your Magazine, andam, cc. 

J. N. 


Ai towards eftablifhing fome underta- 
kings, for the employment of the foldiers 
and feamen who will be difcharged on 
tle approaching peace. 

Venienti occurrite morbo. 
T is without doubt incumbent on the 
f0vernors of a nation, to take all the 

“re mentioned, and hinted in the letter 

“oncerning fea-furgeons : but on this, as 

©. other occafions, complaints are more 

cally produced than remedies. There 
which ingrofs their atten- 
eh an ; even the ordinary and com- 
to = ¢ of bufinefs has fo much intri- 
re hen multiplicity, that the hurry and 

‘y of their hourly employments, 


leave the officers of {tate very little leifure 
or fpirit to engage in fchemes out of the 
track, which require much time to metho- 
dize, and, what is equally, if not more 
difcouraging, a fund unengaged to defray 
the expence. 

This may be admitted, in a govern- 
ment conftituted like that of thefe nati- 
ons, as fome excufe for the inactivity of 
our minifters ; who, probably, may pro- 
ject many defigns, which they dare not 
undertake ; and wifh many advantages to 
the community, which they never attempt 
to procure: but if thefe imbarrafling ob- 
ftructions can be removed; if any ufeful 
defign can be formed, by private hands, 
and means found of executing it by pri- 
vate purfes, it may reafonably be prefu- 
med, that their wifhes will then be put in 
action, and their concurrence and fancti- 
on will not be refufed, when nothing 
more is wanted or defired. 

The approach of peace, amid{t all the 
joy which it naturally produces, has raifed 
not only compaflion, but terror in many 
private Gentlemen; and no lefs, I fup- 
pofe, to thofe in publick ftations, who 
confider well the confequences of difchar- 


ging fo many men from their occupations | 


in the army, the fleet, and the yards for 
building and repairing the navy. As one 
half of thefe poor men will not be able to 
get employment, there is preat and juft 
apprehenfion, that neceflity will compel 
them to feize by violence, what they can 
fee no method to attain by honeft labour. 
This, perhaps, may be alfo the cafe of 
fome of thofe who are.now releafed from 
the prifons, by virtue of the late a&; 
which, however neceffary or juft, contri- 
butes to make employments {till more 
{carce, and enlarges the number of thofe 
who mutt live by manual induftry. 

The method which is mentioned in the 
foreign gazettes to be taken by the French 
government, of difcharging from the pu- 
blick fervice thofe only who have trades, 
was loudly applauded by every reader of 
our news-papers : fo obvious is good po- 
licy to the common fenfe of mankind. 
But, tho’ the French can execute fuch a 
fcheme, it may be extremely difficult, if 
at all poffible, to do {fo in our fleets and 
armics ; where fhips companies and regi- 

nents 
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ments arc, tnd mutt be difcharged all to- 
gether. 

This is the defect and great misfortune 
for which it is the defign of this pag to 
fuggelt aremedy. And if it fhall be de- 
firable to imitate the French method, tho’ 
otr minifters have not that abfolute au- 
thority, they may find an expedient to at- 
tain in fome meafure the fame end. I 
fhould propofe to the admiralty-board, 
that when they are about to put out of 
commiffion fix hips of war, that they de- 
clare cight companies difcharged; and 
that fuch of them as cannot get employ- 
ment, and fhall chufe to ferve at lower 
wages, will be entertained again in two 
of thefe fhips for a month, a quarter of a 
year, or for a voyage, or till they can 
hear of employment ; in which cafe to be 
difcharged, on giving notice, or getting 
another man to ferve in their ftead. 

The cafe of the Britith failors is ex- 
tremely hard; fince they can neither 
ferve, nor quit their fervice at their choice. 
Forced from their bufinefs into the fer- 
vice of the publick, they are again forced 
out of it, when they can get no bufinefs, 
or bread to fuftain life! and, what is 
worfe, perhaps not paid ; or defrauded by 
many brokers, and other interveeners, of 
great part of their pay, if on difcount 
they get it advanced. 

1 cannot fee the leaft rational objection 
again{t this medium between abfolutcly 
difcharging the poor failor, and. giving 
him a voluntary option to ferve for lower 
wages, or half pay. Moft mafters with 
regret turn a faithful fervant out of em- 
ployment, and either give him fufficient 
warning, or his board for a time; and, 
if fam not miftaken, the law in fuch cafe 
injoins a month’s wages. On the other 
hand, what inconvenience would it be to 
the nation, to have a part of the navy 
thus manned for a time, at the expence 
only of the victualling, or little more ? 
This would enable the treafury to make 
quicker payment, oreven to giveamonth’s 
wages to fuch as are to be difcharged with- 

uta month’s notice. Of fo brave and 
ufeful a body of men as the Britith hi- 
fors, the delence and glory ef the nation, 
every Briton fingly, and in his private 

@Qapacity, proaounces that they ought 
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to be treated, if not with candour, ten- 
dernefs and gratitude, at leaft with juttice, 
But alas ! how feldom, how hardly is ¢. 
ven that to be obtained ! Compelled with 
violence and cruelty into the fervice, they 
endure every kind of labour and ftand jn 
the face of every danger for their coun- 
try’s honour Worn out with the rough. 
nefs and afperity of the element, (but 
more with the want of fuch fuccours and 
accommodations as even their way of life 
admits), and the rougher treatment of 
their boatfwains and brutifh officers | 
how unnaturally handled when fick, how 
poorly fed when well, and how long un- 
paid when in fervice or difcharged ! how 
neceffitated to run in debt, and how cha- 
grined when forced to difappoint their 
kind Jandlord, or generous friends, who 
have given them Beane upon honour, 
or the common fecurities for taking their 
pay!—To give an inftance of the pati- 
ence and mortification of one fhip’s com- 
pany: They were neceffitated, among o- 
thers, to petition the highe(t authority for 
a f{peedy diftribution prize-money due 
to them, and were gracioufly received, 
and juftice promifed. But it happened, 
greater hardfhips enfued. Being difchar- 
ged from one fhip, they were ordered on 
board of another, and there to reccive 
part of their pay, according to the ufual 
cultom, at a port named. Their wives 
and children, friends and creditors, re 

pair to the place, in number feveral hun- 
dreds ; where having fpent their litle 
{tock, raifed for their fupport in thet 
journey, came notice that another por 
was appointed to pay the hip: and atte, 
with the utmoft difficulty, they had mace 
a miferable fhift to travel thither, tho 
the money was fent from the proper 0” 
fice, the fhip was ordered further, and did 
not arrive ; fo that no payment was mace, 
and the poor and miferable women, fon 
with their children, who attended, weit 
left half-ftarved to beg their way to the 
native homes, and the creditors were pul 
to a fruitlefs expence. On the whole, 
whether this difappointment was cont! 

ved to punith their impertinence in petit 
oning, (as every thing may be fulpeciee 
of the infolence and inhumanity of Mm 
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or whether it arofe from miftakes of in- 
ferior officers, whofe negligence was ne- 
ver punithed, it is {carce poffible to ima- 
ine greater diltrefs, or to name a cafe 
by which more pity or indignation can 
excited. 
eo to return to the bufinefs of finding 
employment for the many thoufand hands 
which will want it: Several methods will 
occur to thofe who attend to what has 
been already publifhed for advancing the 
intere(t of this nation. 

1. That as Cape Breton is to be given 
up, we ought not to omit the ftrengthen- 
ing Nova Scotia with Proteftant inhabi- 
tants, is clearly demonftrated, Mag.1747, 
p.593. wc. and is earneftly withed by all 
the colonies on the New-England conti- 
nent, 

2. That it is of ate that the i- 
fland of Rattan be well peopled. 

3. That this is the only time to fet on 
foot the fcheme fo univerfally difcourfed 
of, and approved, of a fifhery in Scotland. 
See above, p. 126. & Mag.1747, p-5 42. 

4. Some of the members of the houfes 
of parliament, and others, who ftudy the 
improvements {till wanted in the ifland, 
or its dependent territories, will fuggeft 
proper works to be undertaken ; among 
which the ufeful defign of making, new 
harbours at Sandwich and Chriftchurch, 
ought not to be forgotten. 

It is earneltly defired, therefore, that 
Gentlemen of weight and diftinétion will 
turn their thoughts to this fubject; that 
they will seal them to the publick, and 
dclire the opinion of others. But as the 
importance and the benefit of the articles 
above propofed, and the redemption of fo 
many idle hands from wicked courfes, can 

mit no doubt, it remains only to find 
Out ways and means, as the parliamentary 
expreflion is, for fetting on foot thefe de- 

rable works, and legally conftituting a 
fociety to form and direét the underta- 


ng, 


As the late voluntary contributions a- 
fainit the rebels, and for fapport of the 
oldiery, in the extreme cold weather, 
ve been of great ufe, and the commit- 
ts of the contributers, for difpofing of 
he money, have acquitted themfelves 


With great reputation, there can be no 
Vou. X, 
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room to doubt that fuch publick-fpirite 
contributers and managers may be founa 
for other national purpofes, in further 
fupport of the difcharged foldier and fai- 
lor, and keeping neceflity from rebelling 
againft honetty. But as thefe combi- 
nations, and the prefent collections for 
the calamities by fire, have been judged 
to be not ftri¢tly legal; and as in this cafe, 
a general colleétion of {mall fums from 
a of lower {tations is abfolutely ne- 
ceflary, 1 thall propofe briefs to be col- 
lected from houfe to houfe; becaufe the 
collection and return for each parifh, is 
made at the expence of 7;d.; and the 
undertaker will readily, on the credit of 
the brief, advance any fum required by 
the truftees, for the charge of laying the 
foundation of their {cheme, as foon as the 
brief fhall have paffed the great feal, in 
this extraordinary cafe, without any in- 
tereft, or at moft a very moderate one. 
The publication of fuch intended brief, 
in all news-papers, will make this good 
defign univerfally underftood as an expe- 
dient for keeping the brave failor from 
{tarving, and in fome meafure a fecurity 
of life and of property, by taking away 
the temptation to rapine; fo that many 
thoufands in every county will be ready 
to make publick contributions to it, who 
have been juftly thought exempted from 
being folicited on other occafions: and 
thofe who have greater affluence of fortune, 
will probably be induced to give more for 
this purpofe, than all the bricfs which 
they have heard have extracted from 
them; on confideration that the charity 
required by all others, tho’ often necefla- 
ry, is only local; whereas in this, the 
whole nation is equally concerned, and 
every man may in his own perfon be im- 
mediately benefited by his own — 
The patent from the Lord Chancellor 
will be of courfe, 4 brief fic Such of brs 
Majelty’s fubjetts, who by being difcharged 
from the fervice by fea or land, may become 
deftitute of means of fubjiftence ; and the 
truftees whom his Lordfhip fhall think 
proper to name, may immediately meet, 
to confider of the moit proper methods 
for that purpofe; which, 1 think, will 


fall under thefe heads. 
1. To advertife, That the truftces meet 
3 4 at 
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uch a time and place, to receive the 
titions of thofe failors who fhall want 
anployment, and take the names of fuch 


as fhall be willing to fettle in the ifles of 


Scotland , or Nova Scotia, &c. with an 
account of the bufinefs to which they 
have been bred, and of the pay due to 
them, and how incumbered. 

2. If the advancement of their pay will 
enable them to enter on any bufinefs for 
a livelihood, that the truftees do buy their 
tickets without difcount, and alfo advance 
cafh on their prize-money. 

3- That the truftees receive propofals 
for eftablithing a fifhery in Scotland, or 
for any other fcheme, of making rivers 
navigable, improving harbours, Gc. and 
prepare a petition to his Majefty, or the 
parliament, for the grant of any lands, 
money, or privileges, that fhall be necef- 
fary ; in which bill provifion fhould be 
made of a conftant falary or annuity for 
any perfon of ceconomy and experience 
who fhall go to Scotlaad to conduct the 
fifhery. 

More heads might be enumerated ; but 
as among the truftees, to be nominated 
by the Lord Chancellor, there will be fe- 
veral members of parliament, and other 
Gentlemen of experience, it will be unne- 
ceffary; and, indeed, all that is here of- 
fered is but to excite others of greater a- 
bilities to take up, and perfect the affair. 

CivIcus. 


FOREIGN HISTORY. 


Etters from CoNSTANTINOPLE 
mention an infarrection in that 
city, in which the Janizar Aga, 
the Captain Bafhaw, the Caimacan, a 
many others, loft their lives; and it is 
added, that the Sultan had retired to A- 
drianople. 

From PererssuRrG there is advice 
of two more fires, at Kiow and Naichra 
in the Ukrain, which have burnt a great 
part of thefe towns down to the ground. 
No further mifchief has happened at Mof- 
cow; and it appears that the firit ac- 
counts of what was formerly done had 
been magnified by fear. The college of 
police in that city has fent to Peterfburg 
an exact enumeration of all the damages 
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caufed by the feveral fires there ; and the 
government has publithed the folloy 
particulars: That 3 monatteries, 33 
churches, 1924 houfes, 13 hofpitals, a. 
breweries, 5 baths, and 12 taverns, have 
been reduced to afhes. There and in o- 
ther cities they are vigoroufly profecuting 
fuch of the incendiaries as have been ta. 
ken, of whom a great many have already 
fuffered death in different ways, To 
pest fuch calamities for the future, it 
as been refolved to augment the night- 
guards in all the principal places through 
the Ruffian dominions, to eftablith at 
Mofcow a guet of horfe and foot in the 
fame manner as at Paris, and to oblige 
the magiftrates in every city to provide a 
certain number of engines, with firemen 
to work them. The Rutlian fleets which 
were at Cron(tadt and Revel, confifling 
in whole of 24 war-fhips and frigates, 
put to fea towards the latter end of June, 
Some fay, that the defign of this arma- 
ment is only to exercife the feamen; and 
others, to give weight to the negotiations 
for a general peace. The Swedes, how- 
ever, give out, that they will follow the 
example, and likewife fend out a {qua- 
dron. Mean while we are told, that the 
Czarina has given frefh aiJurances to the 
maritime powers, that, in cafe the peace 
does not take effect, fhe will certainly fend 
another body of auxiliaries into Germany. 
Their PotisH Majelties have been 
now for fome time at Warfaw ; where 
the King has difpofed of many great of- 
fices, and, among others, of a govern- 
ment worth 10,0001, a-year to the Queen 
his confort. It feems the Kings of Po- 
land are allowed to make provilion 1 
this manner for their Queens, in cale 
they furvive themfelves. Several previ- 
ous meetings of the fenate have been held, 
for deliberating upon matters to be |aid 
before the approaching diet. The chit 
of thefe are, the augmentation of the 
crown-army, which was propofed with- 
out faccefs in the laft general diet ; the 
firengthening of alliances with the other 
Northern powers, </2. Ruflia, Sweden, 
Denmark, and Proflia; the redreiling o! 
the grievances of the Proteitants, 10" 
whom application has {o often been mave 
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July 1748. 
ofa Duke of Courland. As to this laft 
article, the Courlanders are defirous of 
having a new Duke; while the Poles 
would willingly prevent them from pro- 
ceeding to a choice, alledging that the 
duchy is devolved to their republick, of 
which it was formerly held in fee, by the 
extinction of the Ketlers, [p.284.]. If 
the election takes place, fome think that 
M. Saxe, who has retained the title of 
Duke of Courland ever fince his election in 
his late father’s time, will again ftand a 
candidate, fupported by the intereft of 
their Moft Chriftian and Polith Majefties ; 
the rather, becaufe the French Nobility, 
dreading the Marfhal’s great influence 
with the King, would be glad of an op- 
portunity of difmiffing him handfomely. 
On the other hand, it is not doubted but 
that Ruflia, which has had the total dire- 
ction of the duchy for feveral years paft, 
and is above fearing the power of France, 
will renew her oppofition to a candidate, 
whom fhe has now jufter reafons to fu- 
{pect, than {he could poffibly have twenty 
years ag0, when he appeared only as the. 
natural fon of a King in alliance and 
friendthip with that court. From thence 
the friends of Count Biron, the unhappy 
favourite of the late Emprefs Anna Iwa- 
nowna of Ruflia, begin to entertain hopes 
of his being recalled from his banifhment 
in Siberia, where he was almoft forgotten, 
an¢ reinftated in the Ducal dignity, which 
he forfeited, together with his liberty, 
— the death of his Royal miftrefs, and 
the acceflion of the Prince and Princefs 
© Brun{wick-Wolfenbuttel to the admi- 
nitration, ‘This is judged the more pro- 
bable, becaufe the difgrace of that unfor- 
‘unate Nobleman was brought about by a 
sovernment, under which.her prefent Im- 
sa Majelty was herfelf a fufferer.—In 
“ ine Polith city of Vilna, capital of 
a great fire lately happened, 
Y which 12 churches, 4 convents, an 


°364 houfes were burnt, and 313 perfons. 


loft their lives, 


The King of Prussta, amidft repeat- 
Profelions of friendthip to the 
1 ohave been at war on both fides, gives 
wh attention to his army, and is as 
it to keep it compleat, as if he were 
it on the brink of a new war. 
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Col. de la SaALLe’s affair is not yet 
terminated, but continues the fubject of 
memorials and reprefentations by the Ruf- 
fian and French minifters. 

The Locusts, which did fuch incre- 
dible mifchief in Tranfilvania laft year, 
have lately ravaged that country again. 
They come in fuch prodigious fwarms, 
that the air is darkened as they pafs ; and 
where-ever they reft, they confume in one 
night’s time almoft every green thing they 
find; fo that next morning one can 
fcarcely fee a blade of corn, or a leaf on 
the trees, except on the vines, which, it 
is faid, they Jen’ meddle with. They 
not only cover the fields, but render the 
roads impaffable, while the cattle die for 
want of pafture. By lateft accounts they 
had croffed the Danube, in the Lower 
Hungary, and advanced as far as a place 
called the Five Churches; fo that they 
were dreaded in the Auftrian hereditary 
provinces, and even at Vienna, 

Several foreign powers having intereft- 
ed themfelves in favour of the Jews, who 
were driven from PRAGUE about three 
years ago, the Emprefs-Queen has con- 
fented that they fhall return thither, and 
enjoy the fame privileges they did for- 
merly. 

According to lateft accounts of the 
RUSSIAN AUXILIARIES, they were ad- 
vanced through Bohemia as far as Egra, 
which ftands on the confines between 
that kingdom and the circle of Franco- 
nia, We are told, that orders have been 
fent them from Hanover to halt there ; 
but at the fame time it is affured from 
different quarters, that the Emperor and 
the maritime powers have demanded a 
paflage for them through the territories of 
feveral princes and {tates of the empire. 

By our former accounts of ITALY, 
the Auftrians, under the command of M. 
Brown, had penetrated into the Faftern 


d Riviera of Genoa, and made themfelves 


matters of all the diftriét on the fide of 
the river Varo next to Parma; while 


Gen. Nadafti, with a confiderable corps, 


was advanced towards Genoa as far as 
Campo Morone, when the Duke de Rich- 
lieu fent M. Brown a letter with a copy 
of the Emprefs-Queen’s act of acceflion 
to the preliminaries. This produced a 
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fufpenfion of arms between the Auftrians 
and French, in which the Spaniards and 
Genoefe were not formally included, and 
the Varo was made the limit between 
the two armies. On the icth of June, 
orders were fent from Turin to Baron 
Leutram, to fettle with M. Belleifle a cef- 
fation of holtilities between the Piedmon- 
tefe and French troops on the fide of Nice 
and Ventimiglia; in confequence of which 
every thing was agreed upon before the 
2oth to mutual fatisfaction. In the Po- 
nentc, the borders of the river Roia were 
made the limits on both fides ; the French 
extending from Ventimiglia to Sofpello, 
and the Piedmontefe from Dolceaqua to 
Breilliea ; and as to the pofts in the high 
mountains, each party was to continue in 
thofe they were potfeffed of. M. Belleifle 
alfo propofed, that, for eafing the country 
and the troops on both fides, he would 
withdraw feveral battalions into Pro- 
vence, if Baron Leutrum would fend back 
a proportionable number of his into Pied- 
mont; which was agrecd to. Soon af- 
ter this the armiftice was publifhed be- 
tween the French and Piedmontefe on the 
frontiers of Dauphiny. At length, about 
the time that the minifters of his Catho- 
Jick Majefty and the republick of Genoa 
figned the preliminaries at Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle, the ceffation of hoftilities became 
general through all Italy, being formally 
declared for the Spanifh troops on the 
26th, and on the 28th for the Genoefe. 
By lateft accounts from the Auftrian ar- 
my, Only 26 battalions remained at the 
line, from Brugnato to the Bifca, and the 
refl of the troops were retired to the Mi- 
Janefe and Lodefan, while Gen. Brown 
had fixed his head-quarters at Lodi. We 
are likewife informed, that his Sardinian 
aorer troops have evacuated Savona, 
and are withdrawing fucceflively from o- 
ther places in the {tate of Genoa.—The 
affair of exchanging the Auftrian prifon- 
ers at Genoa, faid to be about 3500 in 
number, appeared to be fo far advanced, 
that the four Genoefe holtuges, who had 
been a confierable time detained in the 
citadel of Milan, had liberty pranted them 
to walk about in the city, and go to the 
publick ailemblies. But by the laft let- 
ters from Milan we are told, that thefe 
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hoftages are again clofely confined by or. 
der of M. Brown, becaufe the republick 
of Genoa not only {till delays agreeing on 
the terms of releafing the Auiirian pri- 
foners, but has even refufed to prant {ome 
officers the liberty of going to the baths 
of Acqui. 

There lately happened a ftorm of thun- 
der and rain in the territory of FLo- 
RENCE, attended by fo violent a hurti- 
cane, as carried trees and roofs of houfee 
to fome miles diftance, deftroyed molt of 
the vineyards, made large wattes in the 
corn-fields, and, in fhort, ravaged a great 
part of the country in fuch a manner, 
that it was left almoft as bare as if the 
harvelt had been juft over. 

They write from Maprip, that, fince 
figning the preliminaries, the court has 
revoked the orders which had been for- 
merly given, for prohibiting al] manner 
of commerce with Gibraltar ; and that his 
Catholick Majefty has authorifed M.W aie, 
who has for fome time been his refident 
at London, to fettle with the minillers oi 
G. Britain fome articles relating to the 
freedom of the Britifh navigation to the 
Weit-Indies, and fome others relating to 
the demands of the South fea company. 
—A preat part of the palace of Aranjucz 
has been confumed by fire, which {pread 
fo fuddenly, that the King, Queen, the 
Infant Don Lewis, and the Infantas, ¢ 
{caped with difficulty. 

The FRENcu King has iffued an edit, 
annulling all agreements made betore the 
ceffation of arms, between the infurers 
and the merchants, and for regulating all 
fuch infurances as are made at high pre- 
miums. Orders have been fent to St la 
lo’s for an exact lift of all their priva- 
tcers, with the number of guns and hands, 
their owners and Captains names, and 3 
particular defcription of the veflels, 1 
order to take meafures to prevent thet 
turning pyrates on the conclvfion of 4 
peace. As upon that event taking place 
the young pretender will be obliged ” 
quit the dominions of France, we are told, 
that he had chofen Friburg, the capital of 
one of the Swifs cantons, as the place ©! 
his refidence ; and that his Moft Chritu- 
an Majefty recommended him to the £° 
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own hand; but that, after fix weeks de- 
jiberation, they have refufed to receive 
him. 

From the NETHERLANDS we have 
not much of confequence fince our fait. 
‘The Britith troops are now cantoned in 
the neighbourhood of Eyndhoven, where 
the Duke of Cumberland has his head 
quarters. It appears that the French 
court has refolved to affemble a large 
body of troops in the duchy of Lorrain. 
Forty five fquadrons of dragoons that 
were quartered in the conquered coun- 
tries, began their march towards that fide 
on the 2ult of July, and it was affured 
that they were foon to be followed by no 
fewer than so battalions. Repeated ad- 
vices with refpeét to peace would make it 
be fuppofed, that this is one {tep towards 
a total evacuation of the conquered places 
in the Netherlands; efpecially as they 
write from Vienna, that the Emprefs- 
Queen has fent Gen. Brown orders to gct 
all things in readinefs for evacuating the 
duchies of Parma, Placentia, and Guattal- 
la, fome time in the month of Augutt. 
Mean while it is obferved, that the French 
continue fending great quantities of pro- 
vilions to Dendermonde and Maeftricht. 
M. Saxe at length obtained leave to wait 
upon the French King at Compeigne ; 
but he ftaid at court only two or three 
days, and then returned to Bruffels. 

Jn the Unitep Provinces there 
fiill continue feveral diforders and riots 
on account of the taxes. Quietnefs is in 
great meafure reftored in the province of 
Holland and Weft-Friefland {ince abolith- 
ing the duties upon confumptions. On 
the 29th of July N.S, there was publith- 
eda refolution of the ftates of that pro- 
vince, containing provifional arrange- 
ments concerning the finances, which is 
to take place, till a fixed and perpetual 
plan can be formed to fupply the defects 
of the impofts formerly farmed. It im- 
ports, in fubftance, That all the cities, 
citriéts, ce, of the province, fhall pay to 
the {tate the fame fum that arofe from the 
firms in 1747, including the produce of 
Weights, meafures, duty of entrance, dc. 
Which fams are calculated at ten millions 
Of florins per annum ; that a twelfth part 
of the fums from the feveral cities and dif> 
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tricts fhall be furnifhed monthly by the 
magiltrates, who are impowered to diitrain 
in default of payment ; that if the magi- 
{trates {hould fail to remit to the publick 
trealury, at the times prefcribed, the 
quotas of their refpective diftricts, they 
are to produce the reafons of it, that the 
Prince of Orange may judge of their va- 
lidity ; that in cafe his Highnefs fhould 
not think them fatisfactory, the magi- 
{trates themfelves fhall then be diftrain- 


ed, as having been negligent in the dif- 


charge of their truft; that the firft month 
fhall be computed from the r{t of July, 
and the payment for that month made on 
or before the 1{t of September; and that 
four per cent. difcount fhall be allowed 
for the money advanced to make good 
thefe payments monthly. In order to 
facilitate the matter, every one is exhort- 
ed to calculate what he ufed to pay before 
the farms were abolifhed, and to bring in 
a proportional {um, to the proper officers. 
Several regulations are made for the re- 
drefs of thofe who may be aggrieved ; 
and to inforce the whole, the confciences 
of people are appealed to, the neceflities 
of the government are urged, and other 
molt pathetick arguments made ufe of. 
The laft appeal in all circumftances of this 
matter is to the Stadtholder. A riot late- 
ly happened in North-H2/land, on account 
of the tythes; from which the country 
people thought they were likewife to be 
freed, and therefore refufed to pay them, 
The Stadtholder affitted at the deliberati- 
ons of the court of jultice on occafion of 
this; when it was refolved to fend thi- 
ther two judges of that court, with the 
fifcal, and all his bailiffs, and other at- 
tendants, to take proper cognifance of 
the affair; and the regular troops recei~ 
ved orders to aflift them, if required, in 
the execution of their office. By lateft 
accounts, all was pretty quict again there. 
At Tergau, the {kippers and populace, 
pretending that, by the abolition of the 
impotts in the province of Holland, they 
are to be exempted from contributing a- 
ny thing at all to the publick revenue, 
have refufed to pay the paflage-moncy, 
the tolls for opening the fluices, and o- 
ther duties to which all veflels are fubjects 
upon which it has been found neces 
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to fend a detachment of the guards, to 
curb their infolence, and bring them to 
realon. 

In Overy/fel, the {tates have been obli- 


ged to fupprefs all the farms, to quiet the 


uncalinefs of the people: but the Hanckes, 
or thofe who come yearly out of Germa- 
ny, and other parts, to make hay, and 
work at harvelt, have aflembled in great 
bodies, and committed feveral diforders 
in that province. 

The deputies of Zealand have iffued a 
proclamation, fetting forth, That as they 
have heard that numbers of the inhabi- 
tants of that province had exprefled a 
great defire of having the impotts abolith- 
ed, as had been done in Holland, they 


thought proper to give notice, that nei- 


ther they, nor the regency of the feveral 
towns, being authorifed to abolifh fo 
confiderable a branch of the publick re- 
venue, they had taken the only method 
they could make ule of to fatisfy their 
people, namely, to defire the Stadtholder, 
and the {tates of the province, to appoint 
deputies for confulting on the abolition 
of thofe impoits, in the manner that may 
tend moit to the fatisfaction of the inha- 
bitants, and the advantage of the ftate ; 
exhorting all their people to wait quietly 
for the refult of thofe deliberations. 

In a late meeting of the ftates of Gue/- 
cerland, before they broke up, they refol- 
ved to continue the impofts and farmers 
upon the old footing ; but promifed, at 
the fame time, to givé the people all pof- 
fible fatistaction as to the grievances they 
complained of. The populace not being 
fatisfied with this declaration, they affem- 
bled in a tumultuous manner in feveral 
parts of the province, where they com- 
mitted great outrages ; and, by lateft ac- 
counts, they perfifted in a refufal to pay 
all manner of taxes or duties, even thofe 
levied for upholding the dikes, and for o- 
ther publick ufes. 

A new ferment has arifen in the pro- 
Vince of Groningen, after that was allayed 
which was occationed by the pachters. It 
appears to be the more dangerous, as the 
better fort of burghers are engaged in 
it. They demand, that jutice be ren- 
dered in an eafier manner; that all Jaw- 
fuits be terminated within a year after 
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their commencement ; and that yo nin 
blick employments be given to the dome. 
fticks of magiltrates, nor to perfons yn- 
fit for them, thro’ age, fex, or want of 
capacity. .The total extirpation of the 
Romith religion makes another of their 
demands; and we are told, that as to 
this they have had recourfe to violence, 
and plundered fome Popith churches. 

In Friefland the confufion is greater 
than ever, infomuch that the deputies to 
the ftates from the quarter of Ottergaw 
had thoughts of refigning their comm). 
ons; but they were diverted from that 
defign by the Stadtholder’s remonttrances, 
Gen. Greveftein was fent thither to en- 

eavour the fettling of thefe diforders, but 
returned without effecting any thing. ‘The 
Prince of Orange intended to have gone 
himfelf: it was however thought proper, 
firlt to fend a deputation trom the States- 
General, to try what could be done in 
that way; and five regiments of foot, 
with two of horfe, were put on marci to- 
wards that province. 

The ftates of Holland and Wef}-Fric/- 
land have appointed the firft day of their 
meeting in September next for receiving 
the lifts, which the deputies of the towns 
in that province were formerly direcied 
to lay before them, of all the employments 
in the difpofal of their feveral regencics. 

Their High Mightinefles the Siate.- 
General have refolved to fettle the fucce!- 
fion to the dignities of Captain and -Ac- 
miral General of the Union upon the 
Prince of Orange's male and female itive ; 
and a folemn deputation is to be appoint: 
ed to wait upon his Highnefs with the. 
diploma. 

From we have 
nothing but what tends to make it bevie 
ved that a general peace is on the point 
of being concluded. —The following 
claration was figned there on the Sth o! 
July N.S. 
\ TE, the under written minifters ail 

nipotentiary of his ¢ 
Majefty, his Britannick Majelty, ane the 
Lords the States-General of the United 
Provinces, at the conferences of Aix-la~ 
Chapelle, declare, that fince the 30: 0! 
April laft, the day on which the prelim’ 


naries were figned by us in this at “4 
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aix-la-Chapelle, no orders have been fent 
1p the Ealt or Welt Indies for proceed- 
ing to the demolition or deftruction of a- 
ny of the conquefts made on cither fide 
> the faid Ealt and Welt Indies, or for 
Going any thing contrary to the fpirit and 
tenor of the 2d article of the prelimina- 
res, and the declarations of the 21ft and 
“tit of Jatt May; in confequence of 
which we bave agreed, that all the con- 
guelts made before the faid 3oth of April, 
or which may have been made fince, fhall 
be rellored; that is to fay, thofe in the 
Weil-Indies in the {late they were in fix 
weeks after the 30th of April, and thofe 
made, or Which might be made in the 
Falt-Indies, in the ftate they hall be in 

,on the 3oth of O&ober, the day of the 
expiration of the fix months, reckoning 
from the date of the fignatuye of the faid 
preliminaries. 

Moreover, as by the 16th article of the 
preliminaries reference is made to the 3d 
aticle of the convention for the fufpen- 
(on of arms agreed to the 19th of Auguit 
i712, between their Moft Chriftian and 
Kritannick Majefties ; and as, notwith- 
tanding, hoftilities may not perhaps have 
cealed at the expiration of the fix weeks 
from the day of the fignature of the pre- 
liminaries, as well in the Mediterranean, 
asthe Northern ocean, to Cape St Vin- 
cent, and from that cape to the line; we 
have agreed, that commiffaries fufficient- 
ly authorifed fhall be named by all the 
parties within the fpace of two months, 
who fhall affemble at St Malo, or in fuch 
other place as his Moft Chriftian Majefty, 
his Britannick Majefty, and the Lords 
tie States-General of the United Provin- 
es, thall agree, to order the reciprocal 
rutuuion or indemnity for prizes taken, 
aswell in the Mediterranean as the North- 
“n ocean, as far as Cape St Vincent, and 
"tom that cape to the line, after the term 
UX weeks, reckoning from the figna- 
‘re of the preliminaries. 

_ witnels whereof, éc.—the ratifica- 

‘ons to be procured in due form within 

mont Done, &c. 

(L.S.) St Severin Arragon. 

(L.S.) Sandwich . 

(L.S.) G. A. Haffelaer. 

(L.S.) Van Borffel, 

(L.S.) O. Z. Kan Haren. 
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LonpbDon, Fuly 1748, 
— between G. Britain, Spain, 


and Genoa, ceafe at the end of 
twelve days, in the channel and in the 
North feas ; at the the end of fix weeks, 
beyond the channel and the Britifh and 
North feas, as far as Cape St Vincent, 
and beyond the faid cape to the equino- 
étial line, whether in the ocean or the 
Mediterranean; and at the end of {ix 
months, beyond the equinoétial line, and 
in all other places of the world without 
exception, to be computed from the 17th 
of June, O.S. the day on which Spain 
and Genoa acceded to the preliminaries. 

The following letter, dated atHanover, 
July rt. N.S. has been fent by the Duke of 
Newcaltle to Adm. Byng, commander of 
the Britifh {quadron in the Mediterranean, 
viz. ** Sir, The King of Spain and the re- 
publick of Genoa having acceded in form 
to the preliminaries figned at Aix-la-Chap- 
pelle on the 3oth of April, N.S. it is a- 
greed, that all hoftilities fhall immediately 
ceafe in Italy. Ihave orders toinform you, 
that the King’s intention is, that as foon 
as you receive this letter, you fend orders 
to the commanders of all his Majetty’s 
fhips in the Mediterranean, not to com- 
mit any more hoftilities again{ft the fub- 
jects of France, Spain, and Genoa. You 
will foon receive orders from the Lords 
Commiffioners of the Admiralty to return 
to England, or at leaft to fend thither 
the greateft part of his Majefty’s {quadron 
under your command. I have fubjoined, 
by the King’s order, the [preceeding | co- 

y of a declaration figned the 8th of ju- 
y, N.S. by Lord Sandwich and the mi- 
nifters of France and Holland at Aix- 
la-Chapelle.——My orders alfo are, that 
the King defires you would conform ex~ 
actly to the tenor of this declaration, as 
far as it regards the fquadron you com- 
mand. &c.” 

Sir Peter Warren, in the Invincible, 
and Sir Edward Hawke, in the Devon- 
fhire, with the Yarmouth and Culloden, 
arrived at Spithead on the 24th. 

Publick notice was given from the pe- 
neral poit-office in the Gazette of the 
12th, that the correfpondence by letters 
betyveen Britain and France was opened, 
that the firit mail would go from met 
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for France on Monday the 18th, and one 
thereafter every Monday and Thurfday ; 
and that thefe mails would convey all let- 
ters to and from Spain, Italy, Sicily, 
Switzerland, Turky, and Minorca, as u- 
fual in times of peace. And the mails 
and come accordingly. 

By the middle of July, paflports were 
come from Spain, figned july 6. N.S. 
and bills were pafted up at the Royal ex- 
change for fhips bound for that kingdom. 
The trade was not to be opened till the 
beginning of Auguft; but in the mean 
time Britith fhips might enter the Spanifh 
ports, to provide themfelves with necef- 
faries, tho’ going to other places. 

Great numbers of fhipwrights, carpen- 
ters, riggers, and other workmen, have 
been difcharged at the King’s yards, no 
fewer than 200 at Woolwich on the 2d 
of July; and itis faid that French agents 
cnpage many of them at 5, 6, and 7s. 
a-day, to work in the French king’s 
yards. Several engineers, bombardiers, 
gunners, ec. are likewife difcharged. — 
By the paying off of feveral men of war, 
the wages in the merchants fervice are 
fallen from 50 to 25 s. per month. 

At the general quarterly feflions of 
peace for Surrey at Guildford, on the 
rgth, above 460 prifoners for debt, and 
fugitives, were difcharged by the late in- 
folvent-act. 

On the 20th, a court-martial was held 
at Deptford on board the Katharine yacht, 
for the trial of George T'ymewell, late 
Secretary to Com. Mitchel, for the mur- 
der of Capt. Thomas Gregory, of the 
Yolkitone, in a duel fought on fhore on 
the coait of Zealand, He was acquitted 
of the murder, but found guilty of a 
mifdemeano~, in acting contrary to his 
orders; for which he was fentenced to 
be imprifoned two years in the Marfhal- 
fea prifon, and rendered incapable of e- 
ver ferving in the Royal navy. 

Mr Chandler of Clitford’s inn, having 
fued the hundred of Sunning, Berkthire, 
for a robbery on the 24th of March lait, 
recovered at Abingdon affizes, 9601}. 
loft in bank-bills, 5 guineas, 20 thillings, 
and 41. for his watch; being the whole 
of his demand. 

The tax ou coaches, chailes, Ge. ’tis 
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faid amounted laft year to 57,849 | 
which is upwards of 20001. more than 
it amounted to the former year. 

Mr George Whitefield (reported to be 
dead, p.250.) is arrived at London, and 
preached on the 6th of July at Great st 
Bartholomew’s near Wett-Smithtield, and 
fince in Moorfields, &c. to crowded au- 
diences, 

The folar eclipfe on the 14th, of which 
we gave feveral calculations, p.222, 3, 4. 
was accurately obferved by a fet of in- 
genious Gentlemen near St Paul’s. One 
obferved the appulfe of the moon’s limb 
to that of the fun, thro’ a good re!ract- 
ing aftronomical telefcope, whofe object- 
glafs was exceeding well polifhed, and de- 
fined the objects very diltincly ; while 
another proclaimed each fecond, meafured 
by a curious regulator, with a compound 
pendulum, whole weight is four times 
greater than that which keeps the machine 
in motion ; and this again was corrected 
by a mathematical inftrument, placed 
purpofely for obferving the moment of the 
fun’s paffing over our meridian. Accor- 
ding to the obfervations they made, the 
beginning of the eclipfe was at 3 min. 
53 fec. paft nine in.the morning, and the 
end at 9 min. 13 fec. ag twelve, as 
near as could be judged, by reafon of 
clouds interpofing. About ten digits 
were eclipfed. Venus made a beautiful 
appearance thro’ the telefcopes, in form 
of acrefcent or new moon.—At Gran- 
tham, Lincolnfhire, according to A’. 
White, the beginning was at 1 min. pal 
nine; and the middle, at 31 min. pat 
ten. The digits eclipfed he meafured 
10° 4’. He could not obferve the exact 
time of the end, the fun being then quite 
clouded ; but imagines it happened about 
6 min. paft twelve.—And at Lutiwich, 
near Thrapfton, Northamptonthire, ac- 
cording to M. D. the beginning was at 
50 fec. paft nine; the greatelt obfcurs- 
tion, at 33 min. paft ten. ; and the ens, 
at min. 25 fec. paft twelve. Digits ¢ 
clipfed, 10}. Latitude, 52° 27° 3° 

A fwarm of locufts ately tell neat 
Briftol, much refembling thofe that 
fome time ago in Tranfilvania, and now 
again ravage that country. Some o! tic 
are kept in fpirits by the curious." 
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damage has been done in Shropfhire and 
staffordfhire by a fort of locufts, who eat 
the blooms of the apple and crab trees, 
ially the leaves of oaks. The 
look as bare as at Chriftmas. 
But the rooks have taken a liking to the 
Jocuts, and devour prodigious numbers 


but efpec 
oak-trees 


of them. 


P.S, On the 4th of Auguift, the late 
Farl of Cromertie, with his Lady and fa- 
mily, fet out from their lodgings in Pall- 
Mall, for Devonfhire, to the place he is 
banifhed to for life, near Exeter. — Par- 
dons have paffed the great feal, for all 
treafons, ¢oc. committed before the 13th 
of April 1748, to Sir James Kinloch, 
provided he remain in fuch places as fhall 
be appointed him by the King; and to 
William Barclay, and feventy two others, 
provided they inlift themfelves into his 
Majelty’s fervice to go abroad. 


EDINBURGH, Fuly 1748. 


Sts our laft, ~. 299. refolutions a- 
gainft fmuggling have been entered 
into by the Juftices of Peace and Com- 
millioners of Supply of the fhire of Rox- 
burgh, and by the Heritors, Freeholders 
and Jultices of Peace of the fhire of Lin- 
lithgow. Both exprefs a laudable defire 
to encourage the confumpt of home com- 
modities; and the Gentlemen of Rox- 
burghfhire agree, that none of them will 
make ufe of foreign brandy in their fa- 
milies, or drink it in publick houfes ; and 
that they will countenance thofe publick 
houfes only who fhall make or retale ale, 
beer, and home-made fpirits. —P. S. Like 
refolutions are enter 
ces, Gc. of the fhires of Berwick and 


Haddington. 


The criminal profecutions mentioned 
p. 301. produced the two letters follow- 
ing, the former addreffed to the publith- 
rs of the Edinburgh news-papers. 


SIR, 


POU have lately t 
_ Criminal procefs at my inftance, a- 
ginit Capt. Scott, Lieut? Maxwell, Hunt, 
and Moodie, and Capt. Graham, 
of Gen, Guife’s’ regiment, and of a 
Kermination at the inftance of the firft 
apainft Mr Charles Elphinfton and 
That matter is now out of doors ; 
Sd] own myfelf satisfied with the res 


al 


me, 


into by the Jufti- 


h, Fuly 25.1748. 
d the pub 


paration of what on my part gave rife to” 
that profecution ; and the publick fhould 
have heard no more of the fubject, 
(though it was exprefsly otherwife ca- 
pitulate), if the juftification of Mr El- 
phinfton’s honour and my innocence did 
not make it neceflary. You will there- 
fore infert in your next the letter here 
fubjoined ; not with the leaft intent to 
reflect further on thefe Gentlemen, whofe 
honour and ingenuity has led them of 
their own accord to do us juftice; but 
rather as a caution to others, who de- 
claim on popular topicks, to feafon their 
wit and warmth with proper degrees of 


candour. 
WaL. STIRLING, 


To Dr Walter Stirling at Stirling. 
STIR, 

W E with a fincere regret acknow- 

ledge, that the recrimination, or 
crisuinal letters, raifed at our inftances a- 
gainft you and Mr Elphinfton, was en- 
tirely groundlefs and injurious, and pro- 
from our mifapprehenfions, and 
the fatal effects of too late hours, and 
too much liquor ; and we are now fen- 
fible we had no reafon to think, that any 
thing difaffected, or which had a tendency 
that way, was faid or fung in your come 
pany that night, wherein the unlucky af- 
fair happened, which gives rife to this 
acknowledgment. We are forry for 
every thing elfe that paffed on that un- 
happy occafion, which we hope you both 
forgive and will forget ; and you are at 
freedom to ufe this for vindicatidn of 
your honour, in what fhape publick or 
private you think proper, We are, Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble fervantsy 


Edin. 224 Fuly, Raspert Scorr, 
1748. oO. MAXWELL. 
ILLERHILL Hunt. 


Robert and George Forrefters chap- 
men, debtors to fome Glafgow merchants 
in between 5 and 6ool. Sterling, were 
found fraudulent bankrupts by the court 
of feffion on the 23d, and ordained to 
be pilloried at Glafgow on the roth of 
Auguft, and then tranfported to America 
for feven years. > 

A lift of the perfons who have quali- 
fied in terms of the late act, p. 264. a 

VoL.r 3 mounting, 
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mounting to between 2 and 300, was af- 
fixed om the wall of the parliament-houfe 
the lait day of the feffion. 

Locuits are faid to have been feen be- 
tween Peterhead and Aberdeen, and one 
was found in Burntsfield links near E- 
dinburgh. They have two wings each, 
a head like a lobfter’s, and are between 
two and three inches long. 

A fire broke out at Glafgow, on the 
2oth early in the morning, in the houfe 
of John King Vintner in oé Salt-market; 
in which Mr King himfelf, and James 
Dunlop, formerly a merchant in Edin- 
burgh, who lodged in the houfe that 
night, unfortunately perifhed. 

Six fhips from China came into Leith 
road about the 7th, lay there eight or ten 
days, and then failed for London. 

On the 23d of June, an Egyptian mum- 
my, brought by fea to Leith, was lod- 
ged in the advocates library ; to whom it 
is fent in a prefent by the Earl of Morton. 

The author of the propofal inferted 
#- 299. having heard it alledged, that 
the tops of heather, when dried, would 
become brittle, crumble into duft, and be 
ufelefs, defires to inform the publick, 
that the tops of heather, when defigned 
for the ufe of cattle, muft be expofed to 
the fun and air about the fame {pace of 
time that grafs to be made into hay re- 
quires ; and that, if ftacked and prefér- 
ved in the fame manner as hay is, they 
will retain the tough quality which 

is in dried grafs, and will anfwer the 
end propofed in all refpects, as well as 
either hay or ftraw, He obferves, that 
Gentlemen, inftead of {tarting difficulties 
on a new difcovery, ought to make an 
experiment ; which, in the prefent cafe, 

might be done with little or no expence ; 
and if it fucceed, of which he has no 
doubt, will be an advantage both pu- 
blick and private fcarce to be parallelted. 

The fine Scots linen made in imitation 
of Cambrick, does not fall within the 
cambrick-act, 


MARRIAGES and Brrrus. 


Fulvio T London, Jobn Lord Vife. Bate- 
man was married to MifS Sambroke, 
niece to Sir Jeremiah Sambroke. 
27. Lord Burghley, eldeft fon to the Earl of 
Fxeter, to Mifs Townfhend, only daughter to 
Horatio Townthend, Eig; 


Marriages, Births, Deaths, &c. 


July 1748, 
24. At Berkeley caftle, Gloucetterthire, the 
Counteds of Berkcley was delivered of three day eh. 
=r. a all baptized and died the day of 
Lately at Aix-la-Chapelle, Lady Jean Stewart 
wife of Col. Stewart, brother to Sir George Stew. 
art of Grandtully, and fitter of the Duke of 
Douglas, of two fons at a birth. 


fem oe. 
For Fune. 


May 22. Edward Afhe, Ef; who was member 
of parliament for Heytefbury 52 years {licceffive- 
ly, and aCommiflioner of Trade and Plantations 
above 20; and laft year refigned both. 

25. Alexander Crouden, ig; who was Captain 
of invalids on board the Centurion, in the CXpe- 
dition to the South-feas by Com. An{on. 

June John Hamilton of Kardowie, FG; 

7. Sir Henry Harpur, member for Tamworth, 

9. Thomas Young, Merchant, and late Trea- 
furer of Edinburgh. 

10. At his feat at Leatherhead, Surrey, Francis 
Fuller, Efq; a Major-General, and Colonel of a 
regiment of foot. 

13. At London, aged 55, the DuchefS of Athol 
Her Grace was firtt married to Mr Lenoy ot Lon- 
don merchant, by whom fhe had a daughiter. She 
had feveral children to the Duke, of whom only 
one is alive, Lady Charlotte. Their Graces eldest 
daughter, Lady Jean, was married to the Farl ot 
Crawfurd in March 1747; but left no iflue, ha- 
ving died in September the fame year. A conti- 
derable fortune, ’tis faid, falls to his Lordihip by 
her Grace’s will. 

14. At London, the Duchefs of Kent, relict of 
Henry de Grey, the laft Duke of Kent. 

17. At London, William Readman, aged 104. 

18. At Hamilton’s-Farm, near Glafgow, the La- 
dy of Patrick Bogle younger of Hamuilton’s-f arm, 
and filter to the Vifcount of Garnock. 

24., At Edinburgh, Mifs Anna Drummond, 
daughter to the deceas’d Vilcount of Strathallan. 

24. At Edinburgh, William Adam, King’s Me- 
fon, a celebrated archite¢t. 

26. At Staines, aged about 26, George Forrefter, 
Lord Forrefter, a bachelor, formerly one ot Ux 
Captains of the Royal navy. 

At Balderwood lodge, Hampthire, the Le- 
dy of Lord Delawar. 

27. At London, in the cuftody of a meflenger, 
James Stewart, Eig; who was Majter of Horle to 
the late Duke of Perth, and Major of his rege 
ment in the late rebellion. 

Letters from Zetland give account, that all the 
fons 6f Thomas Gifford of Butta, fig; in that 
country, viz. Jolin, Robert, W idiam, and 
and Mr John Fifken Minifler at Tingwall, ger 

hew, having made a vilit to their tipelor Sir GU" 
Fond of Weatherfta, on the 14th of My laft, ond 
returning by water to the houfe of Buftay the boxt 
overfet, and all of them, together with the boat 
men, perifbed, Fa 
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July 1748. 
For Fuly. 


uly >. At his feat of Valleyfield, in the 89th 
ver of his age, George Prefton, FG; a Lieu- 
tenant-General, and Lieutenant- Governor of the 
calle of Edinburgh. He was a Captain in the fer- 
vice of the States-General in 1688, and attended 
the Prince of Orange in his expedition that year. 
He ferved in all the wars of K. William and Q. 
Anne. At the battle of Ramellies he received fe- 
veral wounds. Some bullets lodged in his body, 
and could not be extraéted. He was made Colo- 
nel of the Cameronian regiment in 1706, and re- 
fined that offcein 1720. At the rebellion 1715, 
he was {ent from London to command the caftle 
of Edinburgh ; and was commander in chief of the 
forces in Scotland for feveral years after. Not- 
withitanding his age and infirmities, at the break- 
ing out of the late rebellion, he came to the caftle 
of Edinburgh, and exerted himfelf vigoroufly in 
ts defence all the time the rebels were in pofieffi- 
on of the city. His eftate defcends to his grand- 
nephew Sir George Prefton. 

12. At London, the Vifcountefs-dowager Har- 
court. 4 

19. At the houfe of Abercairny, Lady Chrifti- 
an Moray, wife of David Moray of Abercairny, 
big; and fifter to the Earl of Eglington. 

zo. At London, John Monfon, Lord Monfon, 
K.B. P. C. Firft Commiffioner of Trade and 
Plantations. His Lordfhip is fucceeded by his el- 
dett fon John. 

23. At his houfe of Jeanfield, near Dalkeith, in 
the 59th year of hisage, David Murray, Vifcount 
of Stormont. His Lordthip is fucceeded by his 
only fon David. 

24. At his feat of Philorth, Aberdeenfhire, A- 
lexander Frafer, Lord Salton. His Lordthip is 
lucceeded by his fon Alexander. 

26. Price Devereux, Vifcount Hereford, Firft 
Vilcount of England. His Lordthip dying with- 
out iflue-male, his titles are extinét. 

P.S. Aug. 4. Mr John Orr, Minifter at La- 
hark ; in which charge he had been forty years. 


PREFPERMERTS, 
For Fune. 
Taken from the London Gazette. 


The King has been pleafed, 

May 31. — to grant unto Somerfet Hamilton 
Butler, Vite. Ikerrin, the dignity of an Earl of 
Incland, by the title of Earl of Carrick. 

_3!,—to grant unto Sir Robert King, of Roc- 
kingham, in the county of Rofcommon, Ireland, 
bar, the dignity of @ Baron of that kingdom, by 
the utle of Baron of Kingsborough. 

3i-—to grant unto Sir James Sommervell, Kt, 
the dignity of a Baron of Ircland. 

., , Taken from ether papers. 

Nicholas Herbert, EQ; member for Newport, 

“ercary of Famsica, end Steward of Provifious 
ivere, after the death of John Balagnia, 

Denpiter, an officer in the Edinburgh re- 


Deaths, Preferments, Prices, &c. 
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= in the time of the late rebellion, and a vo- 
untier in Flanders laft year, 4/Ji/fant-Liewtenant 
and Adjutant to the city-guard of Edinburgh. 

New Member : Mr Charles Maitland of Pitri- 
chie, Advocate, Sheriff-depute of Edinburgh, for 
Aberdeen, Bamff, &c. in the room of John Maule, 
Efy; made one of the Barons of the Exchequer. 


For Fuly. 
Taken from the London Gazette. 


Fuly17. O.S. The King has been pleafed to 


appoint Sir Thomas Robinion, his Majefty’s mi- 
nifter plenipotentiary at Vienna, to be jot Ple- 
ntpotentiary with the Earl of Sandwich at the con- 
grefs at Atx-la-Chapelle ; and alfo to appoint Ri- 
chard Levefon Gower and }.diward Wortley Mon- 
tagu, Efgs, to be bis Majesty's Secretaries at the 
{aid congrefs. 
Taken from other papers. 

James Delany, E{G; Governor of New-York, 
in the room of George Clinton, Eig; 

William Breton, fg; Groom of the Bedchamber 
to the Prince of Wales. 

Lt-Col. Hopfon, Colonel of the foot late Ful- 
ler’s, deceas’d. 

Andrew Fletcher younger of Milton, E{q; mem- 
ber for Haddington, Dunbar, &c. to be uuditor- 
General of the Exchequer in Scctland, after the 
death of Sir James Dalrymple of Newhales. 

Hon. Walter Sandilands, Efy; Advocate, She- 
sa of Edinburghjbire, in the room of Mr 
Charles Maitland of Pitrichie. 

John Adam Architect, King’s Mafon, in the 
room of his father, deceas’d. 

The captures for Fuly are on the cover, and will, 
with thofe for June, be inferied afterwards. 


Prices of Stocks, &c. at London, July 29. 

> & ©. t 
Bank 127 Eaft-India 1274 
—3 perc.ann. 88} —bonds 20s. a 21 s. 
— 4perc.1746 97 South-fea 110 
— 1747 973 2¢a}—Ann. 
—1748975; 2% D. New 99298% 
Lot. Tick. 111. 7s. Lot. 96} 

Wheaten peck-loaf21d. Oats to 11s. p. quar, 
Wheat 26to 29s. p.quar. Hops 41. to sl. 10s. 
Barley 14 to 15s.p.quar. Hay 36 to 42s. 


London bill from June 21. to July 26. 
Chriftened Males 733 1433 


Females 711 


Males 
Buried Females —— 835 1679 
Within the walls 132 
Without the walls — —— 299 
Z In Middlefex and Surrey — 766 


City and fuburbs Wellm’ —- 382 
Buried 
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Buried within the city of Edinburgh, end in the 


Weft-kirk-yard, July 1748. 

Within the city, Men |] Diseases, No. 
32, Women 16, Children | Aged 3 
20; in all 48. In the | Ague I 
Weft-kirk-yard, Men 1, } Atthna ——— 1 
Women 3, Children 14; | Colick —~— 2 
in all 18. In both 66. | Chincough ——- 5 
Decreafed this month 40. | Confumption —— 11 

AGE. No. | Convulfion ——- 2 

Under 2 26 | Fever 18 

4|Gun — 
5 & 10 3 | Meatfles 5 
10 & 20 2 | Small-pox 7 
2o& 39 5 } Still-born ———— 3 
30 & 40 7 | Suddenly —— 2 
50 5 Tympany I 
60& 60 s | Teething 2 
60 & 70 6 | Vomiting blood I 
2} Cruihd 1 

| 80 & go 1 


Edinburgh, Aug. 12. Oat-meal 6} d. 
Peate-meal 4d. 


NEW BOOKS. 


Armonia Trigonometrica; or, A fhort trea- 

tile of trigonometry; wherein the harmo- 

ny between plain and fpherical tri is 

clearly exhibited, and thereby all the difficulties 

and perplexities of the latter are entirely remo- 
ved. 

The doétrine of ultimators ; containing a new 
acquifition to mathematical literature. By the 
Rev. Mr j. Kirkby. gto. 6s. 

Filays on feveral fubjeéts, chiefly publithed in 
the York Proteftant Courant. 15. 64. 

An account of the countries adjoining to Hud- 
fon’s bay. By Arthur Dobbs; Eig; 5s. 

‘The life of Dean Prideaux. With feveral of 
his tracts and letters mever before publithed. 
os. 6d. fewed. 

Memoirs of the Rt Hon. Duncan Forbes, EG; 
1s. 

The life af Auguftus Cafar, in 2 vols 12mo. 
gs. wed. 

Ovid's metamorphofes tranflated into Englith 
profe, with the Latin text and notes. 6s. 

Weich travels. 1g. 

Matrimonial ceremonies diiplaved. 1s. 

A tow thro’ the whole ifland of Great Britain. 
¥ lit 4. Ja 4 vols. 2s. 

A letter to a vouny Gentleman at Oxford. 
By F.Gentham, b. D. 6d. 

An eflay on the nurfing and management of 
children. Jn a letter addectied to one of the go- 
vernors of the Foundling hofpital, and publithed 
by order of the committee. 6 d. 

A letter to adventurers im the lottery. 6d. 

The gardeners kalendar, By P, Miller, F.R.S, 


Edit. 8. With medicinal plants now firit added. 


45 
A view of ih hi wi 

1688. By remarks to 

jons u ve and marti 
lopaidon. rage. By Phi. 
Poe# TR y. 

Retirement. An ethick pocm. 1 
Poems on feveral occafions. By H.G. 
A fyllabus of the animal economy, in Huds. 


_braftic verfe. 1s 


POLITICAL, 

A remarkable dialogue, which lately happened 
in the gardens of Luxemburg in Paris, between 
an old impartial Eaglifh Whig, and a honjuror of 
the church of England, concerning the young 
Chevalier. 1. 6d. 

The merchants proteft againit the prelimina- 
ries. 6d. 

Baron Mountenay’s celebrated dedication of 
the feleét orations of Demofthencs to the late Sir 
R. Walpole, with notes, Ge. 1s. 

A thort differtation of that {pecies of mifgo- 
vernment, called oligarchy. 1s. 

Advice to a miniiter on the prefent pofture of 
affairs. 6d. 

Divinity, Controver/y, and Sermons. 

A critical commentary on the book of Fecle- 
fiafticus. By R. Arnauld, B.D. folio. 8 s. in 
theets. 

The family expofitor ; or, A paraphrafe on the 
New Teftament, vol. 3. By P. Doddridge. D.D. 
135. 6d. 

*A letter to Mr Sam. Chandler, occafioned by 
his cafe of fub{cription. By George Harvelt, 
M.A. Is, 

A letter to the clergy of Manchefter, occafion- 
ed by Mr Owen’s remarks, Gc. 6d. 

An apologetical epiftle to the author of Remar\s 
on the two pamphlets publifhed againit Dr Mx- 


dleton. By the author of a full view of Chritia-- 


nity. 6d. 

A defence of Mr Hutchinfon’s plan, in an{wet 
to the Modeft apology. 1s. 6d. 

A defence of the Plain account of the facra- 
ment. 25. 4 

De miraculis in ecclef. Chriftiana. Concio as 
acad. Oxon. 2 Jac. Ibbetfon, S. T. B. 

A fermon preached at the vifitation held at 
Bridlington, April 23. Pendlebury. 


At Limehboufe at the funeral of Mr Jot. Rees. 
By Jof. Stennet. 

The connexion between faith and free grace. 
By Sam. Pike. 


GLASGOW. 

The new conftitutien of the pretended Atioc 
ate unmafked, in 2 fpeech read before is 
April7. 1748. By Wilkam Hutton, A.M. 
fociate Minifter at Stow. 2d. haltpenay. 

203. col. 1. 
The or, The national profeffion and 
fettlement of religion in Scotland, from the 0 
Intion to the prefent time, c with © 
fram 1638 to Ode 
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The Magazine. 


1748. 


Proceedings of the Crus, continued from p. 339. 


Speeches on the poundage-bill [p. 94, oT. 
which, tho not oppofed in parliament, 
was the fubje@ of a debate in the Poli- 
tical Club. 


The /peech of Servilius Prifcus. 


Mr Prefident, 

O this country itis at all times 

a misfortune to be engaged in 

war, efpecially a war upon the 
continent of Europe; but at 

this time, and in our prefent unhappy cir- 
cumitances, it is a greater misfortune 
than ever it was heretofore; becaufe we 
cannot carry on fuch a war with vigour, 
or with any hopes of fuccefs, without 
running ourfelves yearly in debt; and 
our people are already loaded with fo ma- 
ny taxes, and all thefe taxes mortgaged 
for the payment of former debts, that it 
is very dithcult to find out a fund for a- 
ny new debt we are obliged to contract. 
Ido not fay this, Sir, with a defign to 
reflect upon any War we have formerly 
been engaged in, or upon the expence 
We were at for the fupport of thofe wars: 
know, we were forced into thofe wars 
for the fake of preferving the liberties of 
Furope as well as our own; and we could 
hot propofe to compafs that glorious end 
at any lefs expence. But I with we had 
not been fo parfimonious during the long 
interval of peace 3 I wifh we had then 
confidered, that we might again be en- 
caged in a heavy war for the fupport of 
the fame glorious caufe: for if we had, 
We fhould not certainly have diminifhed 
S abolifhed any one of our taxes, till 
= had freed our publick revenue from 
rs incumberances, and thereby put our- 
ea in a condition to become again the 
‘iwark of the liberties of Europe, with- 


Out involving ourfelves in any diffcul- 
Vou.x 


ties, or loading the people with any new 
taxes. 

At prefent, Sir, we may properly e- 
nough be faid to be engaged in two dif- 
ferent wars; one again{t Spain, for pre- 
ferving the freedom of our trade and na- 
vigation ; and another againft France and 
Spain, for preferving the liberties of Eu- 
rope: and our fuccefs in the former muft 
be allowed to depend abfolutely upon our 
fuccefs in the latter. Both thefe wars 
are therefore juft and neceflary; and both 
his Majefty eutered into by the advice of 
parliament, and in purfuance of the ge- 
neral voice of his people. We may re- 
member, how generally and how loudly 
the people called for the war againit 
Spain in 17393; and we may remember, 
how zealous they were in the year 1741 
for fupporting the Queen of Hungary. I 
tieeiline think I need not fay any thing 
in juftification of the war we are nowenga- 
ged in; nordo I believe there is a man in 
the kingdom who wifhes the continuance 
of our prefent happy eftablifhment, that 
will grudge the expence. And I have 
the more reafon to be of this opinion, 
becaufe we fo unanimoufly agreed to the 
refolution of the committee of fupply for 
granting to his a the fum of 
6,300,000 |. to be raifed by transferable 
annuities, after the rate of 4 percent. per 
annum, together with a premium of 10]. 
per cent, to the fubfcribers who fhould 
enpape to advance the money, [ p.150.]. 

This, I fay, Sir, was a proof of the 
zeal of parliament for ae, the pre- 
fent war; and the people fhewed fo much 
zeal for the fame caufe, and fo much con- 
fidence in the wifdom and juftice of par- 
liament, that the whole, indecd a great 
deal more than the whole money was 
fub{cribed in a few hours, tho’ they knew 
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nothing of the fund that was to be pro- 
vided tor their payment; which fhews, 
that we are not as yet under any dithicul- 
ty as to the borrowing of money for the 
fupport of the war: but I mnft confefs, 
it is not fo eafy to find a fufficient fund 
for fecuring the repayment. To efta- 


blith a fund for this purpofe without 


laying fome new tax upon the people, is 
impoflible ; and there is nothing I have 
fo great an averfion to as that of propo- 
fing any new impofition : but fomething 
of this fort muft be done; and therefore 
all we can do is, to fix upon that tax 
which will be moft eafily raifed by thofe 
that are fubjected to the payment of it, 
and which will be leaft burdenfome to the 
people in general, efpecially thofe of the 
poorer fort. This has employed my 
thoughts for fome months, and many 
{chemes have been offered to me; but of 
all I have thought or heard of, that of a 
new impolt of poundage upon all goods im- 
ported, with a drawback in cafe of exporta- 
tion, is, in my opinion, the belt; becaufe it 
nay be eafily paid by thofe that are to be 
fubjected to the payment of it; becaufe 
it will not be burdenfome to any, and in- 
deed will no way affect the poorer fort of 
our people ; becaufe we may be fure that 
it will produce a {um fufficient for paying 
the intereft annually, with a furplus for 
paying off part of the principal ; and be- 
caufe it can be attended with no bad con- 
{equences to our trade, as it is to be 
wholly drawn back in cafe the goods be 
afterwards exported. 

With regard to thofe who are to be 
ne to the payment of this tax, it 
will be the merchants importers only; and 
as they are all men of confiderable for- 
tunes and extenfive credit, they can be 
under no difficulty in advancing five per 
cent, or a fhilling in the pound, upon the 
importation of their goods: and with re- 
gard to the relt of the people, as in this 
nation we have the good fortune to want 
nothing from abroad that is abfolutely 
neceffary for the fubfiftence of the poor, 
they cannot be in the leait affected by this 
tax; becaufe they confume none of thofe 
goods that are to be made fubject to it; 
the price.of which will, I thal! grant, be 
a little iabanced by it; but then it will 
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be but a mere trifle, which will hardly be 
felt by the better fort of people, 

A third advantage is, Sir, becauf we 
may beforehand with fome certainty judge 
of the amount of the produce, by cont 
dering the pootace of taxes of the fame 
kind long fince impofed and {till {ub(it- 
ing ; and from thefe we may almott cer- 
tainly conclude, that it will produce an- 
nually a fum fufficient for paying the an- 
nuities to be now eftablifhed, with a fur- 
plus for paying off part of the principal 
yearly, in cafe the parliament fhould think 
fit to apply it that way : for this, think, 
we ought not at prefent to determine, but 
leave it to the difcretion of future parlia- 
ments; becaufe we cannot forefee what 
future exigencies may require. 

And a fourth advantage attending this 
tax is, becaufe it cannot, I think, Sir, 
any way injure or obftiuct our foreign 
commerce 3 as it is propoicd to be whol- 
ly drawn back upon exportation : to which 
I may add, that it will be levied without 
any new expence, and without increafing 
the number of officers now employed in 
collecting the cuftoms; at lealt I may 
venture to fay, that no new tax can be 
thought of, which will occafion lefs ex- 
pence to the publick, or lefs trouble to 
thofe made liable to it, or a leis increafe 
of officers, 

This tax, Sir, as I have already hinted, 


or in cafe of their not being rated in ¢- 
ther of thefe books, according to the va- 
lue they fhall be rated at by the importet 
upon oath: and as we have already teve- 
ral fubfidies now payable in the fame Ways 
this new fubfidy can create no new tow 
ble to the merchant or the collector, ¢> 


cept that of adding a new article to the 
account 
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| | 1S propofed to be five per cent. Or one ti 
as) fhilling in the pound, upon all goods anc in 
if merchandizes now liable to any fubfidy in 
Bi On importation, that fhall be importec y 
a into this kingdom, or any of his Maje- 
ms ity’s dominions to the fame belonging, 0 
a) Y at any time after the firlt day of March, t! 
mE to be paid before the landing thereot, ac h 
ao cording to the rates or values as they ti 
| ee are now rated in the two books of rates ¢ 
‘ referred to by the acts of the 12th o t 
4 K. Charles I]. and r1th of K. George l.; 
| 
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account of the duties payable upon ex- 
rtation. 

As to fuch goods and merchandizes 
coming from China or the Eaft-Indies, 
as are not rated in either of the books of 
rates, I know, Sir, og muft be provi- 
ded for by a particular claufe; and with 
refpect to them, it is propofed that they 
fhall pay this new fubfidy according to 
the grofs price for which they fhall be fold 
at the candle, without any allowance or 
deduction whatever; becaufe, as this whole 
fubfidy is to be drawn back if any fuch 
goods be afterwards exported, there is no 
occafion for making the ufual allowances 
or deductions ; and if they are confumed 
athome, as they can be confumed by 
none but the richer fort of people, they 
are able enough to pay this fubfidy upon 
the profs price without any deduction. 

But, Sir, tho’ it be propofed that this 
duty fhall be paid, without any allowance, 
before the landing thereof; yet as tobac- 
co is a favourite article in our commerce, 
therefore it is propofed, that the import- 
ers of tobaeco fhall, upon paying down 
this fubfidy, have the fame allowance with 

efpect thereto, as they are intitled to by 

any law now in force upon tobacco im- 
ported; and further, that the importcrs 
fhall have, if they chufe, eighteen months 
for paying this fubfidy, upon becoming 
bound, with one or more fufficient fure- 
ties, in a bond or bonds, to pay it with- 
inthat time; and that ifre-exported with- 
in that time, the fecuritics fo given fhall be 
vacated, 

Then with refpeé to fugar, Sir, as we 
Ought to encourage as much as poflible 
the refining of our fugars here at home 

ore exportation, and as it ought not 
to be left to the commiffioners or officers 
of the cuftoms to fettle the proportion be- 
tween refined fugars and the brown or 
mutcovado fugars, from which the refi- 
ned fupars are made, in order to deter- 
mine what fhall be the drawback to be 
lowed upon their exportation there- 
e itis propofed, that this point fhall 
me ettled and determined by parliament, 
end that a farther drawback of three fhil- 
ws fer bundred weight, upon all fuch 
Thned fugars, fhall be paid to the export- 
*, Upon the refiner’s making oath, that 
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the refined fugar fo to be exported, was 
produced from- brown or mufcovado fu- 
gar, charged with this fubfidy ; and that, 
as hebelieves, the {ame was imported from 
his Majefty’s plantations in America, and 
this duty duly paid at the time of its im- 
portation. 

Now, Sir, the only part of the fcheme 
remaining to be explained, is that which 
relates to prize-goods. As to which I 
obferve, that by an a&@ paffed laft 
feffion it was enacted, that all goods and 
merchandizes taken from his Majefty’s e- 
nemies, and landed in any port of this 
kingdom, might be exported again to fo- 
reign parts, by the captors or other own- 
ers thereof, without being liable to any 
duty of cuftom or excife for the fame. 
This, Sir, is really putting the produce 
and manufactures of his Majefty’s ene- 
mies, when taken by his Majefty’s fub- 
jects, upon a better footing than the pro- 
duce and manufactures of our own plan- 
tations, moft of which pay duties upon 
importation, and are not intitled to draw 
the whole back upon exportation. For 
example, brown and mufcovado fugars of 
the Britifh plantations now pay near 3s. 
4d. per hundred weight, upon importa- 
tion, and draw back but 2s. 7} d. upon 
exportation ; fo that they muft now go 
to a foreign market, loaded with near 9 d. 
per hundred weight more than prize-fu- 
gars produced by our enemies are loaded 
with; which is thought highly unreafon- 
able: and it is further thought, that the 
captors who command or belong to his 
Majefty’s thips of war, and who mutt be 
fuppofed to be gainers by the war, ought 
to contribute fomething towards the fup- 
port of that war by which they are gain- 
ers; therefore it is propofed to repeal 
that law; by which means all prize-goods 
will become liable to the fame duties, and 
intitled to the fame drawbacks, with other 
goods of the fame kind; and among o- 
thers will become liable to this new fub- 
fidy in cafe it takes place, which, for the 
reafon J have mentioned, it is propofed 
fhall not be drawn back upon the ex- 

ortation of fuch goods or merchandi- 
zes, if taken by any of Lis Majelty’s thips 
of war. 

Thus, Sir, I have explained to you 
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what I think the beft {cheme for providing 
a fund for the payment of the annuities 
at 4 per cent. per ann. upon the capital of 
6,930,000 1. which is the capital voted 
by the committee of fupply; that is to 
fay, 6,300,000]. to his Majefty, 
and 630,000 1. granted by way of premi- 
um to thole that fhall advance the money, 
upon this loan. This fcheme, I know, 
Sir, may be liable to many objections, as 
{chemes of this nature muft always be. 
It is impoffible to contrive a tax but what 
muit be productive of fome inconvenien- 
ces; and fuggellions of this kind are but 
too much attended to, the imagination of 
mankind being a fort of microfcope, that 
magnifies every danger dreaded as well as 
every pleafure expected, I fhall not there- 
fore pretend to anfwer every objection 
that may be made to this fcheme: all I 
can fay is, it is the beft I could think of ; 
and if any Gentleman in this houfe can 
fuggelt a better, I thal] be moft ready and 
willing to give up my fcheme, in order to 
embrace what he fhall propofe. 

But, after having made this declaration, 
Sir, I mutt obferve, that, in our prefent 
circumftances, no Gentleman ought, I 
think, to {tart obje¢tions again{ft what I 
have propofed, without propofing or fug- 
gelling fomething he thinks better. Nei- 
ther of the wars we are now engaged in, 
can with any juftice or reafon be objected 
to; but if it were otherwife, now we are 
in, we mult get out: we mutt get out 
with our arms in our hand; for, I truft 
in God! this nation fhall never be forced 
to fall upon its knees, and cry for mercy 
to any earthly power. To get out with 
our arms in our hand, we mult have mo- 
ney; we muft have money fufficient for 
the purpofe ; and money cannot be had 
without a fufhicient fecurity, Therefore, 
to ftart objeGions and fuggeft inconveni- 
ences againf{t the fecurity now propofed, 
without offcring any other, can an{wer no 
end, but that of alarming and frightening 
the people; which mutt give a great ad- 
vantage to Our enemies, and may be of 
the moft fatal confequence in this dan- 
gerous conjuncture, For this reafon I 
expect to fee the propofition I have made 
unanimoufly agreed to, or a much better 


offered in its ftead; the left of which 
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would to me be the moft agreeable, be- 
caufe I fhould always chufe to be an ap- 
prover, rather than to be the author of g- 
ny {cheme for taxing the people. 


The fpeech of A. Cornelius Coffus, 
Mr Prefident, 


HO’ Iam no projector, nor think 
myfelf any way bound to contrive 
fchemes for fupplying our miniiters with 
fuch fums as they may think neceffiry for 
the fupport of their extravagant meafures; 
yet I cannot fit filent, when I hear the di- 
{trefles of my country laid open by tho 
who have invariably joined in, or appro- 
ved of thofe very meafures by which we 
have been brought into fuch diftrefs. 1 
fhall readily join with them in allowing, 
that it is now a greater misfortune for us 
to be engaged in war than it ever was 
heretofore ; and 1 will add, that if we go 
on in the fame traét, in the tract which 
they and their friends firlt led us into, and 
have always advifed, this misfortune will 
increafe every year, till at laft we fhall be 
rendered unable to carry on any war, not 
even a war pro arts & facis. But, Sir, 
our difircfs is now become fo apparent, 
and it is fo fenfibly felt, that I hope it 
will make us perceive, that we have been 
for many years ina wrong courle, ‘The 
right courfe, and the courfe we ought na- 
turally to have fteered, was a plain and 
fafe one; but by departing from that 
courfe, and following one chalked out to 
us by foreign pilots, or by felf-intereited 
pilots of our own, we now find ourfelves 
ivironed with rocks, whirlpools, and 
quickfands, from whence it will be a mi- 
racte if we efcape without fhipwreck. 
Thefe rocks, whirlpools, and quich- 
fands, and the methods by which we have 
been drawn in among them, I {hall en- 
deavour to point out ; and I take this op- 
portunity, becaufe I hope the diltre!s we 
are in, will procure me a patient hearing 
and fome attention, As we are by na- 
ture disjoined from the continent, and 
furrounded with the fea, it ought always 
to be a maxim with us, to have as Jittle 
to do as poflible with the difputes among 
the princes of Europe, and never to ¢n- 
gage as principals in a land-war : as We 
are a trading nation, we ought to _ 
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our trade as free as poflible ; and confe- 
ently we ought never, for any confide- 
lying the publick 
ration, to think of fupplying the public 
expence by taxes which difturb or lie hea- 
vy upon our commerce Or manufactures : 
andas itis impofhble to forefce what fu- 
ture wars we May be engaged in, we ought 
annually, even in ume of war, to raife 
within the yearas much as fhall be thought 
necellary for our annual publick expence. 
If thefe three maxims had been religiouf- 
ly obferved, they would have kept us in 
our right courfe: but we have ever fince 
the revolution acted diametrically oppofite 
to every one of them; and by fo doing 
we are become involved in every difpute 
that can happen among any of the prin- 
ces or {tates of Europe, and we are by 
treaty obliged to join as principals in e- 
very land-war that can happen upon the 
continent: our commerce and manufa- 
cures are by taxes fo dilturbed and load- 
ed, that fhould the tranquillity of Europe 
be reltored, and laft for any time, our fo- 
reign trade will be entirely ruined: and 
our publick revenues are now fo incum- 
bered, that it will {carcely be poflible for 
us, even when peace is reftored, to pro- 
vide for the current fervice of the year, 
Without running {till farther in debt, or 
incroaching upon that facred fund which 
was long fince fet apart for paying off our 
pudlick debts. 
_ Thele, Sir, are the diftrefles we are now 
involved in; and it mutt be confefled, 
that we began to be led into them foon 
atter the revolution. We then began to 
interfere in difputes upon the continent, 
more than we ought to have done; we 
then began to load our commerce and 
manufactures with taxes of various kinds; 
and we then began to fupply the publick 
Cxpence, by running in debt yearly, in- 
fread of raifing the neceflary fums within 
te year. The fame meafures were con- 
tinued and improved during the greateft 
part of the following reign; and they 
have fince been ftill farther improved, e- 
{pecially with refpeét to the prefent war 
"pon the continent. Gentlemen will per- 
ps fay, that our engaging in a war a- 
gainit France could not at any of thofe 
ape have been avoided : and with re- 
ect to the firlt two, I fhall readily agree 
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with them, But_I will fay with refpec to 

both, that we had no occafion to engage 

fo far as we did, or in the way we did : 

for when we take upon us the defence of 
Europe by land againft the power of 
France, the princes upon the continent 
will readily leave it to us, in order to be 
at leifure to purfue their own particular 
views: whereas fhould we refufe to un- 

dertake their defence, they would all u- 
nite among themfelves, and every one 
would fufpend or give up his particular 
views, for the fake of guarding againtt the 
common danger. During the whole time 
of the war in K. William’s time, we know 
that the Emperor carried on a war againft 
the Turks, tho’ at the very beginning of 
it he might have concluded a peace with 
them upon very honourable terms; but 
this he refufed, becaufe he {aw that the 
Dutch and we were willing to undertake 
the war again{t the French in Flanders. 
Again, in Q. Anne’s time, the Emperor 
employed a great part of his troops in 
oppretling the Proicltants of Hungary, 
which he neither would nor could have 
done, if we had not taken upon us fo 
very great a fhare of that war; and what 
was itill worfe, in order-to carry on the 
war by land, we entirely neglected it by 
fea and in America, where alone we could 
carry it on with any advantage to our- 
{elves : and it is well known, that in pro- 
portion as we increafed our efforts for 
pufhing the war fuccefsfully by land, even 
our allies flackened in theirs, and the o- 
ther princes of Europe looked on with 
unconcern, perhaps fnecring at us for 
being at the expence of fecuring their in- 
dependency. 

Thus it was, Sir, thus it will always 
be, as long as we makc ourfelves the Don 
Quixotes of Europe ; which we plainly 
did in both thefe wars; and the laft of 
the two we continued for feveral years, 
after we might have put an end to it up- 
on as honourable terms as we could rea- 
fonably defire: for atter the battle of 
Hochftett in the year 1704, or at lealt 
foon after the battle of Kamullies in 1706, 
I am perfuaded we might have obtained 
all, or the greateft part of what was want~ 
ed or ftipulated by the grand alliance 5 
which was only the Spamil Low Coun- 
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tries, as a barrier for the United Provin- 
ces, and the Spanifh dominions in Italy, 
as an equitable and reafonable fatisfacti- 
on to the Emperor, for his pretenfion to 
the Spanifh fucceflion, But fuppofe we did 
not engage farther or continue longer in 
either of thofe wars, than was reafonable 
for us to do, furely we might yearly have 
raifed even the extraordinary expence we 
were at, within the year, and we might 
have raifed it without loading our com- 
merce and manufactures with any impo- 
fitions ; at leaft, as foon as the war was 
over, and we had got all that was thought 
neceflary, at the time of the grand alli- 
ance, for {ectiring the liberties of Europe, 
we fhould then have begun to cultivate 
an univerfal harmony amongft ourfelves, 
to avoid engaging any more in foreign 
broils, and to reduce the publick expence 
as low as poflible. If we had done this, 
our debts might all have been paid off, 
and all thofe taxes abolifhed which are 
pernicious to our commerce and manu- 
factures, before the year 1739, when our 
former pul:llanimous meafures obliged us 
to declare war againft Spain. 

But inflead of doing this, Sir, we in e- 
very refpect acted the direct contrary. By 
perfecuting thofe whofe chief crime had 
been, their fupplanting others in the lu- 
crative places they enjoyed, we raifed the 
party-animofities amongft us to fuch a 
height, that it produced a rebellion, which 
might have proved fatal both to our reli- 
gion and Jiberties; inftead of avoidin 
foreign broils, we not only 
them, but engaged ourfelves as principals 
in every one; and inftead of reducing 
the publick expence, we have multiplied 
polis and penfions, and have ever fince 
kept up a more numerous ftanding army 
than was ever before kept up in time of 
peace. The Hon. Gentleman talked of 
our having been too parlimonious during 
the long interval of peace we lately en- 
joyed. I thould be olad to know, Sir, in 
what we were parlimonious : for I know 
of no tax that has been either abolithed 
or diminifhed, fince the end of Q. Anne's 
war, except now and then a little in the 
Jand-tax; and in lien of that, the finking- 
fund, or fome part of it, has often been 
applied to the current fervice. The 
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continuance of our incumberances js not 
therefore owing to our parfimony, but 
to our extravagance, and the many fo 
reign broils we have idly engaged in. 

I fhall not take up your time, Sir, with 
entering particularly into the feveral parts 
of our mifcondué from the death of Q. 
to the year 1739 3 becanfe they have 
been fo often fet in a true and clear light: 
and as to our war with Spain, all J (hall 
fay is, that it was indeed then become 
neceflary ; but that neceflity we had 
brought upon ourfelves, by permitting 
them for fo long a time to fearch and 
feize our fhips in the American feas, on 
pretence of contraband goods, and con. 
cluding fo many treaties with them, with- 
out obliging them to give up this pre- 
tence ; whereas, if we had at the begin- 
ning oppofed it with vipour, and demand- 
ed fatistaction for the firft ufe they made 
of it, which we were intitled to do by the 
law of nations, as well as by particular 
treaties, they would then haye given up 
this unjuft and unfufferable pretence, 
rather than enter into a war with us; 
fo that our war with Spain, tho’ become 
neceffary, was really brought upon us by 
our own pufillanimity ; but the war we 
are now engaged in upon the continent, 
proceeded from a very different caulc, 
which I fhall now beg leave to explain. 

Whilft the whim prevailed, Sir, of pre- 
ferving, or rather fetting up a balance of 
power in Europe, by raifing the power of 
the houfe of Auttria to be equal to that of 
Bourbon, which could never be done 
without making the former as abfolute in 
Germany as the latter was in France: I 
fay, whilft this whim prevailed, and the 
houfe of Auftria continued in the quit 
poffefion of the Imperial throne, the 
power of that honfe was fo great in Ger- 
many, that feveral of the princes thereo! 
were obliged to fubmit, or at at lealt not 
to refent what they thought acts of very 
great injuftice towards them. In the yeat 
1721 we began to break through this 
whim by our feparate treaty with Spun, 
and in the year 1725 we completed the 
breach by our alliance with France again 
the Emperor. The reafon of both thefe 
breaches we know ; and we know it Was 
not a Britifh reafon: for we were “* 
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by like to be involved in a war, in con- 
junction with the houfe of Bourbon, ar 
gainlt the houfe of Auftria; which our 
yea minifter at laft began to fee the na- 
tion would not bear ; and to avoid this 
rock, which he had fuffered himfelf to be 
led upon by this o Briti/h reafon, he led 
ys into an abfolute guarantee of the prag- 
gatick fan@ion in 1731. But by our 
conduct in 1734, the princes of Germa- 
ny faw, that we did not much regard the 
guarantee we had fo folemnly and fo Iate- 
lyagreed to. The injury fuppofed to be 
done by the Imperial court to a certain 
houle in Germany, which had perhaps too 
great an influence here, was as yet in alta 
necte repolum, and prevented our per- 
forming our engagement, tho’ the intereft 
of Britain at that time required, and the 
then circumftances of Europe invited us 
to have performed it, in the moft faithful 
and vigorous manner, 

From our unconcern at that conjun- 
Eure, Sir, fuch of the princes of Germa- 
ny as had any latent claims upon the 
houle of Auftria, began to conceive hopes, 
that, upon the death of the then Emperor, 
they might have an opportunity to revive 
their claims with effect ; and among thefe 
the two chief were the houfes of Bran- 
cenburg and Bavaria. If we had never 
interfered in thofe difputes; if we had 
hever entered into any guarantee of the 
Pragmatick fanétion ; or if upon the Em- 
peror's death we had fignified, that it 
Would be impoffible for us by ourfelves 
lone to perform our guarantee, the Im- 
perial court before the Emperor’s death, 
or the Queen of Hungary after his death, 
Would have taken care, by fome ceffions, 
to have gained one or both thefe princes, 
order to guard againft the Spaniards 
0 Italy, and the French in Flanders: and 
if the Germanick body had been thus u- 
hited, 1am convinced we fhould have 
“¢ nO War upon the continent; becaufe 
neither the French nor Spaniards would 
os ventured to have attacked the Queen 
would ee if they had feen that fhe 
tick te fupported by the whole Germa- 

_ dy, as well as by the maritime 
But inftead of this, we conti- 
o> even after the Emperor’s death, 


ane after the King of Pruflia had entered 
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Silefia, to affure the court of Vienna, that 
in cafe the King of Pruflia could not be 
perfuaded to detiit from his hoftile enter- 
prize, we would faithfully and religiouf- 
ly perform the treaties that obliged us to 
afliit her Hungarian Majefty ; by which 
that court was induced to reject the mo- 
derate terms of an accommodation offer- 
ed by the King of Pruflia: and this was 
the true caufe of the prefent war in Eu- 
rope. 

Tho’ it was certainly inconfiftent with 
the true intereft of G. Britain to encou- 
rage the Queen of Hungary to reject the 
terms at firft offered by Pruflia; yet I 
believe, Sir, our minifters, from other 
motives, were at firft fincere in their pro- 
mifes of affiftance: and this gave rife to the 
popular clamour here for fupporting the 
Queen of Hungary: for that clamour was 
firft begun at court, and propagated by 
that influence in this houfe. But when 
the French armies began to move into 
Germany, and a certain dominion there 
came to be in danger, thefe promifes were 
all forgot, the Spaniards were permitted 
to fail quietly to Italy, and all thoughts 
of giving any effectual afliitance to the 
Queen of Hungary laid afide, till the good 
conduét of that princefs’s armies, the bad 
conduét of the French, and an accom- 
modation between her and Pruflia, put 
that German dominion out of danger. 
Then again we refumed a moft extrava- 
gant zeal for fupporting, and even enlar- 
ging the power of the houfe of Auttria 5 
and by this zeal we fhall probably be go- 
verned, till that German dominion be a- 
gain brought into danger; which it may 
be, fhould the Dutch be forced into a fe- 
parate peace or a neutrality with France; 
and if this fhould happen, I may venture 
to prophefy, that G. Britain muit not on- 
ly put a {top to, but give up all her na- 
val conqueits, and fubmit to a difadvan- 
tageous, if not difhonourable and unne- 
ceflary peace, both with France and ope 

I fay, unneceflary, Sir; becaufe no 
fuccefs of the French upon the continent 
can force G. Britain, if direéted by Bri- 
tifh counfels only, into an ignominions 
peace: for experience has fhewn, that we 
can fupport a naval war with fuccets both 
againft France and Spain; aad if France 
thould 
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fhould aim at extending her dominions 
upon the continent, it would make the 
other {tates and princes of Europe for- 
get their mutual animofities, and unite 
in repelling the common danger ; which 
they might eafily do, if we fhould put a ftop 
to all the French and Spanith refources by 
fea, and keep their coafts in a continual 
alarm, bya fleet with an army on board 
hovering round them. 

I hope I have fhewn, Sir, that we have 
been brought into our prefent diftrefs, by 
purfuing a long courfe of wrong mea- 
fures: I have done this, on purpofe that 
Gentlemen may confider, whether we 
ought not now to alter our courfe, rather 
than to bring ourfelves into greater di- 
{trefs, by going on in the fame courfe, 
and agreeing to the prefent propofition ; 
for Tam well convinced, that if we agree 
to this tax, and eftablifh it as a perpetual 
fund, it will be fuch a load upon our 
commerce and manufa¢tures, as will en- 
tirely ruin both in a few years, after the 
French are enabled, by an advantageous 
peace, to rival us in both; and in the 
prefent circumttances of Europe, we can- 
not propofe to force them to agree to any 
other, by profecuting the war upon the 
continent ; for we cannot propofe to do 
this in lefs than a feven years fuccefsful 
war, during all which time we muf be 
at as preat an expence at leaft as we are 
at prefent, and confequently muft con- 
tract fix or feven millions of debt year- 
ly, which it would be impoffible for us 
to find funds for, fhould the prefent hu- 
mour of lending upon publick fecurities 
continue, which we are far from being 
well ailured of; and if that humour 
fhould take a turn, it would be more dif- 
ficult for us, if poflible, to find fub{cri- 
bers, than to find funds for fubfcriptions. 

But T hope, Sir, nothing T have faid 
upon this head, will be made ufe of as an 
argument for our fubmitting to a peace 
difadvantapeous or ignominious for G. 
Britain. If we leave the continent to 
take care of itfelf, and confine ourfelves 
to a naval war, we may carry it on with 
little expence and great fuccefs both a- 
pain{t France and Spain, till they be glad 
to give up all the conquefts we have made 
in America, for the fake of preferving 
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what they may then have remaining ; { 
that our difagreeing to this propofitio 

can have no effect, but that of forcing 
our minifters into that courfe, which a2 
lone is natural, eafy, fafé, and advanta 
geous for G. Britain to fteer. 


[This Journal to be continued.) 


Extradis of Mr Ruddiman’s differtatic 
continued from p. 342. 


"Ny 


[In an humorous letter in the [Edinburgh] Brid 


tith Magazine, fome of the moft material parts : 

this dijjertation are faid to be anfwered by othe 
parts of it, and they are quoted. Such of them | 

relate to our extra are here inferted by way of 
notes.] 


2. Ome we next to confider the rulg 

of fucceffion eftablifhed by the di- 
vine law; and, to be fure, as God is the 
author of nature, his law cannot but be 
conformable to it: and that it is fo, we 
learn from his own words, Nast. xxvii. 
8.—11. And thou fralt [peak unto the chile 
dren of Ifrael, faying, If aman dic, ax. 
have no fen, then ye fhall caufe his inheri 
tance to pafs unto his daughter; and sf bs 
have no daughter, then ye fhall give his ine 
heritance unto his brethren; and if he hove 
no brethren, then ye fhall give his iberi- 
tance unto his father’s brethren; and if his 
father have no brethren, then ye fhal! ¢ 
his inheritance unto his kinfman that is next 
to him of his family, and he hall poffefi it: 
and it fhall be unto the children of I/rcel s 
fiatute of judgment, (or, as in the vulgate 
tranflation, lege perpetua), 
the Lord commanded Mofes *. On thele 
words, Ye fhall give his inheritance unt: 
his kinfman that is next to him, Grotius 
fays, Nota, Hebrao more, patruos fratrin 
filiis praferri, ut propiores ei a quo bos 
venerunt. Idem mos per Phenicas in Afr 
cam venit. And he tells us, de fur. 
pac. lib 2. c.7. §24. that that cu- 
ftom prevailed of old among the Numi- 


This is the law concerning fucceffion whic! 
was delivered to the Ifraelites upon the appiicat 
on made by the daughters of Zclophehad, hors 
pofleffion, in order to preferve the name of tc! 
father, who had died without male ifluc ; and 
might be queftioned, whether, if Zelophchad had 
left any grandfons by a fon, there would have 
been any occafion for ciis application. pe 
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dins, in Arabia Felix, and in the Tau- 
rican Cherfonefe, and not long ago in 
Fez and Morocco ; and that the fame 
cotom obtained throughout all Maurita- 
nia, among the Saracens in Spain, and 
Ikewie in Mexico and Peru: adding, 
that it was agreeable to the Roman laws, 
guanguam eas imterpretes alio detorquent. 
Nor can it be pretended, that this law 
was prefcribed to the Ifraelites as peculiar 
tothe economy of that nation : for there 
is nothing in it, which from the intrin- 
fick nature of the thing, or the circum- 
flances of that people, could hinder it 
fiom being equally extended to all other 
nitions *; as it undoubtedly did obtain 
in them all at the time when this law was 
given to the Ifraelites. It was certainly 
a judicial, and not a levitical law; and 
one would be apt to think, that it fhould 
be as obligatory upon other nations, as 
the laws prohibiting marriages within cer- 
tain degrees of confanguinity and affinity, 
which by Proteftants at leaft) are thought 
to have a binding force upon all mankind 
to this day, 1 will not however carry 
the matter thus far, nor think it unlawful 
for a King or people, (when fome good 
political ends are ferved by them), to in- 
troduce laws of fucceffion different from 
thofe given to the people of Ifrael +. 

3. The rules of fucceflion in Scotland 
Were directly for Bruce. Before Ken- 
neth III.’s time, the conftitution was, 


* So that, when the Holy Spirit, by the infpired 
Prophet Moles, faid, And it fall be to the children 
© Thael a fatute of judgment, the meaning, ac- 
cording to Mr Ruddiman, was, “ And it fhall be 
te people of Scotland, and all the reft of the 
at as to the children of Ifrael, a fta- 
This muft be a terrible load 
n the confciences of fuch of Mr Ruddiman’s 
wR wr ‘as enjoy eftates by the right of repre- 
“ny i But they get eafe prefently, [in the 

a the Paragraph}. 

_7 Upon this the following will not be reckoned 
Altho’ I maintain that 
“\* Proved Bruce’s right to be a jus divinu 
r weablihed by the pofitive law of the great God 
which I honeftly acknowledge, that this 
ey ed the law of God with refpe& to us, 
meme binding upon us, than are the laws of 
omy we “a for Scotland, and every other nation of 
the Jews, are left at full liberty, 
bet tas make their laws of fucceffion either con- 
\ “ cifferent from it, as they incline, 


that when the fon of the laft King was 
under age, not any of the Royal family 
whom the people fhould think fit to chufe, 
(as Buchanan and our later writers would 
have it), but he only who next after the 
minor was neareft of kin to the deceas’d 
King, and was himfelf of fit age, fhould 
have the reins put into his hands. And 
the new law made by Kenneth II]. was 
the fame that God eftablifhed among the 
Ifraelites.— Fordon, our oldeft and moft 
credible hiftorian, expreffes it thus. Sta- 
tuit igitur [Kennethus], omni confenfit prin- 
cipum, paucts primitive fautori- 
bus exceptis, ut Regi cuique decedenti de ces 
tero filius aut filta, nepos aut neptis, feu li- 
ne@ collateralis frater aut foror, aut faltem 
quifquis alius Regi decedenti fuperftes fan- 
guine proximus, fuccedere debeat, unius diei 
licet infans.—Lefly is more concife ; for 
he tells only in general, that Kenneth ab- 
rogated the law which debarred the chil- 
dren of Kings when minors from the go- 
vernment.—Boece enlarges upon the mat- 
ter, in thefe words: ege vita fundto, 
proles virilis fextis natu maxima, filius ne- 
pofve qualibet atate conflitutus, etiam poft- 
humus futurus, inregnum fuccedito. Nepo- 
tem ex Regis filio prognatum, ei quem filia 
peperit, in hereditate adeunda praferto. 
Eademque lege cum Regis nepote ex germa- 
no procreato, collato ad eum qui ex — 
natus eff, agito.—Whether thefe additio- 
nal laws are framed out of Boece’s head, 
is uncertain; they however make rather 
for than againft Bruce’s right.— But Bu- 
chanan fays, that other laws were then 
added, and that the firft of them was, 
Ut quemadmodum Regt maximus natu filius 
fuccederet, ita, filio ante patrem defunéto, 
avo nepos fubrogaretur.—This is not only 
not vouched by Fordon, or our other pre- 
ceeding hiftorians, but, I am perfuaded, 
could take place only when the grand- 
child was next of kin to his grandfather ; 
which really was the cafe when our Mal- 
colm IV. and after him (he having died 
without iffue) his brother William, fuc- 
ceeded to their grandfather David I. For 
if a fecond or younger fon had furvived 
the grandfather, he, according to this 
law of Kenneth III. which was made be- 
fore reprefentation was introduced into 
Scotland, would undoubtedly have been 
3D preferred 
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preferred before the grandchild *,—From 
Kenneth IT1.’s Jaw then we now fee, that 
the Nobility, freeholders and community 
of Scotland, had good reafon to affirm, 
in their letter to the Pope, [Alag. 1747, 
f- 372-], that the divine appointment, 
and the fucceflion of right, according to 
their Laws and customs, had made 
Robert Bruce their Prince and King.” — 
Nor was there any alteration made in this 
rule of {ucceeding to the crown from Ken- 
neth III.’s time to John Baliol’s, or thence 
to the late revolution. Robert Bruce 
claimed it by the law of nature, and all 
his fucceflors pofleffed it by the fame te- 
nere ull that period. —The people could 
not fay in any fenfe that they had /e/?cw- 
e/ the kingdom upon him, as the @eview- 
cr above, p. 62.] would infinuate. So 
far from it, that when the whole nation 
had fubmitted to another King, and were 
almoit out of all hopes of recovering their 
former independency, he fet up his right- 


* No body needs doubt that Mr Ruddiman 
reieéts the two latt mentioned accounts of Ken- 
neth’s law, beeaufe there is nothing in them which 
he san make ferve his purpofe; and the firft he 
declares authentick, becaule the expreflion, /an- 
proximus, or nearest of kin, ufed by Fordon, 
ws he fays, excludes reprefentation. But let us 
hear clitwhere. He fays, Os. 
is the fcheme or rule of all hereditary ficceffions, 
tor ought I know, in the whole worid, that he or 
fhe only is the heir, who is nearett of kin, not to 
him who poflibly might have lived longett, but to 
him who died laft vetted in the poten. —I 
would not here be mifiinderflood, as ifby the words 
reore/t of kin T always meant him that in trurh 
and reality was fo. Indeed, before repreféntation 
got fooung in the world, he that was naturally, 
was alto legally neareit of kin to the deceas’d. But 
after that p&i0 jurts took place, the legal and the 
natural heir fometimes happened to be different 
perfons ; and that becaufe by this fidion the legal 


‘ 


heir, tho’ more remote, is accounted the neareft of 


kin, as being fuppoted to repre fent, 7. ¢. to be the 
very pevton, who, if be had been alive, would na- 
tin ally have heen the neareftet kin to the lait pol- 
tetlor.” “Sow, tho’? Mr Ruddiman denies, but 
without proof that reprefentation Was introdu - 
ced into Sevtlend in Kenneth’s time, he 


det y bn 


does not 
tat had got footing inthe world lena, ve- 
cong before that ume; and that it was efte- 
when Fordon wrote his hi- 
eny : why then might not For- 
Nate tie neare of ito mean the 
vell os Mr Ruddiman does 


ave jut uow guoted ? 


366 of Mr Ruddiman’s difert. with anfwers. Au 
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ful title ; and having, when he had y 
but a few followers, got himfelf crowned 
at Scoon, he fummoned his people to re 
pair to his ftandard, and to take up arm 
for afferting their own ancient liberty, a 
well as his juit authority over them. | 
was he himfclf then, not they, that at fir! 
made him their King. 

Two inftances are given [p.62.] by 
the Reviewer, * to thew, that our hing 
in thofe days did not pay fo facred a re 
gard to the lineal fucceflion as Mr Ruddi 
man would have us believe.” As to the 
firft, the preferring of Robert I.’s brotlhe 
Edward to his daughter Marjory ; that wag 
done, not by K. Robert’s fingle authority 
but by that of a full parliament in con 
junction with him. I never denied, bud 
a King and parliament may, on weighty 
confiderations, pafs over the next imme- 
diate heir, and give the crown to another, 
And I put it to the Reviewer, if evera 
more weighty confideration happened in 
the world before, that of the late revolu- 
tion not excepted. ‘This aft had for its 
reafon, the danger our religion was in; 
which yet, if it was folid and real, as was 
that of the primitive Chriftians, no King 
on earth could take fromus F. But the 

foundation 


+ Perhaps your readers may be diverted to hea 
what Mr Ruddiman fays concerning tle 
Kings to tyrannize—And, on the one hand, be 
fays, p.28. “The author of the Right of tr 
Stewarts, and Mr Logan, infer, that I give the 
fame right to Kings over their fubjects that ma- 
{ters have over their herds of cattle and flocks ot 
fheep, i.e. that they may butcher and deitroy 
them at their pleafure; which is an opinion in it- 
{Ulf abominable, and infinitely removed, as trom 
truth, {o from my thonght.”—Cn the other hang, 
tho’ it cannot indeed be faid, that Mr Rodd. 
man has any where maintained, that Kings have 
this right to butcher, Gc.; yet, whether or net, 
in cafe any of his lawful hereditary Kings thould 
f far fancy themfelves to be veited with this night 
as to put thele wdominrable things in practice ; 1 fay, 
whether or not, in fuch a cafe, he leaves any 7¢- 
medy to the people, may be feen from his own 
words, fp. 12. pref. “ Be that doctrine ithe 
non-refiftance of Kings] never flavilh or unna- 
tural, as Mr Logan and his party commoniy rate 


it, he has overaéted the point, when he adds, that 


this doétrine of non-refiftance is mecefiartly con- 

nected with abfolute hereditary indefeat:ble rig! 


For if that is truce, then the whole Chinfian 
down to Pope Hildebrand, and the greater, Jo 
urs 
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